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Information of the Republic of Belarus for upcoming report on trafficking in persons and gender, peace and security to be presented by Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children to the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly in 2024

Human trafficking is a well-established and organized transnational type of illegal activity that generates enormous criminal revenues comparable to the profits from drug and arms trafficking.

The problem of human trafficking and related crimes remains relevant for the Republic of Belarus, but is currently not critical. 

Belarus has established a system of measures to prevent, suppress and eradicate human trafficking, protect and rehabilitate victims of human trafficking. The main objectives of the state policy of Belarus in this area are enshrined in the Law "On Combating Human Trafficking" and a number of other regulatory documents.

Hotlines, information campaigns, trainings, seminars and other events are held in Belarus to prevent human trafficking and irregular migration. 
The leading state republican and local mass media provide coverage of the issues of safe departure and stay of Belarusian citizens abroad, as well as behavior abroad.
The International Training Center for Training, Advanced Training, and Retraining of Personnel in the Field of migration and Combating Human Trafficking, established with the support of the International Organization for Migration and other United Nations agencies, operates in the Republic of Belarus, which is the basic institution for specialized training of specialists from the member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States/
Systematic measures to counteract these illegal acts taken by the internal affairs bodies (IAB) made it possible to achieve a stable and controlled nature of the situation in this area. 

Taking into account the transnational nature of human trafficking and related crimes, the Ministry of Internal Affairs continued to pay significant attention to international cooperation in this area.

С учетом транснационального характера торговли людьми и связанных с ней преступлений МВД продолжило уделять значительное внимание международному сотрудничеству в данной сфере. 
To involve public associations, international and foreign organizations in the prevention of human trafficking, the Ministry of Internal Affairs continued cooperation with the Representative Offices of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), IOM, BRC, etc.
International efforts and cooperation of Belarus in the fight against human trafficking are also carried out in the practical field.

One of the significant practical examples of the work of the Department of Internal Affairs in the field of combating human trafficking in 2023 is the suppression in cooperation with Israeli colleagues of activities of a criminal group of traffickers consisting of Israeli citizens.

In order to prevent human trafficking and related crimes, the Department of Internal Affairs, other interested State bodies and organizations, public associations operating in this area, international and foreign organizations carry out appropriate information and preventive work on an ongoing basis.

A wide range of booklets, brochures and memos containing recommendations on obtaining assistance for victims of human trafficking, safe travel abroad and the behavior of children on the Internet, and the prevention of sexual violence and exploitation against them have been published. These materials were distributed among citizens, regularly posted and updated on information stands, on Internet sites, in social networks and chat rooms, in crowded places, etc. A system for informing passengers about the rules of safe departure and employment abroad using audio and video systems is functioning at airports and train stations.

Preventive information in the field of combating human trafficking, positive examples of identifying and suppressing related crimes were regularly covered in the media. A broad information campaign was carried out to prevent sexual exploitation of minors (2023 – 363 publications).

As part of solving the problems of preventing human trafficking and related crimes, the Department of Internal Affairs on an ongoing basis carried out outreach work with children and their legal representatives in the form of speeches and conversations in educational institutions, including at parent meetings, within the framework of parent online universities, in the form of competitions and quizzes, etc.

Training events were organized with pedagogical and medical workers, psychologists, and other specialists of subjects of prevention.
The Ministry of Internal Affairs has regularly organized comprehensive operational and preventive measures aimed at preventing and reducing the latency of sexual violence and exploitation against children.

Thanks to the measures taken both in the reporting year and over the past five years, the facts of direct human trafficking revealed in the republic were episodic and did not have a significant impact on the operational situation. The case of the use of slave labor is also isolated, the facts of kidnapping for the purpose of exploitation and illegal actions for the employment of citizens abroad have not been revealed.
The above indicates that there are currently no significant threats in the sphere of trade of our citizens in the Republic of Belarus. The facts of human trafficking and related crimes against migrants, including those seeking asylum in connection with regional conflicts, have also not been registered in Belarus.

In the context of resolving the crisis situation with illegal migrants on the border of the Republic of Belarus with the European Union, the Ministry of Internal Affairs is conducting migration control measures to identify violations of migration legislation by foreigners. Special attention is paid to countering illegal migration.

In 2022, more than 1,000 illegal migrants were identified in Belarus, and in 2023 – about 4,000 people. About 1,200 people were detained in 5 months of 2024. A significant part of illegal migrants are from the Middle East, Southeast Asia and North Africa.

In relation to foreigners detained for illegal migration, decisions are made on deportation, voluntary return with the assistance of the IOM Representative Office to the country of citizenship or readmission to the country of transit.
The national legislation guarantees the access of foreigners applying for refugee status, additional protection or asylum in the Republic of Belarus to the relevant procedures. Any foreigner is given a practical opportunity to declare his intention to receive protection in our country, both directly when crossing the State border of Belarus and while on its territory.

