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Background
Over the last decades, Italy, like many other countries around the world, has experienced an exponential increase in cannabis, cocaine, synthetic substances, and NPS, while the use of heroin remains stable or increases, especially its smoked use.  Public institutions have underestimated this increase, the vast majority limiting their intervention to distributing agonist therapies. These medically prescribed narcotics, used only for OUD, tend to render the addiction chronic, doing nothing to solve what is essentially a human and educational problem, which has root causes in trauma and ACEs, in complex social and economic conditions that an exclusively medical approach leaves unaddressed.  We advocate for comprehensive and complex interventions, able to offer people with SUD various options that, at the same time, reduce stigma and offer opportunities of giving people hope, care, and support in their recovery process. 
San Patrignano Community

At San Patrignano, SUD is not considered a chronic relapsing disease to be treated pharmaceutically for an undetermined amount of time. Instead, each person who arrives asking for help is seen as unique, full of potential that he/she needs to rediscover and learn to express.  Self-respect and respect for others, the ethics of responsibility, and the spirit of helping those most in need are the founding principles of San Patrignano. Today San Patrignano is one of Europe's largest therapeutic communities, welcoming youngsters and adults with SUD. San Patrignano does not accept money from its residents, their families, or the government. 65% of the funds necessary to run San Patrignano come from the community’s activities, following a principle of autonomy. The rest comes from private donors or companies that believe in the social value of our center. Currently, the Community is home to 800 people, who eat together each day in the huge dining room in a family setting.  At San Patrignano, the human being is at the center, and respect for his needs is the main rule that guides our actions. Based on the San Patrignano experience at the grass root level, we also participate in international events and fora, sharing our views on recovery. We were among the founders of the Recovered Users Network, RUN, advocating for recovery and social integration and for international drug policies that consider the voices and the will of drug users who want to tackle their dependence and its negative consequences.  As part of our global commitment, we regularly attend the Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna and collaborate with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).
PREVENTION. By Art. 33 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC), we believe that it is necessary “to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties and to prevent their involvement in the illicit production and trafficking of such substances. “ 
San Patrignano, alongside the core mission of recovery, devotes many resources to prevention with the WeFree Project www.wefree.it: we meet 50.000 students annually, organizing study visits at our community, school debates, workshops, and theatrical shows. The WeFree Project comes to life from our everyday experience with young people. Raising awareness of the risks of drug use is useful, but often it is not enough: it is crucial to engage youth and people concerned, excite them, provoke them to react, and offer them positive alternatives. Preventing drug use and other dependencies means helping young people to develop adequate skills, helping them to learn how to manage emotional challenges, and offering them early support in case of ACEs. SUD can come as an attempt at self-medication, the most immediate way to alleviate suffering: adults must identify and address children’s needs, offering them a healthy and safe space to grow. Our prevention activities reach out to young people and parents, teachers, and educators to guide their educational efforts.

TREATMENT, RECOVERY, AND SOCIAL INTEGRATION. We believe that people who use drugs have the right to access the best treatment options, available, affordable, and accessible.  They have the right to be supported in their social integration, as not only addiction per se but also the related issues that affect this population should be addressed. Anyone has the right to receive the appropriate treatment according to his choice and not to be marginalized. Treatment systems must provide a wide range of effective services to assist people who use drugs. These services must be scientifically evidence-based and follow the same principle of non-discrimination expected in other health system sectors. In our opinion, especially considering the most vulnerable groups (young people, women and mothers with kids, detainees, and very sick people), recovery can offer those who have developed drug-related problems the opportunity to minimize their risk of further consequences and enable them to function effectively in society, to take part in education, work or other activities, to mend the relationships with their families and to empower them to take control of and enjoy their own lives. Unfortunately, effective recovery options are scarcely available and often very expensive. Therefore, only a few can access them, also in developed countries. That is unacceptable.
Since 1978, San Patrignano has provided over 25,000 people with home, medical, and legal assistance and the possibility of continuing their studies, attending job training, and reintegrating into society. Repeated studies conducted by major universities show that 72% of those who completed the program are fully reintegrated into society and remained drug-free, and 81% ended up working in the field where they received training. We also welcome people with special needs: minors, pregnant women, and mothers with kids. Special housing and programs have been created for them to better respond to their specific needs.
ALTERNATIVE TO COERCIVE SANCTIONS: People who use drugs commit crimes to get money for their dependence. They are offenders, but we believe the prison setting is inappropriate and counterproductive. Instead of an obstacle, the criminal justice system should become a powerful recovery engine. Alternative sanctions should empower people to recover, being crime-free and integrated members of society.

By Italian laws, San Patrignano welcomes offenders in alternative sentencing, offering a real option for treatment, recovery, and social integration, providing support, education, job training, and life skills. Since 1983 over 4.000 jail years have been replaced by recovery programs in the community.
THE RIGHT TO HEALTH. People who use drugs often develop severe health issues.    Cardiovascular diseases, mental disorders, cancer, lung disease, HIV/AIDS, and HCV. The right to health applies as much to drug users as to any other population: medications for HIV/AIDS infection are now safer and more effective. They allow an excellent quality of life, which might be increased if people are also offered adequate opportunities for recovery. Drug use can cause a lowering of the immune system, which is already compromised, and health can benefit if people stop using drugs. Recently medications to cure HCV infections, thus preventing liver cancer, a frequent consequence of HCV, have been made available. 
San Patrignano has welcomed more than 3.000 people with HIV/AIDS and more than 15.000 people with Hepatitis C, offering them the latest medication available, but mostly, care, warmth, and love without any discrimination nor prejudice, on the contrary, constantly mobilizing our best resources to provide the best quality of life and the best opportunities of care. Recently, we entirely eradicated the HCV infection in all our residents, allowing them to access and be treated with HCV medications. 
CONCLUSIONS
Some human rights organizations argue that international treaties on drug control led to violations of the rights of those who use drugs: actually, we all know very well that in those countries where these abominations are being committed, human rights are being trampled on in many areas, from political dissidence to sexual orientation, gender, race, and religion.  Treaties clearly condemn any human rights violations of people with SUD and urge Member States to address people with SUD with recovery and treatment options. Drugs should not be considered a huge source of earnings nor legally commercialized without respect to the most vulnerable populations, children first. We must protect them, according to Art. 33 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child.  In conclusion, when it comes to drugs and human rights, we must all be aware that if we want to respect the right of people with SUD and all the affected populations (including the families), we all must offer them the opportunity and the freedom to choose whether and how to deal with their addiction, it could be a measure of harm reduction or a recovery path, or the option to approach the first to undertake the second then. The lack of this vast and diverse range of possible routes is, in our opinion, a violation of rights, all the more serious when it occurs in more developed and prosperous countries.
