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Reality of Human Trafficking and Lack of Security and Peace in Africa
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children
Introduction
Women and girls are the most vulnerable victims of human trafficking crimes globally, which include sexual exploitation, forced labor, forced marriage, and sexual violence - particularly prevalent in conflict-affected regions. The fragile areas of the African continent, ravaged by wars and disputes, have not been spared from the scourge of human trafficking, disproportionately targeting women and girls. Perhaps this is clearly evident in its most intense conflicts, as in Sudan and Ethiopia, and is stimulated in the environments that suffer most from lack of security, peace, and protection for women, as in South Africa. Therefore, Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights, submits this report to the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, highlights human trafficking as a grave human rights violation and a threat to the security and peace of African women. The report examines the realities in Ethiopia, Sudan, and South Africa, and presents a set of relevant recommendations.
Lack of Security, Peace, and Trafficking in African Women
Across the world, women in conflict-affected, fragile, and impoverished countries are the primary targets of human trafficking and exploitation. Human trafficking for sexual exploitation is one of the most lucrative criminal enterprises globally, with an estimated annual value of $99 billion. As a result, more than 40 million individuals are subjected to human trafficking, with women and girls comprising 72% of the victims. This crisis is acutely reflected in the African continent, which accounts for 450,000 out of the 2 million human trafficking victims globally each year. The most common form of trafficking within the continent is sexual exploitation, with an estimated 400,000 victims, the majority of whom are women.[footnoteRef:1] Trafficking rates in Africa are staggeringly high, with 55%, 63%, 65%, 65%, and 61% in the north, west, center, east, and southern Africa, respectively,[footnoteRef:2] which are reviewed as followed: [1:  Borgen, 10 Facts About Human Trafficking in Africa, Access date June 13, 2024, https://borgenproject.org/human-trafficking-in-africa/]  [2:  Statista, Share of sex trafficking victims in Southern Africa 2003-2023, by gender, April 2024, https://shorter.me/_axRc] 

A. South Africa
South Africa represents one of the most prevalent and visible contexts for human trafficking crimes, including forced labor, sexual exploitation, forced marriage, sexual violence, and exploitation in agriculture, mining, sweatshops, domestic work, and commercial fishing[footnoteRef:3] - predominantly targeting women and girls. South Africa ranks highest among the 10 largest criminal markets evaluated over a two-year period, with human trafficking crimes comprising 5.58 out of every 10 individuals. Between August 2005 and January 2022, over 10,800 trafficking cases were reported, and an estimated 30,000 children are trafficked annually.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  LOL, Human Trafficking in South Africa: Is enough being done, access date June 13, 2024, https://shorter.me/1G-dm]  [4:  ENACT, Human trafficking / Identifying victims key to breaking up SA's sex trafficking rings, 26 April 2024, https://shorter.me/PpZFM] 

Regarding accountability and justice, South African government's efforts to address this challenge fall short of meeting the minimum standards for eliminating human trafficking. There is a lack of specialized officers investigating human trafficking crimes, with only 50 investigators in the Directorate of Investigations for Crimes that prioritize human trafficking. Consequently, despite widespread prevalence of trafficking, judicial investigations have been limited, with only 260, 377, 226, and 426 cases during 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2022, respectively.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  MAIL Guardian, Rise in number of human trafficking victims in South Africa,  20 July 2022, https://shorter.me/R_Zmc] 

The scourge of trafficking in women continues due to lack of security, peace and protection for women. National and African reports on South Africa, one of the most violent nations for women, reveal that the lack of security, peace, and legal protections has created an environment ripe for exploitation - the female homicide rate stands at a staggering 24.6 per 100,000 people, while 28% of men openly admit to raping at least one woman.[footnoteRef:6] Shockingly, 1 in 4 women face beatings or ill-treatment.[footnoteRef:7] In the period between July and September 2023, South African statistics recorded about 10,516, 1,514 and 14,401 cases of rape, murder and assault.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Ballard, Gender-Based Violence Against Women in South Africa, 2020, https://shorter.me/CWRZw]  [7:  CESVI, South Africa, against violence on women and children, ACCESS DATE June 2024, https://shorter.me/hVkng]  [8:  AFRO, AD738: South Africans see gender-based violence as most important women’s-rights issue to address, 20 November 2023, https://shorter.me/ONL0f] 

