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[bookmark: _Hlk152247970]	The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is a poignant reminder that contemporary forms of slavery – including forced labour, forced marriage, domestic servitude, debt bondage, and child marriage and labour – continue to persist in our increasingly digital world. As we continue to rebuild and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, we must move on from the outdated notion that economic growth on its own is sufficient to address poverty and structural inequalities, key factors that enable contemporary forms of slavery. The COVID-19 pandemic refuted this model, exposing how those facing discrimination prior to the pandemic were disproportionately affected, and continue to face a steeper road to recovery, including women and girls, who comprise over half of the nearly 50 million people subject to contemporary forms of slavery, a testament to enduring gender inequality. Such pre-existing vectors of inequality were exacerbated as millions of workers were pushed into unemployment or into the ever-expanding gig economy, with jobs characterized by casualty, precariousness, and a lack of social benefits – conditions ripe for contemporary forms of slavery, among other grave human rights violations, including of the right to life and protection from torture, ill-treatment, and enforced disappearances.
[bookmark: _Hlk152074938]This paradigm of unsustainable and unequal growth promotes a race to the bottom where workers are treated as a disposable commodity in the name of maximizing profits. We must work instead towards the realization of a human rights economy that places people and the planet at the heart of economic policies, investment decisions, consumer choices, and business models to enhance the enjoyment of human rights for all in the long term. This includes measures that make decent work a universal standard, safeguard and expand workers’ rights to organize, bargain collectively, and access justice as well as policies to prevent contemporary forms of slavery, such as strengthening supply chain transparency, and mandatory human rights due diligence legislation, particularly in high-risk industries where forced labour and hazardous working conditions are common, such as the maritime and mining sectors, or in places of detention. Governments should also reform or repeal economic policies that create additional structural vulnerabilities and lend themselves to extreme exploitation and power asymmetries between employers and workers, including employer-specific work permit regimes for migrant workers and the shift towards “independent contractor” business models that curtail access to social benefits, employer accountability, and legal remedies. 
The transition towards a human rights economy requires the active engagement of the private sector. This is especially true of the technology sector and the transnational giants within this sector, given the outsize role these companies’ products and services play in our daily lives, in shaping global markets and policies, and enabling or inhibiting the expression of fundamental rights. Technology plays a significant role in both facilitating and preventing contemporary forms of slavery and while technological advancements have created new avenues for exploitation, they have also provided tools and platforms to prevent and address these practices. Technology companies should work with Governments, civil society, and the international community to enable use of their platforms to prevent contemporary forms of slavery and conduct meaningful human rights due diligence to ensure their products and services do not facilitate contemporary forms of slavery, as well as ensure decent work at all levels of their supply chains and workforces. Workers themselves, particularly those from marginalized backgrounds including women, minorities, LGBTQ+ persons, persons of African descent, Indigenous Peoples, migrants, displaced persons, older persons, and persons with disabilities, should enjoy informed participation and meaningful engagement in workplace decisions as part of the transition towards a human rights economy. 
A human rights economy must meet the Sustainable Development Goals’ imperative to “leave no one behind”, including those who have experienced or at risk of contemporary forms of slavery. The UN Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery helps thousands of slavery survivors worldwide to receive essential services and supports civil society to combat and address these practices. Member States and companies should contribute to the Fund, to strengthen the anti-slavery movement.
As we prepare to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights next week, we reemphasize its absolute prohibition of slavery or servitude in all its forms. We must not let the call to “build back better” from the pandemic be empty rhetoric. We must heed the High Commissioner’s clarion call for a human rights economy if we are to achieve a world free of contemporary forms of slavery.
ENDS 
The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery marks the date of the adoption, by the General Assembly, of the United Nations Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others (resolution 317(IV) of 2 December 1949). Today, the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery recalls the date of the adoption of this first Convention to fight human trafficking by the United Nations General Assembly.
[bookmark: _Hlk152145946]Mr. Tomoya Obokata, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences; Mr. Alioune Tine, Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Mali; Ms. Cecilia Bailliet, Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity; Mr. Surya Deva, Special Rapporteur on the right to development; Ms. Mama Fatima Singhateh, Special Rapporteur on the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children; Mr. Thomas Andrews, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar; Mr. Marcos Orellana, Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes; Ms. Siobhán Mullally, Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children; Mr. Javaid Rehman, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran; Mr Michael Fakhri, Special Rapporteur on the right to food; Mr. Damilola S. Olawuyi (Chairperson), Mr. Robert McCorquodale (Vice-Chairperson), Ms. Fernanda Hopenhaym , Ms. Pichamon Yeophantong and Ms. Elżbieta Karska, Working Group on human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises; Ms. Isha Dyfan, Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia; Ms. Paula Gaviria Betancur, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons; Mr. Livingstone Sewanyana, Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order; Ms. Attiya Waris, Independent Expert on foreign debt, other international financial obligations and human rights; Mr. Olivier De Schutter, Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights; Mr. Clément Nyaletsossi Voule, Special Rapporteur on the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of association; Mr. Gehad Madi, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants; Ms. Ashwini K.P., Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance; Ms. Dorothy Estrada Tanck (Chair), Ms. Claudia Flores, Ms. Ivana Krstić, Ms. Haina Lu, and Ms. Laura Nyirinkindi, Working Group on discrimination against women and girls; Mr. Ian Fry, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of climate change; Ms. Barbara G. Reynolds (Chair), Ms. Bina D’Costa, Ms. Dominique Day, Ms. Catherine Namakula, and Ms. Miriam Ekiudoko, Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent; Ms. Alexandra Xanthaki, Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; Mr. Richard Bennett, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan; Mr. Balakrishnan Rajagopal, Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing; Ms. Margaret Satterthwaite, Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers; Ms. Anaïs Marin, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus; Mr. Morris Tidball-Binz, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary, or arbitrary executions; Ms. Reem Alsalem, Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, its causes and consequences; Mr. Carlos Salazar Couto  (Chair-Rapporteur), Ms. Sorcha MacLeod, Ms. Jovana Jezdimirovic Ranito, Mr. Chris M. A. Kwaja, Mr. Ravindran Daniel, Working Group on the use of mercenaries;  Mr. Suamhirs Piraino-Guzman, Ms. Susan Coppedge, Ms. Hina Jilani, Ms. Ecaterina Schilling, and Ms. Fatimata M’baye, Board of Trustees, UN Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery; Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture; Committee on Enforced Disappearances
