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[bookmark: _Toc91764427][bookmark: _Hlk89178737]Activity 2.2.1. Materials: Participant info cards
Module 2 Session 1 Activity 2.1.1. – Welcome and introductions
Make photocopies of this page and cut out the cards. You will need one info card for each participant.

Name: _______________________________________________________
Organization: __________________________________________________
Occupation/position: ____________________________________________

Why do you think persons with disabilities disproportionately live below the poverty line?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


Name: _______________________________________________________
Organization: __________________________________________________
Occupation/position: ____________________________________________

Why do you think persons with disabilities disproportionately live below the poverty line?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Toc91764428]Activity 2.1.3 Handout: Five core pillars of inclusive policies
Module 2 Session 1 Activity 2.1.3. Key concepts – Foundations (optional)
Source: (extracted from the Foundations Guidance, section 2)

The Policy Guidance for Inclusive Sustainable Development Goals – Foundations, outlines five core pillars that are necessary to construct an inclusive policy framework. These should also be considered in the design and implementation of any public policy or programme.

Non-discrimination
A non-discrimination framework that prohibits discrimination across all areas of life and ensures that reasonable accommodation is available to persons with disabilities is essential.


Accessibility
Involves addressing and preventing barriers which restrict the participation of persons with disabilities.


Assistive technology and support services
Assistive technology and support services allow persons with disabilities to benefit from policies and programmes alongside their peers and partially remedies limitations in accessibility.


Participation
Participation ensures that the valuable expertise and experiences of persons with disabilities shape policy and programmes, to ensure the most effective solutions.


Awareness raising
Awareness raising for and about persons with disabilities contributes to combating negative stereotypes and promotes knowledge about, and respect for, their rights and dignity.



[bookmark: _Toc91764429]Activity 2.2.2. Handout: Extended character stories
Module 2 Session 2 Activity 2.2.2. Stories of persons with disabilities 
[bookmark: _Toc91764430]Aaron’s story
Family members:
· Aaron – person with disability
· Tanya – Aaron’s mother
· Evan – Aaron’s uncle, his mother’s brother
· Judith – Aaron’s aunt, Evan’s wife

Minimum salary in Aaron’s country: 1000

Aaron has always been a go-getter. He is full of dreams and plans. His father was a successful lawyer, and they lived in the suburbs where Aaron attended a very reputable school. His mother, Tanya, stayed at home. When Aaron was 16 years old (10 years ago) he was in a serious car accident with his father. Aaron’s father died and he became quadriplegic. Since his mother didn’t work and he was still in high school, Aaron and his mother moved in with her brother Evan, and his wife Judith, who had two children close to Aaron’s age. 

Evan and Judith both work and earn only above the minimum salary. Tanya never had a formal job and, after the accident, she became a caregiver to Aaron, through his various surgeries and rehabilitation process. She receives a small widow’s pension and most of the money left after Aaron’s father’s death went to cover medical expenses. She has no savings. 

After his rehabilitation process, Aaron was determined to study and find a job, so he could contribute to the household. He really wants to study accounting but hasn’t been able to. Two years ago, he found a job at a company that pays him minimum salary. It was very hard to find a job that would accept him being a wheelchair user, so he’s glad that, at least, he has a job. His cousins left the family home some years ago and now they both have children of their own. Because Tanya is ageing, she can no longer fully support Aaron with his daily needs, so he hired a personal assistant to assist him 3 days a week. Tanya still helps him the other days of the week. 



