The main challenges and restrictions on freedom of expression, access to information and public participation in Palestine:

· Restriction of people's freedom, arrest, threats of death and torture are practiced against people who spoke about suspicions of corruption practiced by senior officials and those surrounding them. The most highlighted event in violation of public freedom and human rights was the killing of activist Nizar Banat following his arrest in June 2021. According to official investigation results, Banat was subjected to a violent attack that resulted in his death. However, the nature and context of this exceptional event were not properly evaluated by the governing authorities, who opted for a conventional "security" approach without taking prompt responsibility for this political and ethical act. The delay in taking credible actions by the governing authorities to address the aftermath of the murder has only increased popular resentment.
The government set up an investigation committee, headed by the Minister of Justice with the participation of the deputy head of the military intelligence agency, the independent human rights authority, and a representative doctor from Banat's family[footnoteRef:1]. Despite this, the formed committee did not provide a clear and transparent report on its work, only a reluctant statement by the committee chairman announcing that the death was not natural, which increased public skepticism. [1:  The Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR) apologized for participating in the committee, and established a fact-finding committee in collaboration with the Al Haq organization, while the doctor representing the family withdrew from the autopsy process the following day.
] 



· There is violations of the right to peaceful assembly and freedom of speech: The Independent Human Rights Commission recorded 28 violations of the right to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression during in 2022. There were 363 complaints received regarding the practice of torture and ill-treatment, including the beating and intimidation of detainees, in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Commission also received 282 complaints of violations of the right to personal freedom and security, including administrative detention without referral to the competent judicial authorities and detention of citizens for the exercise of their lawful rights, as well as violations of legal procedures during arrests. The Commission recorded 17 complaints of refusal to implement judicial decisions ordering the release of detainees and 35 complaints of detention on the orders of the governor.

· In 2022, the authorities in the Gaza Strip imposed restrictive measures on the work of civil society organizations and peaceful assembly by requiring a permit or notification from the Ministry of Interior (Police Department of Institutional Affairs)where the nature of the activity and its location were determined several days prior to the event. The security forces interfered and prevented some activities from taking place in closed places such as the World Human Rights Day celebration and a workshop held at the Palestine Institution headquarters. Additionally, a girls' sports activity under the age of 12 was prohibited due to its incompatibility with social and Islamic values. One member of the institution was summoned to the investigation department to provide detailed information about the activity. These measures violate Palestinian laws regarding the right to form charity organizations and peaceful assemblies.

· There were media freedom violations ranging from Israeli and Palestinian violations, Facebook administration violations, and other external violations, according to Mada Center for Media Freedoms.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  For more see the monthly reports issued by the Palestinian Center for Development and Media Freedoms (MADA) - Report] 



· Continued violations against Palestinian digital content. The censorship imposed on the content, the expansion of the use of monitoring techniques, and the violations of the various authorities affected the Palestinians' right to freedom of opinion and expression, the right to privacy and data protection, and the right to assembly and organization, among other rights, as 1119 violations were documented  of Palestinian digital rights over the past year.

· Delete freedom of expression for employees from the Code of Conduct for Public Employees service, The decision of Cabinet Council No. (3) of the year 2021 has canceled Article No. (22) of the Code of Conduct and Ethics for Public Service which was issued on the 5th of July 2021[footnoteRef:3], which stated "1. The employee has the right to express his/her opinion and to publish it verbally, in writing or through other means of expression or art, subject to the applicable regulations. 2. The employee must indicate when expressing an opinion, comment or participating in social media that this represents only his/her personal opinion and does not reflect the opinion of the government entity he/she works for", has been revoked. [3:  The official Gazette no.  (181) on 27/7/2021. https://www.lab.pna.ps/cached_uploads/download/2021/07/27/181.pdf] 


Although the provisions of Article No. (22) of the Code of Conduct and Ethics for Public Service are guidelines, they are not the source of the right to express one's opinion, which is guaranteed by the fundamental law for all citizens including public employees, the Civil Service Law does not impose restrictions on the right to expression on public matters and is a regulated framework for this right, which is consistent with constitutional provisions, particularly Articles No. (19) and (26) of the amended Constitution. However, it has raised fears and concerns about a government approach to restrict freedom of expression. These fears are related to the general context in which public freedoms have been violated and direct interventions to prevent the expression of opinion in social media, the dismissal of responsible officials or contractors with the public sector, and numerous public employees receiving verbal instructions including the threat of not using social media or participating in peaceful assemblies, have led to a sense of insecurity[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Coalition for Accountability and Integrity (AMAN) Statement - AMAN warns of administrative violations in public institutions that violate the right to freedom of opinion and expression. https://www.aman-palestine.org/activities/15597.html] 



· Canceling the general elections has weakened thechance of accountability in the Palestinian reality:
On April 30, 2021, the Palestinian leadership decided to postpone the legislative, presidential, and National Council elections until the conditions for holding them are met in all Palestinian territories, particularly Jerusalem, the capital. This impeded citizens' exercise of their right to choose their representatives, increases public outcry, and prevented opportunities to hold the government accountable for its actions, which negatively affected the system for promoting the values and behavior of senior officials and weakened the commitment of official parties to adopt transparency, make information available, and accept accountability.
· Failure to issue right to information law:
The AMAN Coalition emphasizes respecting the citizens' right to be informed and to access information, as this enables the society to participate in decision-making, hold decision-makers accountable as well, and dispose of public money in accordance with the principles of good governance, and the importance of this in promoting the values of integrity and laying the foundations and principles of transparency, as it is one of the demands called for by the United Nations Convention against Corruption; It is also a prerequisite for the Palestinian government to join the Open Government Initiative, in addition to being a key indicator of the Palestinian government's commitment to achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, in particular its commitment to Goal 16.10, which aims to ensure citizens' access to information and the protection of basic freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and international agreements. 
In addition to its fundamental connection to the work of all sectors: such as health, education and grants, work and employment, land transactions, law and judiciary, the general budget, expenditures and taxes, Hajj and Umrah grants, and its effects on the human rights and service side in society, such as: communications, water and electricity, in addition to the press and freedom of opinion and expression and the media. However, to date, the right to information law has not been approved despite the importance of making information available to citizens through the implementation of the principles of transparency by government and public institutions publishing decisions, information, measures and policies, which contributes to building mutual trust between citizens and state institutions.




