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Increasingly, it is observed that many families are confronted with the reality of disability by the presence of one or more children with a disability. In view of the demographic growth of the population, it is obvious that the number of people with disabilities is increasing. And if some support and accompaniment measures are taken in favor of people whose disability is perceptible, people with an invisible disability such as intellectual disability are still the most disadvantaged within this population. The major problem posed by the care of people with intellectual disabilities in all areas (educational, professional, health, social, etc.) is the absence of qualified structures in their support. In 1998, LA CHRYSALIDE, Association for the Integration of Intellectually Disabled People in Benin, was created to somewhat compensate for this lack. It is made up of parents of disabled children, people with intellectual disabilities, people of goodwill and professionals in the field of disability.
LA CHRYSALIDE, since its creation, has opted for the inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities in all activities of life and at all levels. It thus intends to reduce the discrimination and marginalization suffered by people with intellectual disabilities in society. As a result, it focuses on their empowerment and development (Articles 19 and 14 of the CRPD) through offers of comprehensive and personalized support services.

· LA CHRYSALIDE offers a space of welcome and benevolent listening, educational, socio-professional, psychological and medical guidance to children (Articles 5, 21, 24, 27, 25 CDPH)
· At the reception and listening area, a free information service is offered to parents who then make an appointment for a possible interview with the child, young person or adult with intellectual disability.

· Subsequently, the parents are guided according to the needs of the child to choose an education in an ordinary environment, in vocational training or psycho-educational support at LA CHRYSALIDE by accepting the conditions of registration of the structure such as paying the costs related to accompaniment and ensuring the regular presence of the child, young person or adult with an intellectual disability in the center at the times and days indicated. Also, parents are also instructed and invited to replicate at home all the activities carried out as part of learning at LA CHRYSALIDE.
· 
· The activities that LA CHRYSALIDE offers:
· In the field of school learning, taking into account their pace and their abilities, LA CHRYSALIDE allows its learners to acquire the basics in writing, reading, copying text, calculation, while operating according to the school calendar in force in Republic of Benin ;
· In the field of learning activities of daily living, LA CHRYSALIDE focuses on the acquisition of autonomy, personal hygiene, cleaning, maintenance, and this in a practical way by helping the learner to carry out the tasks by himself ;
· Educational monitoring at school for children integrated into ordinary classes (Articles 5, 25 CRPD);
· Follow-up at home and in Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR), (Articles 5 and 26 CRPD);
· Follow-up of young people in vocational training in the workshops (Article 5 and 27 CRPD);
· Organization of periodic recreational and educational outings to recognize places in society: market, beach, swimming pool, excursion (Articles 30 CRPD);

· Organization of Café-Parents which is a quarterly information and training meeting on given themes bringing together parents, friends and professionals in the field of disability to share experiences and good practices;
· In the field of awareness and training (article 8 of the CRPD), LA CHRYSALIDE, which has a certain expertise in the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), has carried out several awareness, training and advocacy with schools, families, local and administrative authorities on the rights of children and women with intellectual disabilities and people with disabilities in general, funded by its partners such as Handicap International, African Women's Development Fund (AWDF), Ortho Benin France, Association of Parents of Intellectual Children (APEI) of Périgueux, Head of the 7th District of Cotonou, Liliane Foundation, Service of the Sisters for Human Promotion (SSPH), Inclusion International, etc.
· In the field of sports and leisure (Article 30 CRPD), children, young people and adults with intellectual disabilities from LA CHRYSALIDE take part in national, regional and international competitions. LA CHRYSALIDE organizes every year in December "Christmas For All" at its headquarters for children, young people and adults with intellectual disabilities and their brothers and sisters at the end of the year since 2005, for the respect of the right to leisure and culture of children with disabilities (article 30 CRPD), an integrated holiday camp called "INTEGRANCES" which brings together disabled and non-disabled children for a week to allow them to enjoy the holidays outside their usual setting.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Today, many people with intellectual disabilities are better accepted in their own families and communities. Some children go to the same schools as their able-bodied siblings and friends (Articles 5, 9, 24 CRPD). Some young people and adults participate in income-generating activities (Articles 26, 27, 30 CRPD) such as making greeting cards and dolls as well as cooking and baking in the catering service of the Committee of Mothers and young people of LA CHRYSALIDE.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bcdk0laqnqzf]LA CHRYSALIDE strives to be as close as possible to people with intellectual disabilities and to ensure that the latter are the actors of their realization and their development. Through its approach centered on the disabled person, their family and their community, and for efficient social inclusion, LA CHRYSALIDE offers training for people with intellectual disabilities so that they are informed of their duties and rights and, above all that they can by themselves promote and defend his last; It also offers specific support to parents, families and the community through awareness raising on the roles to be played to promote the development and inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities.
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