Call for Information - Special Rapporteur on the Right to Development COVID-19 Recovery Plans and Policies from a Right to Development Perspective
The Human Rights Council, in its resolution 33/14 of 29 September 2016, established the mandate of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to development Mr. Saad   Alfarargi was appointed Special Rapporteur for a period of three years and took up his functions on 1 May 2017. His mandate was extended by three years in March 2020.

In 2022, the Special Rapporteur will be reporting to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly on the subject of COVID recovery plans and policies from the right to development perspective, in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and core international human rights treaties.

The Special Rapporteur seeks to collect good practices on COVID recovery plans and policies that are in line with both the right to development and the 2030 Agenda, as well as information about challenges and areas for improvement. In order to inform his work on the topic, the Special Rapporteur wishes to secure from various stakeholders, including States, National Human Rights Institutions, international organisations, non-governmental organizations, think tanks, as well as members of academia, input and views on the following topics:
	A. National perspective

	1.
	How are rights holders – individuals and communities – placed at the center of processes of COVID recovery plans elaboration, from the planning to the evaluation stages?


	Regardless of the COVID-19 pandemic, Malaysia has always emphasised the inclusivity principle and used the whole-of-nation approach in its socio-economic development to ensure that no one is left behind. This is based on the premise that all citizens should benefit from the country's growth and development, particularly post COVID-19 pandemic. 

In line with the concept of equality under Malaysia’s Shared Prosperity Vision 2030, nine groups have been identified and given priority to improve their socio-economic status and ensure that they are not left behind. The nine target groups identified are (i) B40 group (Poor and economically vulnerable); (ii) Community in Economic Transition; (iii) Indigenous Community; (iv) Bumiputera in Sabah and Sarawak; (v) Persons with Disabilities; (vi) Youth; (vii) Women; (viii) Children; and (ix) Older Persons.

The Malaysian government has also increased the financial assistance to eligible recipients, aimed to enhance the vulnerable group’s lives and alleviate the living costs. Among the initiatives are financial assistance for older persons, incentive allowance for disabled workers, financial assistance for caretakers of bed-ridden disabled and the chronically ill, and financial assistance for persons with disabilities who are incapable of work.


	2.
	What measures ensure that COVID recovery plans are based on rights holders’ development priorities?


	The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic exposes Malaysia to significant economic and social impacts. Thus, Malaysia has implemented special economic recovery packages, including cash transfers, wage subsidies, social protection, and insurance programmes to boost growth.

Malaysia has adopted a systematic strategy in response to the COVID-19 economic shock, namely through 6R National Economic Recovery Strategy. The strategy comprises 6 phases: Resolve, Resilient, Restart, Recovery, Revitalise and Reform, which would further spur and rejuvenate Malaysia’s economic recovery. 

Below are the 6Rs strategies in Malaysia’s context:

· Resolve: to contain the virus by imposing the various Movement Control Orders (MCO) beginning in March 2020. 
· Resilience: to build resilience by introducing an Economic Stimulus Package to assist the people and the economy.

· Restart: to restart the economy post-pandemic through short-term planning 

· Recover: to further recover the economy through medium-term planning. 

· Revitalise: to revitalise the economy comprehensively

· Reform: to reform the structure of the economy towards the ‘new normal’, reflecting the country’s level of resilience amid economic shocks due to the global health pandemic.

 

The 6Rs strategies will ensure the well-being of the people as well as businesses and the economy to emerge stronger, shown by improved labour placement rate and overall positive growth of the economy.



	3.
	What measures ensure that civil society participates throughout processes of COVID recovery plans elaboration?


	The 12th Malaysia Plan (12th MP) 2021-2025 is a major agenda for national recovery to restore the economic stability of the people as well as holistically regenerate and reinvigorate national economic growth. It has been formulated based on a ‘bottom-up’ approach where the voices of all stakeholders have been given due consideration. Various engagements have been undertaken - both physically and virtually - throughout preparing the 12th MP.

Close collaboration between all stakeholders involved in socio-economic development is a prerequisite to ensure national aspirations are achieved while eliminating redundancy and ensuring consistency. In this regard, collaboration and coordination between federal, state, and local authorities will be strengthened. For instance, the Government has established a Poverty Unit under Economic Planning Unit, Prime Minister Department, to coordinate policy matters at the national level, while the Implementation Coordination Unit, Prime Minister Department, coordinates actions and programmes. This special poverty unit is suggested to be established at the states and districts level. This framework will see strategic collaboration and structured coordination between government-CSOs-private sectors.

Concerted efforts will be undertaken in engaging states to streamline and coordinate development programmes and projects. Similarly, collaborative efforts between the public and private sectors as well as CSOs will be strengthened to promote the whole-of-nation approach. For example, in the efforts of eradicating hardcore poverty, the Economic Planning Unit has consulted many stakeholders, especially from the private sectors, academia, and CSOs, through various platforms such as Poverty Circle, established in June 2021.

	4.
	Are States committing to COVID recovery policies and plans in line with the 2030  Agenda, including through:

a) A specific strategy about the sectors in which the State would invest to ensure the most affected sectors of the society receive priority investment, in line with their developmental priorities;
b) A conscious policy commitment to social and economic inclusiveness, through social protection programmes and/or investment in public services like housing, education, social protection and health care; and
c) An open policy space where policies and programmes can be evaluated and revised as needed?
	Several strategies will continue to be implemented to empower the B40 in increasing their standard of living and income. The focus will be on diversifying the income of the B40 and increasing the income of low-income households. Members of the households will be supported in education, training, and skills to enhance their capacity and capability through a bottom-up and community-based approach. They will be encouraged to focus on high value-added activities by applying best practices and adopting technology such as smart farming, online businesses, and outsourcing.

