[image: image2.png]El
[1F]

"

'] International
Federation
of Journalists

an



        
[image: image3.png]Younes Mjahed
President

Anthony Bellanger
General Secretary



   


The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), the world’s largest organisation of journalists representing over 600.000 members in 141 countries presents its compliments to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and has the pleasure to submit its contribution to the call on the right to freedom of opinion and expression: opportunities, challenges and threats to media in the digital age.

1. 
a) What are the key trends, threats or challenges to the freedom, independence, pluralism and diversity of media and the safety of journalists in your country, region, or globally in your view?

The IFJ monitors the situation of press freedom around the world and has recorded a deterioration of media independence in many parts of the world based mainly on the following developments:

Journalists increasingly face threats of violence online from both named and anonymous sources. According studies by IFJ’s member uniins and other repiotable organisations, including UNESCO, show that online violence of threats thereof are a routine issue for journalists, particularly women.  According to some of these stidies, over 70% of women journaists are victims of some of online attacks. 

Second, the emergence of Pegasus, the swooping surveillance software, has made matters worse and risks shattering the safety of journalists’ online work, which compromises the confidentiality of journalists’ sources and the safety of their online work. 

Another development concerns the attitude of some media owners who gut newsroom by cutting jobs and increasing the workload on the depleted workforce, pitting in jeopardy journalism quality. 

The practice of the tech giants, which  seek to use journalists’ content without paying for it,  represent another major hindrance to a sustainable media diversity.

0. What legislative, administrative, policy, regulatory or other measures have Governments taken to promote press/media freedom, including media independence, pluralism, viability and ownership issues? What has been the impact of these measures? What changes or additional measures would you recommend?
The picture in this area is rather patchy, with many measures taken by governments actually having an adverse effect non press freedom. There are still far too many restrictions on access to information and  travel in many countries. Journalists continue to be detained and jailed on account for these restrictive measures. According to IFJ’s records, up to 365 journalists are currently behind bars, as a result of their reporting.

Governments should reform all media restrictive laws, based on international norms of press freedom, to ensure that journalists are able to work freely and independently. There should also be clear instructions to law enforcements agents to respect the rights of journalists and protect them. Furthermore, the authorities should investigate any report of violations of journalists’ rights and freedom and take appropriate action, which would act as a deterrence.

1. What measures are Governments taking to support public service media? What has been the impact of such measures? What changes or additional measures would you recommend? 
Here, too, the cases of support for public service are few and far between. Some goverments do support public media, through stable and secure funding and strong commitment to editorial independence. Hwever, the major trend is rather towards cutting public funding, sometimes as a means to ensuring favorable coverage of the government of the day. Such course of action has a chilling effect on these public media, when a climate of fear and self-censorhip takes hold and weakens the robust and independent reporting expected of public media. 

IFJ recommends keeping and increasing funding for public media to better serve the public.  In addition, the authorities should also adopt a public attitude in support for media in general, and public service in particular.

2. What measures have a) Governments b) social media companies c) media companies taken to promote the safety of journalists? What has been the impact of these measures? What more can/should be done and by whom? Please also mention any specific laws or measures to address online violence, threats and harassment and what  result they have produced. 
There are governments which take the safety of journalists seriously, especially in recent years. They take pro-active measures to monitior and address threats and attacks on journalists, working with all stakeholders including journalists’ organisations. Hence, the Netherlands have adopted safety protocols which bring together police, prosecution authorities, editors and journalists’ organisations to share information on the safety of journalists and take timely action to address any incident that may arise.

The UK has also adopted a National Plan for the safety of journalists, which brings together government’s officials, journalists’ organisations and police to work on strategies to protect UK-based journalists. The initiative has already conducted among journalists to identify their needs and concerns.

 Sweden has also created a body to defend free speech and take measures to address threats and hatred directed at journalists.

Some media companies , albeit not as many as it should be, invest in safety training for their journalists and offer advice on how to handle online threats and harassment. They also encourage their staff to report to the police any such threats and harassment.

These good practices contribute to give confidence to journalists and basic skills to assess risks they lay face and take appropriate actions at their individual level. When these practices are widley shared among colleagues, they create a mindset which further contributes to collective safety.

3. a) What measures have Governments taken to investigate and prosecute attacks against journalists, including online violence and harassment against female journalists?  What are the barriers to fighting impunity? What changes would you recommend?   
Sadly, these measures are still too limited to make a difference. The IFJ estimates that only one of ten cases of killings is investigated and prosecuted. This is due to either governments being often unwillining and sometimes unable to do the work. The result remains that the culture of impunitt tghrives and continue to fuel violence against journalists. The online violence and harassment presents a particiular challenge because the authors can easily keep their identity hidden, making it hard for police to identify and charge them.

In order to change the ways things are, governments must show commiitment to investigating these crimes , with cooperation from foreign experrts when necessary. That’s why the IFJ advocates for a new United Nations’ Convention on the safety of journalists with an independent mechanism to handle these killings when national venues are not available.

It is also important that the social media platforms become pro-active by blocking and removing harmful content and help the authorities in the investigations by identifying those who post hatred and threats.

b) The UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Immunity will mark its 20th anniversary in 2022. How do you assess its results and what suggestions would you make to improve it?  How can it be more relevant to gender concerns and to the threats posed by digital technology?   

The UN Action Plan has been a tremendous platform to raise the awareness on the safety crisis in media by putting the issue on the top of the international agenda. It has also led to a number of other initiatives, such as the adoption of the International Day to end impunity for crime targeting journalists and the newly created Press Freedom Coalition. 

The IFJ recommends that the United Nations use its leverage and secure the cooperation of the social media companies in fighting the impunity for violence against journalists.

0. What do you believe has been the impact of digital and social platforms on press/media freedom, independence, viability and safety of journalists? What specific recommendations would you make to a) Governments and b) the companies to address or mitigate the detrimental impact ?  
It is beyond doubt that digital and social platforms are a double-aged weapon for press freedom. They provide easy and speedy access to information to consumers, on one hand but can also be used by those seeking to attack journalists. 

The governments should keep these social platforms’ owners to their obligations to police them and keep them free from hateful content.

Companies must have robust checks against abuse on their platforms, provide for clear conduct protocols and commit to cooperating with the police by reporting any abusers and identifying them.

1. What policies, procedures or other measures have the media (broadcast, print and digital) sector taken to promote press/media freedom, independence, pluralism, diversity and viability? What has been most successful? What additional measures would you suggest? What steps should the media sector take to promote gender equality? 
The IFJ has long advocated for training in basic safety skills for all journalists and other workers with full and casual contracts, paid for media organisations. This advice remains our strong recommendation and we urge media companies adopt safety protocols, with a particular emphasis on women journalists.

2. Do you see any major gaps in the international human rights legal framework? Are there any specific recommendations that you would suggest to address such gaps or to improve implementation of existing standards? 
The IFJ believes that there is , indeed, a major gap in the international legal framework in implementing the legal provisions for the safety of journalists. That is why the  IFJ believes there is need for a new Convention which a mechamism fixes this gap.

Sincerely,
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Anthony Bellanger

IFJ General Secretary/Chief Executive Officer
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