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France, Paris, 14 Avenue de l’Opera, 75001  Ukraine, Kyiv, 56 Kharkivske highroad, 02175
arcconstructionofcrimea@gmail.com

21.11.2022 № 525/2022
To UN Special Rapporteur on the right to food
Global Food Crisis, Russian Agression and Terroristic Violence against Ukraine 
Our Association, is non-governmental expert and human rights organisation
, our expert researches are related with collective and human rights, including right to food. 
Since 24.02.2022 Russia committed broad and open military aggression to Ukraine’s territory. Due last eight months of fights Russia occupied some territories of and strong fights are going near cities with total population more than 8 millions persons near the frontline




  Russia’s attacks against Ukraine as grain-exported country and related naval and air blockades caused the new violence-connected global risks regarding right to food on regional and global levels.

On 22.07.2022 two agreements were signed in Istanbul, by Ukraine and Russia respectively, with Turkey and UN to unblock Ukraine’s Black Sea grain exports after a Russian blockade raised fears of a global food crisis
. According to the agreements, all activities in Ukrainian territorial waters will be carried out under the authority and responsibility of Ukraine.

The agreement stipulates that Joint Coordination Center will be established in Istanbul under the auspices of UN with the participation of representatives of Ukraine, Turkey, UN and Russia. It will deal with general supervision and coordination of implementation the agreements; registration of vessels bound for unblocked Ukrainian ports, and the approval of transit schedules and ships entering ports
.

In addition, special inspection teams are being created with the participation of all parties to check the vessels for the presence of unauthorized cargo and personnel on board. Such teams will work in harbors in the area of the Turkish Strait, which will be determined by the Turkish side. Istanbul Agreements foreseen that Russia will not attack the Ukrainian civil port infrastructure in unblocked Odesa, Yuzhny and Chornomorsk ports. 

But on 23.07.2022 Russian missile strikes have hit the southern Ukrainian port of Odesa, just one day after Istanbul Agreements that would allow the resumption of vital grain exports from the region, two missiles hit the infrastructure of the port
.

In August-October, 2022 Russian officials declared their desire to stop acting in compliance with Istanbul grain agreements, as allegedly the traffic of cargo vessels from Ukrainian port was not to poorest countries of Asia and Africa, but allegedly to Europe (that anyway was in compliance with Istanbul agreements)

. 

Also Russian officials declared as “reason” the refusal of some states to cancel the “unilateral sanctions” against Russia-controlled grain and mineral fertilizers (that anyway was not connected with Istanbul agreements, as Turkey and UN did not establish such sanctions and more, such “sanctions” have more moral than politic or legal framework.

As such “grounds”
 were absurdum regarding stop the Istanbul grain agreements’ realization, Russian officials prepared some provocations, declaring previously about “risks of Ukraine’s attacks”

On 8.10.2022 explosion happened in illegal “Crimean Bridge” that Russia constructed via Kerch Strait. Russian authorities accused Ukraine in such activities but any plausible proofs were presented. Damage to the “Crimean Bridge” did not make per se impact on the shipping via Kerch Strait but later in 7-8 November, 2022 Russian officials announced the closure the Kerch Strait for trade shipment.

On 28.10.2022 explosion happened in main Russian Black Sea Fleet naval base in Russia-occupied Sevastopol. Russian authorities accused Ukraine in such allegedly “naval drone’s attack” against naval base and declared that such attack was allegedly related with “safety corridor” in Ukraine’s exclusive economic zone, established by Istanbul grain agreements.
In 28-31 of October, 2022 Russian authorities made some statements about Russia’s stop the Istanbul grain agreements’ realization
, but later changed their positions and declared that Russia allegedly will continue execution that agreements
. But as the term of those agreements soon will be over it seems to be that Russia will make some more provocations in Black Sea against infrastructural objects, such as Turk Stream underwater gas pipeline, or trade vessels in sea.

At the same time Russian representatives in the JCC, that act regarding the Istanbul Agreements, artificially slow down the inspections of the vessels that go to and from Ukrainian ports with grain cargo and it causes the congestion of relevant vessels in Marmara Sea. Later the Istanbul grain agreements were extended four month, till March 2023
.
As the same time Russia’s illegal violence-connected activities on the issues of Istanbul grain Agreements have features of state terrorism.
In 2022, there have been reports of a number of recognitions of Russia or its ruling regime as a terrorist organization, and as a sponsor of terrorism. This statement is contained in the resolution of PACE dated 13.10.2022, in the resolution of the Parliament of Estonia dated 18.10.2022, as well as in declaration of Senate of Poland dated 26.10.2022, and Dutch parliament declares Russia a state terrorism sponsor on 24.11.2022
. Previously, similar statements were adopted by the parliaments of Lithuania and Latvia – on May 10 and August 11, 2022
. Also Russia was recognized as a state-sponsor of terrorism by resolutions on NATO Parliamentary Assembly and European Parliament in November, 2022
. 
So regarding Russia’s terroristic attempts to violate the right to food on global and regional levels as a part of Russian aggression against Ukraine, Russia’s membership in FAO must be suspended, regarding current internationally-recognized statute of Russia as terrorist state.

Next urgent, immediate steps of the UN structures must be done in Ukraine, in condition of ongoing interstate conflict and hostilities, of ongoing Russia’s criminal, discriminative and racist policy against Ukrainians’ rights, including all observation procedures and visits to Ukraine. We hope that special statements of the UN experts and rapporteurs done in 2022 regarding situation in Ukraine must be supported by next UN official positions. Our Association believes that urgent, immediate steps of the UN OHCHR bodies must be done; monitoring procedure, mentioned in UN HRC resolution 49/1, must be enforced immediately. 

21st November, 2022                                                                                 Representative of the ARC
Dr. Borys Babin 
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