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Climate change and its impact on displacement in East Africa

Background 
As climate change causes more frequent and extreme weather events, more people are being displaced by floods, cyclones, and droughts. But besides displacements directly resulting from extreme weather, climate change magnifies the impact of other factors that can contribute to displacement such as poverty, loss of livelihoods, and tensions relating to dwindling resources, ultimately creating conditions that can lead to conflict and displacement. In Ethiopia and Somalia, for example, some of the worst violence and displacement in recent years has taken place in the poorest, most drought-affected areas. At the same time, the presence of violence and conflict can severely undermine the capacity of governments to respond to the effects of climate change. 
In this context, Elizka Relief Foundation submits its written contribution on climate change and related displacement, highlighting both Somalia and Ethiopia. Then we conclude with a set of recommendations in this regard.
Climate change-related displacement in East Africa
climate-related displacement has become so recurrent that new displacements take place before the old ones are solved. For instance, in April 2023 hundreds of thousands of people were displaced due to drought in the Somali Region, Somalia. In the following months, from May to November, tens of thousands more were displaced due to floods. In other words, another round of displacement came before the previous one was given a ‘durable solution’.
Flooding has become an emerging but potentially devastating extreme climate shock in a region recurrently hit by drought. When rain came after three consecutive years of drought in May 2023, then again in October and November of the same year, southeastern Ethiopia and Somalia areas that had suffered from drought – were again hit by ‘unprecedented floods. In November 2023, Ethiopia and Somalia reported that millions were displaced due to flooding.
Ethiopia 
Ethiopia is one of the most vulnerable countries to the impacts of climate change, with recurrent droughts, floods, and other extreme weather events. These shocks have a significant impact on food security, water resources, and livelihoods.
Ethiopia, with a population of over 120 million, is among the most affected countries in the Horn of Africa. In the last several years, it has been facing unprecedented levels of displacement due to conflict and drought. As of June 2023, the country has registered 4.4 million IDPs, who are hosted in numerous camps and camp-like environments.
The Somali National Regional State of Ethiopia hosts 542,807 climate-affected IDPs (the regional state claims the number is more than double) caused by the recent drought. In addition, the regional state hosts close to 300,000 refugees displaced due to conflicts in neighboring Somalia. Of course, some of these refugees might be displaced due to the recurrent drought in Somalia. However, they refrain from registering themselves as ‘climate change refugees’ since this would not be an acceptable reason for resettlement in a third country.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Conflict, climate change and displacement in the Somali Region of Ethiopia, HPN, March 13, 2024. https://bitly.ws/3hgtz ] 

Ethiopia’s Somali region has borne the brunt of the crisis with more than 737,600 people affected. Flooding has submerged roads and homes, contaminated water sources and ruined health facilities, increasing risk of disease. It also has damaged thousands of acres of cropland and killed tens of thousands of livestock in a key agricultural area of the country. Although helicopters are enabling aid workers to provide emergency humanitarian relief and other basic supplies to some, the vast majority of impacted communities are in hard-to-reach areas and have no support.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Deadly climate-induced flooding displaces nearly 1.6 million people across the Horn of Africa, Relief web, 13 November 2023. https://bitly.ws/3hkBn ] 

Somalia 
Ranked as 172 out of 182 countries on the ND-GAIN Index (2022), Somalia is considered one of the most vulnerable countries in the world to the impacts of climate change. Somalia ranked as the second most vulnerable country on the Index to climate change and other global challenges and placed as the 120th most ready country to improve its resilience.  In addition to climate vulnerability, Somalia is a fragile state that experiences diverse challenges in terms of governance, security, and poverty, that exacerbate existing vulnerabilities.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Climate Change Somalia, ICF, https://dicf.unepgrid.ch/somalia/climate-change ] 

Since 2011, Somalia has suffered from more frequent and prolonged climate-related disasters such as droughts, floods with the addition of cyclones and even locust infestations in the last two years. These disasters continue to destroy Somalia’s ecosystems, threaten food security, and increase conflict over resource scarcity. This has put a massive strain on the humanitarian situation in Somalia, impoverishing and displacing hundreds of thousands of people of the nomadic and rural populations[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid ] 

Somalia is seeing the highest number of people fleeing their homes in a decade, more than 1.3 million people have fled their homes in the first half of 2023 – already nearly as many as in all of 2022 and more than triple the rate of displacement in 2021.  Almost 60% of these have been displaced by severe flooding or extreme drought, as climate change increases suffering in the region. In Bay region of southern Somalia over 100,000 people have fled their homes due to the ongoing drought – the region’s worst in 70 years – while in Hiraan more than 260,000 people have been displaced by flash flooding.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Somalia: Record numbers of people flee deadly combination of climate change and conflict as collapse of Black Sea grain deal heightens tensions, reliefweb, 27 july 2023. https://bitly.ws/3hjDJ ] 

Somalia has experienced significant variations in its climate during the last century, evidenced by a continuous increase in its mean annual temperature since 1991. Already, Somalia records some of the highest mean annual temperatures worldwide. Somalia’s climate is expected to continue to change. Projections anticipate an increase in mean annual temperature of between 3.2°C to 4.3°C by the end of the century. The annual number of very hot days (days with daily maximum temperature above 35°C) is projected to rise with high certainty all over Somalia. Somalia’s mean annual rainfall is also expected to increase within the next couple of decades, with a projected increase of 1% by 2030 and by about 3% by 2050.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Climate Change Somalia, ICF, https://dicf.unepgrid.ch/somalia/climate-change ] 

Extreme weather events driven by climate change are compounded by conflict, political instability, COVID-19, and the impact of the war in Ukraine on food, fuel, and fertilizer prices. Currently, in 2024, there are close to 4 million internally displaced people in Somalia due to drought, floods, conflict, and insecurity. They live in unsanitary makeshift camps, facing increased protection and health risks.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  ECHO Factsheet – Somalia – (Last updated 27/02/2024), Reliefweb, 6 March 2024, https://bitly.ws/3hkix  ] 

Recommendations 
In light of the importance of grants and financial assistance necessary to mitigate the losses and damage resulting from climate change, Elizka calls on financial donors to intensify their financial assistance to the governments of Ethiopia and Somalia, which lack strong institutions capable of financing the damage.
Elizka condemns the ongoing climate-related displacement in Ethiopia and recommends that the Ethiopian government launch early warning systems given the paramount importance they have in quickly predicting climate changes.
Elizka recommends to the Somali government the need to mobilize and support the health community in climate action and determine urgent climate action, by enhancing spending on a healthier and more just future to avoid human losses resulting from climate change.
Elizka recommends that the Ethiopian government launch national programs targeting school students, with the program focusing on clarifying the dangers of climate change and encouraging children to propose innovative solutions to confront and reduce them.
Elizka urges the Government of Somalia to scale up disaster reduction efforts by addressing climate change-induced displacement and enabling climate-resilient livelihoods and ecosystem services.
Elizka calls on the government of Ethiopia to help those displaced by climate change find vital land resources and determine the necessary livelihood and residence options to ensure they have the opportunity to establish a decent life again.
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