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Human Rights Challenges in Addressing and Countering All Aspects of the World Drug Problem: Contribution of the Czech Republic
The implementation of human rights obligations continues to remain an undisputed challenge for a global drug policy. International drug policies should respect, protect and fulfil human rights, democracy and the rule of law consistently and coherently in all areas of their action. The international community should support and develop policies that avoid discrimination of any kind and put health and social wellbeing of all citizens in the centre.
The Czech Republic would like to respond to the requests of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), which refer to resolution 54/22 of the Human Rights Council, that was also cosponsored by the Czech Republic. In its resolution 54/22 adopted on 4 April 2023, the Human Rights Council requested “the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare a report, in consultation with States, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and other relevant United Nations agencies, civil society and other relevant stakeholders, on human rights challenges in addressing and countering all aspects of the world drug situation, and to present it to the Human Rights Council at its fifty-fourth session, also in an accessible format, and also requests the Office of the High Commissioner to share the report with the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the policymaking body of the United Nations with prime responsibility for drug control and other drug-related matters. 

The Czech Republic is delighted to submit recommendations on human rights challenges in addressing and countering all aspects of the world drug situation, from the national, European and international perspective. At the national level, the Czech Republic takes actions that are underway to implement selected recommendations based on Policy Statement of the Government approved in January 2022
 and newly adopted Action Plan on Addiction Policy 2023-2025
 such as Working-level discussions on decriminalisation and discussions with the aim to regulate addictive substances corresponding to their level of harmfulness.
The Czech Republic held the Presidency of the Council of the European Union from July to December 2022. The main political priorities for that period in drug policy were mainstreaming the drug policies based on human rights, scientific evidence, involvement of civil society representatives, destigmatisation and non-discrimination of people who use drugs including the access to and availability of care. 
During its presidency of the Council, the Czech Republic promoted formal discussions between EU Member States on key areas of the human rights dimension of drug policies, including particularly decriminalisation and evidence-based regulation of drugs. These were an important opportunity to ground the work of EU drug policy making bodies such as the Horizontal Working Party on drugs on human rights, involving experts and civil society in the process. As an output of this process, in December 2022 the Council of the European Union adopted Council Conclusions on a human rights-based to drug policies
, underscoring the importance of this dimension at EU level. We suggest that this is used as an example of best practice in prioritising human rights in drug policy making,
Based on all of the above, the Czech Republic recommends to consider the following recommendations and its implementation in order to achieve drug policies based on human rights obligations:

· Promoting the universal principles of human rights across the UN Member States and Agencies, strengthening multilateralism, enforcing the rule of law and justice in international order,
· Addressing the health-related aspects of drug use, such as prevention, treatment, social reintegration, but especially to promote the harm reduction measures and approach in drug policies. This should also entail ensuring that treatment is always evidence-based and voluntary, excluding forced or coerced treatment,
· Prioritising the human rights dimension of drug policies in international drug policy debates. This should happen particularly at the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the United Nations’ drug policy making body, which has historically neglected this aspect of drug policies while focusing on law enforcement, interdiction and prohibition. The UN Office on Drugs and Crime should be asked to increase its work on the human rights dimension of drug policies, and it should be tasked to work together with OHCHR to systematically monitor the human rights impacts of drug policy, and to provide recommendations and capacity-building to governments in that regard,
· Promoting non-discriminatory approach and destigmatization, especially considering its detrimental effect on the mental and physical health of people who use drugs, vulnerable groups and its role as a barrier to seeking support, and consider the punishment of people who use drugs as a way to increase stigma and discrimination and undermine access to a broad range of health and social support services, 
· Changing the perspective in drug policies to decriminalization of drug use and possession for personal use, as the Czech Republic did already in 1990, and promoting alternatives to coercive sanctions in line with human rights obligations,
· Regulation of addictive substances corresponding to their degree of harmfulness; both extreme models of supply and demand regulation (prohibition or free market) are associated with high negative consequences and social costs; a strongly regulated market for addictive substances with lower level of harmfulness brings, together with a public health and harm reduction approach, a significant reduction in the costs of criminal law enforcement of prohibition. At an international level, this would entail a critical and evidence-based revision of the prohibition-based approach to drug policies currently at the heart of the work of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, as well as a review and modernisation of the international normative framework.
· Recognizing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its commitment to universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the rule of law, justice, equality and non-discrimination and to achieve universal health coverage, including access to quality essential health-care services,
· Strongly condemn death penalty for drug related offences in all cases.
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