In addition, efforts will be undertaken to improve access to basic services such as education, healthcare, housing, and social protection. Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) will be enhanced by encouraging Community-Based Organisations (CBOs) to provide facilities in areas where such services are lacking.

Access to quality healthcare and primary health facilities in rural and remote areas will be enhanced to provide affordable and better healthcare services. The Skim Peduli Kesihatan for the B40 group (PeKa B40) initiative will be strengthened by widening the coverage and increasing the target group’s awareness of PeKa B40 benefits.

Existing housing policies and programmes to assist the B40 will be continued. In this regard, affordable housing programmes such as Rent-to-Own (RTO), Rumah Mesra Rakyat, and Program Perumahan Penjawat Awam Malaysia will continue to be implemented.
Malaysia emphasises poverty alleviation and inclusivity in its national development agenda in meeting the 2030 Agenda, particularly on SDG 1: End Poverty, SDG 2: No Hunger and SDG 10: Reduced Inequality and Shared Prosperity Vision 2030. Therefore, the 12th MP policies, strategies, and initiatives have been mapped to SDG implementation. The 12th MP prioritises people's welfare, social protection, and people-centric projects in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

At the same time, Malaysia will continue to focus on the COVID-19 recovery policies and plans, especially in the healthcare sector. These efforts are in line with the 12th MP and aligned with SDG Goal 3 to ensure healthcare quality, accessibility, and affordability.

Among the policies are the implementation of the Malaysia Strategy Framework for Emerging Diseases and Public Health Emergencies II (MYSED II) Work plan (2017-2021). This work plan has proven to be highly beneficial in battling the COVID-19 pandemic in terms of preparedness, whereby swift control measures were put in place to contain the outbreak and save lives and resources. 

Besides, Malaysia’s economic recovery is on track with the National COVID-19 Immunisation Programme that began on 24 February 2021 and will continue in stages by implementing a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach.

Furthermore, efforts have also been made to improve the effectiveness of the social protection system in Malaysia. For instance, The Malaysia Social Protection Council (MySPC) and Jawatankuasa Khas Kabinet Menangani Kemiskinan (JKKMK) have been merged to become a single entity. This is to ensure better coordination in the formulation of policies and effectively executing strategies for social protection. Apart from combating poverty, this Council will also focus on addressing social insurance and labour market issues through shared databases and reports.

Meanwhile, Social Protection Database System (PDPS) is being developed to increase the effectiveness of the service delivery of social assistance provided by various agencies. A national policy on social protection is also in the pipeline to increase inclusivity and ensure no one is left behind.

In addition, continuous improvements across the provision of basic infrastructure and amenities, affordable housing, quality education and healthcare services, social protection and service delivery mechanism will allow the nation to build back better. 


	5.
	What measures guarantee that rights holders are meaningfully involved in sharing  the benefits of COVID recovery plans? How are stakeholders, including the private sector, ensuring that the benefits of COVID recovery plans and projects are equitably distributed to all segments of the population to reduce inequalities and reach the most vulnerable?


	Vulnerable and marginalised groups need to be identified and prioritised to ensure that they are included in the COVID-19 response. Experience and evidence during the ongoing COVID-19 response show that the risk of vulnerability has increased. 
The Malaysian government continues to enhance the well-being of vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities, the elderly and children. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government has rolled out a cash transfer programme for the B40 and M40 called Bantuan Prihatin Nasional (BPN). It benefited almost 18 million recipients at the cost of RM18.2 billion.

Policies continue to focus on enhancing initiatives to eradicate poverty and ensure the inequality among Malaysians will be reduced in line with the 2030 Agenda and towards achieving SDG 1. Efforts to raise the income and standard of living of poor households and B40 will be enhanced further, especially for specific target groups such as children, youth, women, older persons and persons with disabilities and empowering indigenous groups.



	6.
	Are States guaranteeing social protection floors, even in times of crisis?


	The public healthcare system, which is financed through federal taxation, is a vital part of the social protection floor in Malaysia. It provides access to affordable and equitable health services with good financial risk protection. Regardless of socioeconomic status, services provided by the Malaysian government, which encompasses womb to tomb care, are highly subsidised at the point of care. Those who cannot afford even the subsidised fees are waived, and further assistance such as the Medical Aid Fund is provided.  

Throughout the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the public healthcare system remains a critical service in ensuring the lives and livelihood of the population are preserved. Public health interventions, testing, treatment, and vaccination for COVID-19 are provided free of charge for Malaysians as well as foreigners through the extensive network of public and private facilities. These efforts are supported by multiple temporary quarantine centres, which were opened throughout the country and are accessible at the point of use to strengthen the treatment and monitoring of COVID-19 patients.

The Malaysian government also provides free treatment and vaccination for COVID-19 to everyone, regardless of citizenship.


	B. International perspective

	1.
	How are states/development agencies cooperating to mobilize additional resources at international level – including knowledge sharing, technical cooperation, capacity-building and technology transfers – in order to provide the means and facilities to foster comprehensive COVID recovery?

	With regard to mobilising additional resources at the international level, Malaysia has been donating resources to countries in need. During the pandemic, Malaysia has provided humanitarian assistance by supplying vaccines to Bangladesh, Laos, and Bosnia Herzegovina. 

Additionally, Malaysia is also involved in various international and regional platforms such as the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), Commonwealth, United Nations and multilateral development banks. Malaysia actively participates in meetings hosted by these organisations (officials’ level to ministerial level) and utilises the platforms to register our concerns, proposals, and ideas on the continuous effort to mitigate the adverse impacts of the pandemic. 



