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To UN OHCHR  

Russian War Crimes in Ukraine and Violations the Right to Digital Education 

Our Association of Reintegration of Crimea (ARC)1, is non-governmental expert and 

human rights organisation2, with activities devoted to Crimea’s issues. ARC’s expert 

researches are related with human rights of Crimean residents and ethnic groups, including 

children rights.  

Since 2020 we sent more than 100 submissions and proposals to UN human rights’ 

strictures, major part of them were published in the UN web-sources, including the issues of 

violation the children rights, illegal child trafficking and children prostitution in the Crimea3 

We reported to UN bodies on issues of repressions against Ukrainian youth in the Crimea45, 

including violations of freedom of opinion67, right to privacy8, cultural rights9, racial and 

gender discrimination of Crimean youth101112, its criminal sexual exploitation1314 and Russia’s 

Nazi propaganda in Crimean “educational institutions”151617.  

We informed UN structures that illegal occupation and attempted annexation of the Crimea 

by Russia since 2014, as a part of Russian-Ukrainian interstate conflict, changed the situation 

in the region and worsened significantly the possibilities of children rights’ realization and 

protection18.  

As we pointed already to some UN bodies, since 24th of February 2022 Russia committed 

broad and open military aggression to Ukraine’s territory. Due last 23 months of fights Russia 

occupied some territories of Donetzk, Kharkiv, Kherson, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhya regions and 

strong fights are going near cities with total population of millions persons near the 
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frontline1920212223. It creates strong challenges for right to education, including digital 

education, which we may describe in answers to the UN Special Rapporteur’s questionnaire.  

1-5. In Russia-occupied territories of Ukraine (AR Crimea, Sevastopol, parts of Donetsk, 

Kherson, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhya regions and some area of Kharkiv region) the so-called 

“Russian standards” of education established that reject the issues of human rights education 

and includes strong illegal Russia’s militaristic propaganda, propaganda of so-called “priority” 

of “Russian world” in standards of Nazi policy, hate speech against ethnic Ukrainians and 

elements of racial discrimination.  

Some teachers of Ukrainian schools in above-pointed Russia-occupied Ukraine’s mainland 

areas were kidnapped by Russian troops and some teacher from Crimea were ‘punished’ and 

‘dismissed’ by Russia-controlled criminal “administration” for their position against Russia’s 

war propaganda in local ‘schools’. Some thousands of Ukrainian minors from Russia-

occupied Ukraine’s mainland areas were transferred illegally to Russia-occupied Crimea and 

to Russia itself since summer, 2022; more that 2000 of them are kept by force in Yevpatoria 

without adequate education.  

Russian illegal “educational policy” includes punishment for the youth and their 

parents for attempts to get distance Ukrainian education on-line. Russian “administrations” 

and “school management” check pupils’ mobiles searching applications that allow them to 

communicate with Ukrainian educational institutions online. If such applications are found 

the aggressor’s punitive structures initiate repressions against pupils’ parents, including 

illegal “deprivation of parental rights”. 

Also schools in Russia-occupied Ukrainian territories, especially in relevant parts of 

Kherson and Zaporizhzhya regions are used criminally by Russian invaders as places of 

disposition Russian troops and ammunition, school libraries are criminally destroyed or 

censured against any literature on Ukrainian language and about Ukraine. Those criminal 

steps of Russian invaders brutally violate the principles of availability, accessibility, 

acceptability and adaptability of education. 

Ukraine immediately filed an Application with the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on 

25 February 2022, instituting proceedings against Russian in a dispute concerning the 

interpretation, application or fulfillment of the UN Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. Russia refused to execute the ICJ order in this case to 

stop the aggression2425.  

