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[bookmark: _GoBack]Maat for Peace’ submission to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Regarding the Views of Youth-led Organizations on the Future of Human Rights
Preamble:
Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights (Egypt) presents this report to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), within the framework of the Global Youth Consultation, which is being organized as part of the Human Rights 75 initiative launched by UN Human Rights to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The report presents the overlapping and growing challenges facing the world, including inequality, armed conflicts, insecurity, climate change, the spread of deadly pandemics and arms trade, which all have a significant toll on youth human rights, and it concludes with a set of recommendations to governments, CSOs, and the UN and its various bodies.
1. What are the challenges faced by today’s world, and how will they affect the future of human rights, and what is the future of human rights you want to witness?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK44]Today, the world faces a large number of challenges, topped by climate change, which is a systemic and devastating threat to human rights. Climate change triggers displacement and exacerbates tensions and inequality within societies. The world also faces challenges regarding the continuation of armed conflicts in a large number of regions worldwide, which destroy lives, lands, infrastructure and economies, and increase arms proliferation and trade among states and groups. Besides, it causes food insecurity, encourages the spread of deadly pandemics and viruses, widens the economic gap among individuals, and causes unfair distribution of wealth, which exacerbates poverty, and causes various human rights violations, such as undermining the enjoyment of the right to health, education, housing, and access to other basic services. Undoubtedly, such challenges cast a shadow on people's economic conditions, and increase the levels of food insecurity and water scarcity, thus accelerating environmental damage, and increasing displacement and migration. All of this leads to the spread of accidents, conflicts, and inequality, which in turn works to break family and community ties, and as a result, many of the most vulnerable groups, such as women and children, get subjected to physical and sexual violence, torture, and murder.
We want a bright future for human rights, and that dream cannot be realized without empowering civil society and allowing its unconditional and unrestricted participation. People’s involvement in decision-making is considered a vital force to advance accountability, which will naturally have positive effects on a very wide number of governmental policies that drive and enhance the prosperity of human rights, such as expanding and improving housing policies, education policies, health, development, defense, and every sector of state activity, and categorically opening the way for civil society and not muzzling voices criticizing governments will lead to achieving SDGs, and striving prosperously towards a bright future for human rights.
2. What are your recommendations to decision-makers and policymakers, including governments, civil society, international organizations, the UN, and others, to advance human rights in the future?
1. We recommend governments, including decision-makers and policymakers, consider the following:
· Conducting research, expert consultations, and analysis necessary for the realization of economic, social, cultural, civil, and political rights, to reduce inequality among individuals;
· Working to bring about a foundational change to achieve an economy based on human rights, to bridge the gap between individuals, and to ensure the realization and consolidation of human rights in a fair and just manner;
· Benefiting from the findings and recommendations of the UN human rights mechanisms to the maximum extent possible, which includes implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and ensuring the consistency of local legislation with international agreements and standards.
2. We recommend to CSOs to consider the following:
· Communication and coordination with the relevant authorities to highlight violations of human rights and public freedoms, and to develop common solutions to them in an organized framework, far from rejection or exclusion;
· Providing necessary resources for holding training courses and workshops related to human rights, and ensuring access to all marginalized groups, to hear their voices and transfer their complaints to the competent authorities;
· Exerting more awareness and development efforts to assist governments in protecting human rights.
3. We recommend the UN, international organizations, and affiliated bodies, to consider the following:
· Increasing the number of joint projects for local communities, including increasing funding and providing all forms of support necessary to enable the work of mass civil society organizations, especially non-governmental organizations, and institutions related to human rights;
· Conducting more independent international investigations on the deterioration of human rights conditions or the increasing violations in some societies, making the necessary recommendations, and putting pressure on the international community to impose sanctions on those responsible and the perpetrators;
· Granting donation funds for victims of calamities, disasters, and wars, including societies that suffer from crises and natural disasters related to climate change, and societies suffering from internal conflicts.
3. What are the commitments and actions that youth can take to advance human rights in the future?
While youth face several challenges that impede their access to most civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights, they play a vital role in preventing and resolving conflicts, as well as promoting the principles of human rights, through participation and involvement in community activities that are organized by non-governmental organizations, whether local or international or those conducted under the supervision of the UN or its main agencies. It is also good for youth to participate in voluntary and service activities within societies that suffer from or are suffering from conflicts. They can cooperate to establish community initiatives aimed at providing a specific service or focusing on a marginalized or affected group within society and provide the necessary support for that group. Besides, efforts should be made to maximize the uses of digital networks to expand the scope of youth participation in introducing and advancing the future of human rights. Youth should develop a general understanding of the local issues and challenges facing the societies in which they live so that they can effectively participate in its development and growth. At last, youth can bring real changes, and have a prosperous future, by expressing their opinions on the various parties, especially in light of the existing technological progress.
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Organization in special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council since 2016
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