B. Sudan
In Sudan, human trafficking violations are on the rise and spreading rapidly, particularly targeting women and girls. These violations involve sexual exploitation, sexual slavery, child marriage, and forced marriage. The outbreak of the Sudanese war has significantly exacerbated these trends. In Sudan, there are over 9 million displaced persons and refugees, but young women and girls, especially internally displaced persons, are most vulnerable to be trafficked for sexual slavery and other forms of sexual exploitation. Moreover, they are reportedly sold in slave markets controlled by Rapid Support Forces and other armed groups, particularly in North Darfur.[footnoteRef:9] El Fasher market is said to be one of the largest and most notorious for trafficking women for various purposes, including sexual slavery. It's important to highlight that women and girls comprise 53% of displaced Sudanese who are subjected to gender-based violence.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  OHCHR, Sudan: Trafficking for sexual exploitation and recruitment of children on the rise, warn UN experts, 22 march 2024, https://shorter.me/-EivF]  [10:  UN SUDAN, UN Women: A year of suffering for Sudanese women and girls, 15 APRIL 2024, https://shorter.me/H2USe] 

C. Ethiopia
Ethiopia stands as a stark example of the human trafficking crisis, particularly regarding women. This reality is tragically evident in the widespread violations women face, including: Gender-based violence, Sexual exploitation, Forced labor and Forced marriage.
There are various forms of physical violence monitored, as roughly 25% of women, aged 15 - 49 have experienced it since age 15. Approximately 10% of girls and women in Ethiopia, especially in conflict zones,[footnoteRef:11] endure sexual violence. Moreover, Ethiopia is home for over 15 million child brides who were forced to marriage. Additionally, 40% of young women marry before 18, and 14% before 15.[footnoteRef:12] In Ethiopia, the contexts of war in Tigray region and ongoing clashes in Amhara region have created a breeding ground for escalating risks, especially sexual violations and trafficking of women and girls.[footnoteRef:13] [11:  AP, Scores of women and girls were sexually assaulted after peace deal in Ethiopia’s Tigray, study shows, 2 August 2023, https://shorter.me/1lg95]  [12:  UNICEF, Child marriage Child marriage threatens the lives, well-being and futures of girls around the world, Access date February 2024, https://shorter.me/CMRUJ]  [13:  UN, Ethiopia: UNFPA calls for the protection and justice for women and girls in Tigray, 15 JULY 2021, https://shorter.me/pk8YJ] 

Recommendations
Maat for Peace has closely monitored and analyzed the alarming incidents of human trafficking and lack of security and peace affecting women and girls across the African continent, with a particular focus on Ethiopia, South Africa, and Sudan, and presents a set of recommendations as follows:
A. Governments across African continent should launch preventive programs to protect women from the risk of trafficking, including by integrating them into social, economic, and humanitarian protection plans.
B. Civil society organizations, in cooperation with UN Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, should intensify their efforts in monitoring, documenting, and reporting trafficking violations to relevant bodies, and support accountability and redress processes.
C. Special Rapporteur should collaborate with women's rights networks and anti-trafficking bodies to establish national "reporting and support" systems to receive complaints, provide psychological support, and facilitate reintegration of trafficking survivors.
D. Governments in conflict-affected regions, particularly Sudan and Ethiopia, must prioritize ending hostilities and all forms of violence, including gender-based violence to ensure the health and safety of women and girls.
E. South African government should review and modernize its legislative framework on human trafficking, re-modernize and develop it to suit developments and impose appropriate and deterrent penalties, enhance security and oversight capabilities, and improve access to justice for women and girls.
F. Special Rapporteur should provide technical support to African governments in developing comprehensive strategies to combat human trafficking and modern slavery tailored to continent's specific needs and challenges.
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