These approaches are also applied in the context of the current armed conflict in Ukraine.

In 2022-2023, 411 foreigners (162 and 249, respectively) from non–CIS countries applied for refugee status, additional protection or asylum in the Republic of Belarus, 63 in 5 months of 2024. In most cases, these persons were detained for illegal stay in the Republic of Belarus.

In 2024, the Concept of Migration Policy of the Republic of Belarus for 2024-2028 was approved, one of the tasks of which is to counter illegal migration and further develop mechanisms and means of prevention, prevention, detection and suppression of violations of legislation in the field of migration.

Institutional international cooperation in the field of migration is carried out in the format of the Council of Heads of Migration Authorities of the CIS member States. The main function is to develop joint coordinated proposals for measures to combat illegal migration.
Within the framework of the Collective Security Treaty Organization, the operation "Illegal" is conducted twice a year to counter illegal migration in the participating states.
Meetings of the Coordinating Council of Heads of the competent Authorities of the CSTO member states on combating illegal migration are held annually, at which issues of improving the legal framework, areas of regional cooperation, exchange of information resources, and training in the field of combating illegal migration are discussed.
In the field of forced migration, the Ministry of Internal Affairs closely cooperates with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, whose staff, within the framework of the mandate, provide advice to foreigners, including on applying to the competent authorities of the Republic of Belarus. Every week, the Ministry of Internal Affairs receives requests from the UNHCR Representative Office for assistance in the prompt consideration of applications for the protection of citizens of Syria, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and other countries. This trend is due to the reluctance of some foreigners who arrived in Belarus for tourist purposes, to study or illegally, to return to the States of citizenship or their former usual place of residence. In some cases, it is not possible to return foreigners home due to the lack of evacuation flights to the relevant States.
In cooperation with the IOM Representative Office in Belarus, a program was implemented to facilitate the voluntary return of illegal migrants to their country of origin or permanent residence (1,650 foreigners were returned to their homeland from 2018 to 2023).
However, due to the EU's refusal in 2021 to further finance the project, the construction of temporary detention centers for foreigners has been stopped. Due to the absence of such centers, illegal migrants detained for violating the order of entry and stay in the country are held in temporary detention centers or detention centers for offenders (on average, about 100 illegal migrants daily) until they are expelled from the Republic of Belarus. In response to the destructive actions of the EU, the Republic of Belarus has forcibly suspended the implementation of the Agreement on the Readmission of Persons Staying without Permission.
About 6,000 illegal migrants received humanitarian, medical, legal and other assistance in 2023-2024.

Cooperation with the BRC continues, which provides humanitarian assistance to asylum seekers, refugees, persons who have received protection from expulsion, as well as stateless persons, provides them with social counseling, payment of financial assistance, meets the needs for medical care for the most vulnerable groups, and provides assistance to resolve their legal status.

In general, in 2021-2023, the total amount of funds allocated to assist migrants crossing the territory of the Republic of Belarus in transit amounted to more than 1 million US dollars in equivalent, including gratuitous sponsorship, donations from individuals, and foreign gratuitous assistance.

In general, in 2021-2023, the total amount of funds allocated to assist migrants crossing the territory of the Republic of Belarus in transit amounted to more than 1 million US dollars in equivalent, including gratuitous sponsorship, donations from individuals, and foreign gratuitous assistance.

09.16.2022 Decree of the President of the Republic of Belarus No. 326 of September 14, 2022 came into force, the provisions of which are aimed at providing assistance to persons who arrived in the Republic of Belarus from all regions of Ukraine and found themselves in a difficult life situation.

Also, in order to assist in the employment of citizens of Ukraine, the procedure for issuing permits for their employment has been simplified.

Since 2021, 4302 citizens of Ukraine applied for refugee status, additional protection or asylum in the Republic of Belarus, additional protection in the Republic of Belarus was provided to 3400 Ukrainians, decisions were made to extend the period for granting additional protection in the Republic of Belarus in respect of 6729 Ukrainians.

Since September 2021, IAB have been working to fulfill the instructions of the President of the Republic of Belarus, given at a meeting with representatives of the media community on August 9, 2021, within the framework of which certain benefits have been established for citizens of Ukraine living and working in the Republic of Belarus. As of 06.01.2024, 8607 citizens of Ukraine (including minors) applied for citizenship of the Republic of Belarus, of which 7265 people became Belarusian citizens.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs, in cooperation with interested parties, continues the above-mentioned systematic work in the migration sphere, as well as in the field of combating human trafficking and related crimes, the priority vector of which, taking into account current challenges and threats, is protection from sexual exploitation of minors.