Aaron’s family monthly budget 
	Income by family member
	Expenses

	Evan’s salary (uncle)
	1300
	

	Judith’s salary (aunt, wife of Evan)
	1200
	

	Aaron’s salary (person with disability)
	1100
	

	Tanya’s widow pension (Aaron’s mother)
	700
	

	Utilities
	
	400

	Rent
	
	1500

	Aaron’s daily transportation
	
	800 (40 per day for 5 days in the week)

	Aaron’s personal assistant
	
	600 (200 per day for 3 days in the week)

	Groceries
	
	500

	Public transportation for Evan and Judith to work
	
	400 (10 round trip/each, 5 days/week)

	Other expenses
	
	50

	Total
	4300
	4250



The Policy Guidance for Inclusive Sustainable Development Goals – No poverty state that an inclusive social protection programme, allows persons with disabilities to participate fully in society, contribute to their communities, and pursue their own development according to their life plan. The Guidance goes on to say that:
To end poverty for all and to ensure all persons with disabilities experience a sustainable escape from poverty, governments must:
· make structural changes to social protection systems, to ensure they are disability-inclusive 
· ensure disability-related extra costs are considered when measuring and monitoring poverty reduction
· ensure social protection programmes facilitate the access to basic general services, assistive technologies and financial services 
The diagram below presents the main areas of intervention to realize Sustainable Development Goal 1 outlined in the Policy Guidance. 
[image: ]



Task
Together with the members of your group you will determine, the kinds of social support that should be available to Aaron and the members of his family to escape poverty and for Aaron to participate fully in society.

1. Read Aaron’s story and review the family’s monthly budget.
2. Then complete the steps below by writing your group’s responses on the flipchart version provided by the trainer.
Step 1 
What challenges do Aaron and his family face related to Aaron’s disabilities? 
	Challenges Aaron faces
	Challenges his family members face

	




	







Step 2 
Based on your analysis in Step 1, and drawing on the recommendations from the Policy Guidance, how can social protection systems assist Aaron and his family? Please provide specific examples.


Step 3
What should be the aims of social protection for Aaron?



Step 4
Over time, Aaron’s situation will change. For example:
Because Tanya is ageing, her back hurts and she can’t help Aaron much, so Aaron will need a personal assistant for 5 days a week instead of two days a week.

How would a social protection system support Aaron’s family over time?


Handout: Extended character stories
Activity 2.2.2. Stories of persons with disabilities 
[bookmark: _Toc91764431]Eva’s story
Family members:
· Eva – person with disability
· Sol - Eva’s mother
· Barbara - Eva’s 8-year-old sister

Minimum salary in Eva’s country: 1000

Eva is 19 years old. She was born blind and has limited mobility; she uses crutches to walk. She receives a disability pension but, if she works, she will lose it. She was only able to attend school up to the ninth grade. Receiving the pension also makes her ineligible for poverty-reduction cash benefits. Eva’s mother, Sol,has never been able to work full-time because she is Eva’s main support. Eva’s little sister, Barbara, goes to school. Sol works part-time at a factory, and she also works as a tailor so she can make a little extra income. Eva has always wanted to have a guide-dog but they can’t afford one. 

Eva’s family monthly budget

	Description
	Income
	Expense

	Eva’s pension
	600
	

	Sol’s salary (Eva’s mother)
	700 (⅔ time)
	

	Sol’s extra income
	300
	

	Rent
	
	500

	Utilities
	
	200

	Groceries
	
	200

	Transportation
	
	300

	Barbara’s school expenses
	
	100

	Total
	1300
	1300


The Policy Guidance for Inclusive Sustainable Development Goals – No poverty state that an inclusive social protection programme, allows persons with disabilities to participate fully in society, contribute to their communities, and pursue their own development according to their life plan. The Guidance goes on to say that:
To end poverty for all and to ensure all persons with disabilities experience a sustainable escape from poverty, governments must:
· make structural changes to social protection systems, to ensure they are disability-inclusive 
· ensure disability-related extra costs are considered when measuring and monitoring poverty reduction
· ensure social protection programmes facilitate the access to basic general services, assistive technologies and financial services 
The diagram below presents the main areas of intervention to realize Sustainable Development Goal 1 outlined in the Policy Guidance.
[image: ] 
Task
Together with the members of your group you will determine, the kinds of social support that should be available to Eva and the members of her family to escape poverty and for Eva to participate fully in society.