Those issues now are the subject of the investigation the International Criminal Court26 

Due to gross violation the human rights Ukraine filed an application to the European Court of 

Human Rights also27. Russian government refused to execute the demand of the ECtHR and 

the order of ICJ to immediately suspend the military operations that it commenced on 24 

February 2022,28 also as previous order of ICJ to ensure the availability of education in the 

Ukrainian language in the Russia-occupied Crimea, given in April, 2017 in case No. 166 29. 
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On March 16 2022, Russia was excluded from the Council of Europe and refused officially 

to execute the demands of European Convention on Human Rights30 that guarantees rights to 

education in its Protocol. UN Human Rights Council (HRC) adopted its resolution 49/1 on 4 

March 2022 where it expressed grave concern at the documented harm to the enjoyment of 

many human rights, resulting from the aggression against Ukraine by Russia31.  

On 8 March 2022 UN human rights experts called on Russia to immediately end its 

invasion of Ukraine to avoid further bloodshed; experts recalled that intentional attacks 

against civilian objects amount to war crimes32, that are terroristic by their nature. In other UN 

experts’ statements the negative impact of Russia’s aggression on children was condemned33, 

and relevant risks for children’s right were pointed3435. 

UN General Assembly in its resolution ES-11/1 on 2 March 2022 recognized that the 

military operations of Russia inside the sovereign territory of Ukraine are on a scale that the 

international community has not seen in decades and that urgent action is needed to save this 

generation from the scourge of war. In article 9 of this resolution UN General Assembly 

demanded to protect civilians, including persons in vulnerable situations36 thea it actual for 

Ukrainian youth. 

UN General Assembly in its resolution ES-11/2 on 24 March 2022, articles 5 and 8, 

demanded again full respect for and protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the 

civilian population and civilian infrastructure that is critical to the delivery of essential 

services in armed conflict (including schools and other educational institutions); stressed that 

the sieges of cities in Ukraine further aggravate the humanitarian situation for the civilian 

population and hamper evacuation efforts, and therefore demands to put an end to sieges37.  

On 7 April 2022 the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution ES-11/338 calling for 

Russia to be suspended from the Human Rights Council39.  

The UN Human Rights Council adopted on 12th of May a resolution on the deteriorating 

human rights situation in Ukraine where pointed that Russia should immediately cease its 

aggression, withdraw all its forces from the whole territory of Ukraine, and provide 

international human rights and humanitarian institutions with unhindered, immediate and safe 

access to persons transferred from conflict-affected areas40. 

Those decisions are not executed by Russian troops, Russia-controlled mercenaries and 

terroristic groups, which established policy or terror and repressions over the Russia-occupied 

territories of Ukraine. Russian troops, fake “administrations” and “commandant’s offices” use 

actively the practice of extrajudicial executions of local civil population, including children, 

violating their rights, including right to education4142.  

Russian illegal “educational policy” brutally violate the demands of article 26 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, of articles 13 and 14 of the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and of article 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and others of the 
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Convention on the Rights of the Child also as article 2 of Protocol to European Convention on 

Human Rights, obligatory for Russia till September, 2022. 

In preparation for a large-scale aggression and increased militarization of the Crimea since 

2020, the occupiers have increased funding for the “republican DOSAAF”, including through 

the fake “government”. In 2022, this criminal activity, due to the obvious demands of the 

Kremlin, intensified, and in 2022 the structure conducted criminal “military-patriotic 

gatherings” for the Crimean youth, and each “district department” received a separate “order” 

from above – radio direction finding, underwater swimming and so on. 

Now the “Crimean DOSAAF” is criminally involved in the organization of the so-called 

“territorial defense” as a hidden component of the criminal “mobilization”, training “recruits” 

“off their job”43. Criminal aggressor’s “administrations” in the occupied territories are 

urgently fulfilling the criminal instruction to “create cells in every school” for so-called 

“Russian movement of children and youth” to enforce the degree of the corresponding 

criminal aggressor’ Nazi and war propaganda44  

The level of aggressor’s militaristic propaganda among the minor residents of Crimea was 

reflected in eve of 2023 when so-called “Museum of victory” announced the “partial 

mobilization” of Sevastopol children for the “New Year’s front” and such militaristic 

propaganda is disseminated via social networks and Russia-controlled digital “educational” 

applications45. 

