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Thank you, Mr. Chair,

1. I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Member States.

2. At the outset, NAM expresses its sincere appreciation to the Deputy High Commissioner for sharing with us her thoughtful remarks and we extend our gratitude to the Secretariat for their continued support to the Working Group. 

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]NAM also would like to seize this opportunity to congratulate H.E. Mr. Zamir Akram, for being elected as the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the Right to Development. We assure you of our full support and believe that under your stewardship this Working Group would be able to fulfill its mandate and come up with tangible results. In this regard, NAM welcomes the continuation of elaboration of the draft convention on the right to development on the basis of the revised draft submitted by the Chair-Rapporteur. 
4. In the Final Outcome Document of the 18th Summit of NAM held on 25-26 October 2019 in Baku, Azerbaijan, the Head of State and Government of the Movement agreed to promote and protect all universally recognized human rights, in particular the right to development as a universal and inalienable right and as an integral part of all universally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
5. The Heads of State and Government also urged the UN human rights machinery to ensure the operationalization of the right to development as a priority, including through the elaboration of a Convention on the Right to Development by the relevant machinery. 
6. As 4 December 2021 marked the 35th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Right to Development, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan on behalf of NAM has presented a resolution entitled “Commemoration of the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration on the Right to Development”. The resolution asked for convening a full-day high level meeting at the fifty-second session of the Human Rights Council on the promotion and protection of the right to development as a celebration of the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration on the Right to Development. 
7. Bearing in mind the importance of the promotion of the right to development, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan of behalf of the Azerbaijani NAM Chairmanship, organized Informal Discussions on the Right to Development on 29 April 2022, in which the mechanisms operating in the field of right to development participated, and fruitful discussions were held. 

8. NAM reiterates that all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to development, are universal, indivisible, interdependent, and interrelated, and there is an urgent need to make the right to development a reality for everyone. 

9. NAM firmly believes that the realization of the right to development is a necessity more than ever, and the international community must demonstrate its commitment and give the right to development the high profile it merits. 

10. NAM also believes that the right to development should be central to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and in this vein, urges all UN Member States to pay particular attention to the right to development in the context of the elaboration of their national policies in line with the 2030 Agenda. 

11. In this regard, we are of the view that, the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its 17 Goals is profoundly dependent on acquisition of an integrated, holistic and comprehensive approach by all States, in which a just and equitable development is achieved and human dignity attained. 

12. At the same time, NAM calls upon the United Nations, its specialized agencies, funds and programmes to mainstream the right to development in their policies and operational activities, as well as in policies and strategies of the international financial and multilateral trading system. 

13. While we believe in distinct nature of right to development as an inalienable and intrinsic right, we should acknowledge that all human rights including right to development are interrelated and interdependent. Therefore, NAM is of the view that the realization of right to development could foster operationalization of every United Nations Sustainable Development Goals such as poverty reduction, hunger eradication and food security, inclusive education for all, combat climate change and protect sustainable environment. 

14. We express our deepest concern about the challenges and obstacles within the Working Group on the Right to Development, which for many years has made it impossible to fulfill its mandate. 
Mr. Chair, 

15.  The Declaration on Right to Development establishes a clear primary responsibility on the part of States to create favorable conditions to the realization of right to development. States have a duty to cooperate with each other in ensuring development and eliminating obstacles to development, in such a manner as to promote a new economic order based on sovereign equality, interdependence, mutual interest and cooperation among all States. States have the duty to take steps to facilitate the full realization of the right to development.  

16. As a complement to the efforts of less developed and developing countries, effective international cooperation is essential in providing these countries with appropriate means and facilities to foster their comprehensive development. In this regard, we believe that international cooperation is integral to the implementation and realization of the right to development, and could help us to overcome the lasting challenges which hinder progress. 

17. At this session, NAM is hoping that the Working Group will be able to hold an effective consideration of the revised draft convention on the right to development by having a constructive engagement in the work on the revised text submitted by the Chair-Rapporteur.

18. We believe that a convention on the right to development can make the Development a reality for all, ensuring the operationalization of the right to development as a priority to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, and raise the right to development, as set out in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, to the same level and on a par with all other human rights and fundamental freedoms, in compliance with the mandate of the Working Group, on the basis of the principles set forth in the United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development. 

19. In conclusion, the Non-Aligned Movement members would like to assure of their full cooperation, by continuing the same spirit of cooperation as we did in the past, and look forward to work constructively with our partners during this session to achieve further progress in realization of our ultimate goal. 

Thank you.
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