3. Read Eva’s story and review the family’s monthly budget.
4. Then complete the steps below by writing your group’s responses on the flipchart version provided by the trainer.
Step 1 
What challenges do Eva and her family face related to Eva’s disabilities? 
	Challenges Eva faces
	Challenges her family members face

	




	








Step 2 
Based on your analysis in Step 1, and drawing on the recommendations from the Policy Guidance, how can social protection systems assist Eva and her family? Please provide specific examples.






Step 3
What should be the aims of social protection for Eva?



Over time, Eva’s situation and/or needs will change. For example:
Eva wants to join a government programme that trains persons with disabilities to work in call-centers for a few hours a week, without losing their pension. However, she needs $200 to get the appropriate software to take the course.
How would a social protection system support Eva’s family over time?


[bookmark: _Hlk86237956]Handout: Extended character stories
Activity 2.2.2. Stories of persons with disabilities 
[bookmark: _Toc91764432]Benjamin’s story
Family members:
· Benjamin – person with disability
· Paula – Benjamin’s mother
· Gonzalo – Benjamin’s father 
· Emil – Benjamin’s younger brother

Minimum salary in your country: 1000

Paula and Gonzalo own a small plot of land where they grow maize and potatoes to sell at the local market. When their older son, Benjamin, was born in the public hospital of the nearest town, the doctors told them that they needed to have additional tests. For the first years of Benjamin’s life, Paula spent a lot of time taking Benjamin to the hospital to get new tests. When Benjamin was two, the doctors told them that he has autism and would need intense therapies for his whole life. 

When Benjamin was 4 years old, his younger brother, Emil was born. With two children, Gonzalo became the only one working the land and bringing their produce to sell at the market. Until the time Benjamin was 10, Paula would travel 2 hours each way to the capital city to take him to therapy, twice a week. But after that, they could not afford it any longer. The town school didn’t accept him, telling them that they were not prepared to take in a child like Benjamin. After knocking on many government doors, the child welfare office told them that they could place Benjamin in an institution with other children in similar conditions. He could live there, he would see doctors, and Paula and Gonzalo would not have to pay for it. The parents were very sad about parting ways with Benjamin, but they finally accepted it. He’s been in the institution for 15 years. It is 3 hours away from his home and each time becomes harder for them to visit him. Emil studied until the ninth grade, and now helps work the land and sell the harvest. He still would like to figure out how to bring his brother back, even though he hasn’t seen him in a long time.

Monthly Budget

	Description
	Income
	Expense

	Gonzalo and Paula’s income from the selling of harvest (Benjamin’s parents)
	600-900
	

	Farming costs
	
	500

	Transportation to see Benjamin
	
	50 each way

	Groceries
	
	200

	Total
	600-900
	700 + visits



The Policy Guidance for Inclusive Sustainable Development Goals – No poverty state that an inclusive social protection programme, allows persons with disabilities to participate fully in society, contribute to their communities, and pursue their own development according to their life plan. The Guidance goes on to say that:
To end poverty for all and to ensure all persons with disabilities experience a sustainable escape from poverty, governments must:
· make structural changes to social protection systems, to ensure they are disability-inclusive 
· ensure disability-related extra costs are considered when measuring and monitoring poverty reduction
· ensure social protection programmes facilitate the access to basic general services, assistive technologies and financial services 
The diagram below presents the main areas of intervention to realize Sustainable Development Goal 1 outlined in the Policy Guidance.
[image: ] 
Task
Together with the members of your group you will determine, the kinds of social support that should be available to Benjamin and the members of his family to escape poverty without compromising their right to family, and particularly for Benjamin to participate fully in society.

1. Read Benjamin’s story and review the family’s monthly budget.
2. Then complete the steps below by writing your group’s responses on the flipchart version provided by the trainer.