Crimean ‘teachers’ are forced by Russian occupiers’ criminal “administration” to 

“voluntarily” give up part of their “salary” to “support” the army of the aggressor country. To 

do this, ‘teachers’ must write a “statement” addressed to the “director” of the “educational 

institution”. Failure to do so, according to the local illegal “authorities”, is “reason for 

dismissal”46. 

In the spring of 2022, the Russian invaders promised to conduct “massive retraining” of 

teachers in the occupied regions of southern mainland Ukraine in Crimea, while Crimean 

collaborators promised to “retrain” tens of thousands of teachers in framework of Russian 

Nazi and militaristic propaganda and hate speech against Ukrainians; later some aggressor’s 

illegal activities were realised474849. 

In July-November 2022 Russian invaders transferred illegally thousands children from 

Russia-occupied Kherson and Zaporizhzhya regions’ areas to Russia-occupied Crimea 

allegedly for “recreation and safety” but de-facto as hostages50. 

Over 120 illegal “administrative cases” have recently been opened against Crimean 

‘teachers’ and activists by Russian invader’s “law enforcement officers”; repressions continue 

throughout the period of occupation51. A mathematics teacher from a ‘school’ in Ukromne 

village, Simferopol District, Said Asanov, “received a denunciation” regarding alleged 

statements by a ‘teacher’ in a lesson against Russia’s criminal “partial mobilization” in the 

Crimea52. In Dzhankoy town, the “administration” of ‘school No. 8’, controlled by the 
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Russian invaders, forced geography teacher Susanna Bezazieva “to resign” after she pointed 

on lesson against Russia’s aggression53. 

Now new wave of authoritarian repressions against educational process started during 

Russia’s preparations for illegal “presidential elections” that will be organized in Russia-

occupied territory in February-March 2024, as Russia-controlled structures promise to 

local Ukrainian population, as in Crimea so in Kherson and Zaporizhzhya regions, that 

persons, who will make any protests against “presidential elections” or refuse to participate 

in such “presidential elections” and to “vote for Putin”, will be punished brutally of even 

“will disappear forever”.  

Strong pressure in this area on is committing on teachers and pupils’ parents via digital 

networks, “school chats” and other online forms of communications, as aggressor-

controlled “educational institutions and structures” will be used by Russian invaders as key 

tool of “electoral” scams. 

All Ukraine’s attempts for the peace-building, including peace talks and negotiations with 

Russian government were unsuccessful and Russia rejects all peace propositions and it refuses 

to execute the demands of ICJ and ECHR orders to stop the aggression and hostilities that are 

directly pointed against Ukrainian children’s rights including right to education.  

All those above-pointed steps of the Nazi policy of Russian government and by the Russia-

controlled “administrations” in Russia-occupied Crimea, South and East of Ukraine in areas of 

violation the right to education must be reflected in UN official position. 

So Ukrainian children in hostilities zone and in Russia-occupied territories are extremely 

vulnerable groups, which need urgent international protection. 

Our Association believes that urgent, immediate steps of the UN OHCHR must be done 

including all observation procedures and immediate visits to Ukraine. Monitoring procedure, 

mentioned in HRC resolution 49/1, must be made stronger immediately. 

Our Association believes that urgent, immediate steps of the UN Special Rapporteur on 

protection Ukrainian children human rights in condition of ongoing interstate conflict and 

hostilities must be done including all observation procedures and immediate visit to Ukraine.  

We hope that previous special statements of the UN experts and rapporteurs regarding 

situation in Ukraine must be supported by next UN steps reacting the Russia’s ongoing 

terrorist policy and aggression in Ukraine, including war crimes against children and violating 

their right to education, including framework of High Commissioner’s mandate.  

29th January, 2024                                                                         Representative of the ARC 

Dr. Borys Babin 
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