To OHCHR,

Geneva

Subject: Regarding Submission of written contribution to the expert workshop on possible ways to enhance the participation of Indigenous Peoples in the work of the Human Rights Council
With reference to the aforementioned subject, may we have the honor to submit following suggestions:

1. Venue of participation:

i. A session with SR on rights of indigenous peoples may be allotted to speak freely by candidates adequately and propose letters regarding human rights issues. Substantial priority must be devoted to Asian countries where SR rarely visit since government oppose their visit officially. Indigenous peoples friendly nations sympathetic to indigenous cause may be considered at later time as frequent visits are made there.

ii. Meetings may be as usual held in UNOG the country maintains its neutrality. 

iii. Firstly based on presence of concerned state official, particular indigenous candidate from that country should be allowed to speak accordingly. As is seen many governmental officials do not wish to listen to indigenous peoples grievances. If they all leave this criteria may not be followed. 
2. Participation modalities:

i. More than two minutes and less than five minutes must be allotted for speaking. 

3. Selection mechanism:

i. Accreditation to certain extent is bane in disguise. It is restricting many local grass root organizations that work on the ground but restricted to participate at UN level.

ii and iii. A mechanism that can incorporated is to ensure that not same person from renowned INGOs of indigenous peoples repeatedly participate and ‘hijack’ the representation and participation role. This is commonly seen at international level. A mechanism be such that people from diverse background such as law, academia, research institution, public institution, private institution, new to the UN group having some understanding of UN working for limited time be appointed from different regions.
4. Selection criteria:

The level of seriousness and genuineness of issues being mentioned about, the local grass root involvement in community has to be considered rather than qualification and technical demands such as requirement of websites and accreditation. The moment accreditation is mentioned about it takes away meaning of effective participation and involvement of indigenous peoples. 

Thank you sir/madam.

On behalf of Idu Mishmi Cultural and Literary Secretary (IMCLS); and 

Kera-aa Initiatives for Cultural and Ecological Security (KICES)