Step 1 
What challenges do Benjamin and his family face related to Benjamin’s disabilities? 
	Challenges Benjamin faces
	Challenges his family members face

	

	






Step 2 
Based on your analysis in Step 1, and drawing on the recommendations from the Policy Guidance, how can social protection systems assist Benjamin and his family? Please provide specific examples.


Step 3
What should be the aims of social protection for Benjamin?

Step 4
Over time, Benjamin’s situation and/or needs will change. For example:
The institution where Benjamin is placed informs Benjamin’s family that they now have to cover his psychiatric medications, which cost $ 200/month.

How would a social protection system support Benjamin’s family over time?


Handout: Extended character stories
Activity 2.2.2. Stories of persons with disabilities 
[bookmark: _Toc91764433]Zhang’s story
Family members:
· Zhang – person with disability
· Ling Mei and Hui Yin – Zhang’s sisters
· Yanmin – Zhang’s grandmother 

Minimum salary in your country: 1000

Zhang is 24 years old and has an intellectual disability. She lives with her two sisters, Ling Mei and Hui Yin, and their grandmother, Yanmin, who raised them. Ling Mei and Hui Yin finished technical studies and are now working. Ling Mei works as a manager in a department store, and Hui Yin is a nurse. Their grandmother is retired and her health has been declining. Zhang did not go to school but her sisters taught her to read and use numbers. Zhang takes care of cleaning, caring for her grandmother, paying the bills and buying groceries. She has always enjoyed cooking, and makes lunch for her sisters every day, which they love. Some of her neighbors have asked her to cook for them too, and she receives a little money that way. She would like to have a business to sell lunches by delivery, so she could contribute to the household, as her grandmother’s health expenses are increasing fast. Her sisters have always encouraged her. She spoke with a friend of the family who knows about business management and helped her draft a budget for her business. She went to the bank to apply for a loan but they told her that she needed to bring her guardian because the bank cannot give loans directly to “people like her”, because they do not know how to administer money. They asked her for a copy of her guardianship decision, but she is not under guardianship and does not want to be. 

Zhang’s family monthly budget

	Description
	Income
	Expense

	Ling Mei’s salary (Zhang’s sister)
	2000
	

	Hui Yin’s salary (Zhang’s sister)
	1800
	

	Zhang’s income from cooking for her neighbors
	200
	

	Rent
	
	1300

	Groceries
	
	300

	Utilities
	
	200

	Gas, parking, car payment
	
	500

	Yanmin’s health expenses (Zhang’s grandmother)
	
	600

	Total
	3900
	2900



The Policy Guidance for Inclusive Sustainable Development Goals – No poverty state that an inclusive social protection programme, allows persons with disabilities to participate fully in society, contribute to their communities, and pursue their own development according to their life plan. The Guidance goes on to say that:
To end poverty for all and to ensure all persons with disabilities experience a sustainable escape from poverty, governments must:
· make structural changes to social protection systems, to ensure they are disability-inclusive 
· ensure disability-related extra costs are considered when measuring and monitoring poverty reduction
· ensure social protection programmes facilitate the access to basic general services, assistive technologies and financial services 
The diagram below presents the main areas of intervention to realize Sustainable Development Goal 1 outlined in the Policy Guidance. 
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Task
Together with the members of your group you will determine, the kinds of social support that should be available to Zhang and the members of her family to escape poverty and for Zhang to participate fully in society.



1. Read Zhang’s story and review the family’s monthly budget.
2. Then complete the steps below by writing your group’s responses on the flipchart version provided by the trainer.
Step 1 
What challenges do Zhang and his family face related to Zhang’s disabilities? 
	Challenges Zhang faces
	Challenges her family members face

	

	






Step 2 
Based on your analysis in Step 1, and drawing on the recommendations from the Policy Guidance, how can social protection systems assist Zhang and his family? Please provide specific examples.




