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Urgent action needed to stop
sexual coercion and violence
in federal prisons
April 13, 2022 – Ottawa, Ontario – Canadian Human Rights Commission

Following news reports that a Nova Institution for Women Correctional Officer has pleaded guilty to six charges
of sexual assault perpetrated against three prisoners, Marie-Claude Landry, Chief Commissioner of the
Canadian Human Rights Commission, issues the following statement:

The Canadian Human Rights Commission is deeply concerned by numerous reports of sexual coercion and
violence in federal prisons. People continue to be victims of sexual assault while under the care and custody of
the state, and the Correctional Service of Canada and correctional staff are not doing enough to address the
issue.

Canada’s federal prisoners are among the most vulnerable members of our society. Canada must ensure that
the environment in which they are serving their sentences does not perpetuate additional violence and abuse.
This is especially true for Indigenous, Black and other racialized prisoners, who are overrepresented in Canada’s
federal correctional system.

The Commission joins the Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies’ call for an independent public inquiry
into the issue of sexual coercion and violence against prisoners in facilities designated for women.

The Correctional Service of Canada has an obligation to protect and support the victims of these crimes. We
cannot expect the victims to report incidents of sexual coercion and violence without the proper supports and
mechanisms in place to protect them from reprisal.

The Office of the Correctional Investigator has made it clear: these crimes cannot be addressed without proper
reporting and accountability. Collecting and publishing disaggregated data on incidents of sexual coercion and
violence within the walls of federal prisons are key to addressing this issue.

The Commission urges the Correctional Service of Canada and the Minister of Public Safety to take urgent and
meaningful action to address sexual coercion and violence in Canada’s prisons.

A prison sentence deprives a person of their right to liberty, but it does not deprive them of their right to security.
Sexual coercion and violence in prison is unacceptable and criminal.

-30-

Stay Connected
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.
Watch us on YouTube.

Media Contacts
Media Relations 613-943-9118
communications@chrc-ccdp.gc.ca

Commission

About Us

Our Work

Our People

Anti-racism work

Accessibility Plan and feedback

News Room

What's New?

News Releases

Speeches

Statements

Get in Touch

Contact Us

344 Slater Street, 8th Floor Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 1E1
Toll Free: 1-888-214-1090
Phone: 613-995-1151
TTY: 1-888-643-3304
FAX: 613-996-9661
VRS: Canada VRS

Canadian Human Rights
Commission

Social Media

  

Terms and Conditions  Corporate Publications  Transparency| |

  Resources  Urgent action needed to stop sexual coercion and violence in federal prisons

Listen

How to File
FAQ's
Complain

Complaints  About Human Rights  Resources  Anti-racism work

Human Rights Accessible Canada Act Employment Equity Housing Pay Equity  Français

https://twitter.com/CdnHumanRights
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHumanRightsCommission
https://www.instagram.com/chrc_ccdp/
https://ca.linkedin.com/organization-guest/company/canadian-human-rights-commission
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PdlKOb_Y2k
mailto:communications@chrc-ccdp.gc.ca
https://srvcanadavrs.ca/en/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHumanRightsCommission
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBlUe4PtxTH_ZBOvClwvmHA
https://twitter.com/cdnhumanrights
https://www.instagram.com/chrc_ccdp/?hl=fr
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/canadian-human-rights-commission
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en/terms-and-conditions
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en/resources/publications/corporate
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en/transparency
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en/resources
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/node/9
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en/complaints/complaint-faqs
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en/complaints/make-a-complaint
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/en
https://www.chrc-ccdp.gc.ca/fr/ressources/des-mesures-urgentes-sont-necessaires-afin-de-mettre-fin-a-la-coercition-et-a-la