Step 3
What should be the aims of social protection for Zhang?



Step 4
Over time, Zhang’s situation and or needs will change. For example:

Because of the current crisis, Ling Mei’s employers tell her that they can only offer her a part-time job, for half of her current pay.

How would a social protection system support Zhang’s family over time?


[bookmark: _Toc91764434][bookmark: _Hlk89344667]Activity 2.2.3. Handout: Inclusive social protection systems - structural elements
[bookmark: _Hlk89344623]Module 2 Session 2 Activity 2.2.3. Necessary structural elements
Source: Policy Guidance SDG 1 section 4

Twin-track approach
 This approach includes:
· systematically mainstreaming the interests and rights of persons with disabilities in policy design and implementation, across all sectors and areas of life
· adopting targeted policies and programming measures, aimed specifically at persons with disabilities
The balance between mainstreaming strategies and targeted support should be tailored to address the needs of specific communities; however, the overall goal should always be to include persons with disabilities in all aspects of society and development.

A human rights-based approach
To adequately end poverty for persons with disabilities, social protection systems must adopt a human rights-based approach anchored in the CRPD. This implies a shift - from focusing on minimal income replacement, related to incapacity to work, to focusing on ensuring support for inclusion and participation. While acknowledging the fact that many persons with disabilities face tremendous barriers in the labour market, a rights-based approach combines basic income security with coverage of disability-related extra costs across the life cycle to ensure that existing barriers are removed.

Disability assessment and determination focus on support requirements, rather than impairment
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD Committee) has consistently recommended that countries reform their disability assessments, moving them away from a focus solely on a medical assessment of impairment and towards a more holistic assessment which considers the situation of the individual and their support requirements to achieve participation.

Moving away from a focus on “incapacity to work”
Considering the multiple barriers in the labour market, social protection systems should prioritize persons with disabilities, along with older persons and children, for provision of basic income security. However, ‘incapacity to work’ cannot be the solution. Social protection systems should develop flexible approaches which acknowledge the tremendous challenges faced by persons with disabilities in the labour market and provide them with a supportive combination of basic income security and coverage of disability-related extra costs, including for those who seek or obtain work.

Tailoring benefits to the diversity of persons with disabilities
Persons with disabilities and their households often incur higher expenditures than others, on both goods and services related to disability (e.g., mobility aids, personal assistance, accessible housing) and on general goods and services (e.g., healthcare, transportation).
This is commonly referred to as “disability-related extra costs”. Currently, very few social protection systems measure disability-related extra costs or factor these costs into social protection schemes.
Not accounting for these extra costs undermines the effectiveness of social protection policies in a number of key ways.
Therefore, to be effective in supporting a sustainable escape from poverty for persons with disabilities, social protection systems must assess the disability-related extra costs experienced in a particular country and incorporate those disability-related extra costs in the design and implementation of social protection schemes.

Access to basic general services and disability-specific services to ensure full and effective participation in the community
Implementing SDG 1 requires taking action both to alleviate the impact of poverty and to provide for conditions that allow persons with disabilities to participate actively in economic life, as well as creating a sustainable escape from poverty. This requires, at a minimum, the development of accessible and inclusive policies and environments and the provision of support measures, in order to promote and enhance the autonomy and economic independence of persons with disabilities, while living within the community

Consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities
Consultation with, and active involvement of, persons with disabilities, including through their representative organizations contributes to design effective and legitimized social protection policies. Participation  should not be limited to discussing and assessing the effectiveness of disability-specific schemes but be extended to mainstream schemes and benefits and to the overall social protection system, including the definition of strategies and priorities for social protection.

Awareness-raising
A lack of information and awareness-raising campaign strategies in accessible formats on the available social protection programmes, their different benefits, their eligibility criteria and their administrative procedures prevents the access to benefits and services by persons with disabilities.

Finance and budget
Transparent budget allocation and financing schemes, as well as related accountability mechanisms, are key to ensure the financial, fiscal and economic sustainability of the social protection system – both overall and for those programmes benefitting persons with disabilities in particular – and to periodically assess its performance and efficiency.



[bookmark: _Hlk85528983][bookmark: _Toc91764435]Activity 2.2.4. Handout: Do’s and Don’ts table 
Module 2 Session 2 Activity 2.2.4. Actions for social protection and income stability – “Do’s and Don’ts”
Source: Policy Guidance SDG 1 section 1.3

Do’s and Don’ts

	Do
	Don’t

	Law, policy, programmes

	Ensure that legislation and policies on social protection are compatible with the right to work and to employment.
	Establish disincentives such as incompatibility between cash transfers or services and work or employment, forcing persons with disabilities to choose between a stable poverty reduction scheme or an unstable employment.

	Adopt a twin-track approach by ensuring that mainstream social protection schemes are inclusive of, and accessible to, persons with disabilities, as well as developing disability-specific programmes to ensure that aspects connected to persons with disabilities are not left unattended, e.g., disability-related extra-costs.
	Assume that mainstream social protection programmes cover all the requirements of persons with disabilities.

	Governance, inter-institutional coordination

	Ensure that social protection systems facilitate access to basic services (health care, education, nutrition, housing, etc.) and disability-specific services (assistive technology, rehabilitation, personal assistants, etc.) by covering the costs either directly (e.g., concessions, universal health coverage) or indirectly (e.g., universal cash benefits for persons with disabilities that are sufficient to cover disability-related costs).
	Focus only on monetary measures of poverty nor implement social protection programmes solely focused on poverty-targeted cash transfers.

	Practice and implementation

	Ensure that poverty reduction schemes include persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others.
	Impose conditionalities within poverty reduction schemes without providing the necessary support for persons with disabilities to fulfil them (e.g., requiring children with disabilities to be attending school, without providing the support needed to overcome any barriers they may face in enrolling and attending school).

	Ensure that social protection floors include the extra-cost of disability and appropriately provide for them, in addition to providing for basic income security and access to health care.
	Implement “one-size-fit-all” means-tested or proxy means-tested eligibility thresholds that do not take into account the extra costs of disability.

	Ensure that disability assessment for accessing disability benefits is easy to implement and available across the country’s territory.
	Use complex disability assessment mechanisms that cannot be rolled out throughout the territory and which become barriers, rather than entry points, to access support.

	Develop flexible combinations of benefits to ensure basic income security and coverage of disability-related extra costs, including for persons with disabilities who seek and obtain work.
	Establish conditions for access to social protection based on the “incapacity to work” of persons with disabilities.

	Create community-based support services, such as personal assistance and peer support, and allocate funds to progressively increase the number of persons with disabilities accessing them.
	Perpetuate nor develop institutionalization by continuing to invest in institutions (large, small, group-homes, day care, etc.) and other segregated housing, such as psychiatric institutions.

	Create social protection schemes that recognize and compensate parents, caregivers and other family members, particularly women, who provide support to persons with disabilities; develop personal assistance services and third-person support allowances, enabling persons with disabilities to choose their support services.
	Rely on family members to provide support to persons with disabilities without simultaneously creating community-based inclusive development programmes and disability-support services, such as personal assistants.

	Information, communication and awareness-raising

	Ensure that the implementation of programmes includes robust awareness-raising campaigns and activities - including the dissemination of accessible information to all persons with disabilities and their families -, notably on entitlements and benefits, eligibility criteria, conditionalities and all procedures.
	Fail to accompany programmes with awareness-raising activities and dissemination of accessible information, thus failing to reach out to potential beneficiaries, including persons with disabilities and their families.

	Participation

	Facilitate the meaningful involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs), in all their diversity, in legislation, policy design and development, and outreach mechanisms.
	Overlook the key inputs and support that OPDs can provide to ensure the effectiveness of policies and of outreach which meets the requirements of all persons with disabilities.

	Data collection and disaggregation

	Ensure that the social protection monitoring framework allows for the disaggregation by disability, including sub-group disaggregation by gender, economic status and location (e.g., urban/rural), and the assessment of the extent to which programmes promote the participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities.
	Rely only on census data to monitor the impact of social protection systems.



[bookmark: _Toc91764436]
Activity 2.2.5 Handout – Social protection systems proposed for the characters in the stories from Activity 2.2.2. 
Module 2 Session 2 Activity 2.2.5. Addressing disability-related extra costs 
How can social protection systems assist Aaron and his family?
By ensuring, for example, coverage of and/or access to:
· Disability support allowance for Aaron that is compatible with other social protection and economic empowerment schemes
· Rehabilitation
· Assistive technologies
· Personal assistance 
· Accessible transportation 
· Caregiver’s allowance to Aaron’s mother, Tanya, in recognition of the time and support she is providing to him 
· Rental subsidy

How can social protection systems assist Eva and her family?
By ensuring, for example, coverage of and/or access to:
· Disability support allowance for Eva that is compatible with other social protection and economic empowerment schemes
· Guide dog for Eva
· Personal assistance
· Poverty reduction support 
· Caregiver’s allowance to Eva’s mother, for the time she is providing support to her 
· Single parent income support
· Rental subsidy

How can social protection systems assist Benjamin and his family?
By ensuring, for example, coverage of and/or access to:
· Support in the community, not concentrated in institutions
· Disability support allowance for Benjamin that is compatible with other social protection and economic empowerment schemes
· Therapies available in their community
· Inclusive education 
· Inclusive vocational training and support for employment
· Income support for the household
· Caregiver’s allowance to Benjamin’s mother, for the time she is providing support to her 
How can social protection systems assist Zhang and her family?
By ensuring, for example, coverage of and/or access to:
· Disability support allowance for Zhang that is compatible with other social protection and economic empowerment schemes
· Income support for the household
· Universal health coverage for the grandmother’s health needs
· Ensuring equal access for Zhang to apply for a bank loan
· Supported decision-making mechanisms to assist Zhang in carrying out legal acts according to her will and preferences
· Training and guidance for Zhang to open a business 



Activity 2.2.5. Handout: Social protection schemes to address disability extra costs
Module 2 Session 2 Activity 2.2.5. Addressing disability-related extra costs 
In order for persons with disabilities to escape poverty and enjoy equal social and economic participation:
· diversity of costs needs to be considered
· a diversity of social protection schemes needs to be offered/developed that can address a diversity of disability extra costs.

These can take the form of in-kind assistance and cash assistance and need to be considered in different combinations as the needs of individuals will vary according to their impairment and personal situations. The table below outlines some of these.
	In-kind assistance
	Cash assistance

	
Universal Health Care coverage
· persons with disabilities should be a priority group to obtain free health care as they often have greater health care needs and face higher health-related expenses

· coverage should also include rehabilitation and assistive devices, and maintenance of assistive devices.

Direct provision of support
e.g., personal assistance; sign language interpreter.

Concessions and discounts
· free public transport or discounts on taxis
· social housing or other types of relevant and meaningful concessions in order to offset or cover costs of some ordinary services (e.g., utilities) and goods as well as some of the higher-cost disability specific goods and services.
	
Disability autonomy/support allowance
· can provide a flexible support to cover some disability-related costs, such as transport, communications, and other goods and services.
· should be compatible with employment and other income security benefits.

Third person support allowance
· to cover hiring of human assistance such as a personal assistant or sign language interpreter.

Caregiver allowance
· particularly for parents of children with disabilities to compensate loss of income of parents who left work to support their child.



Inclusive social protection systems need to include: meaningful concessions, support services, and universal disability allowance compatible with work and other income security benefits.
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