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1. What are the challenges the world is facing now, how they will affect the future of human rights, and what future do you want for human rights?
Global challenges amplify threats to children and youth, exposing them to emerging and evolving forms of crime and violence, violating their rights. These dangers transcend physical spaces, extending into the digital realm, where rapid technological advances raise privacy concerns. Children and youth often become targets of cyberbullying, and sexual abuse and exploitation, including child sexual abuse material. While the world is slowly coming to a consensus on the immediate dangers posed by climate change, there is insufficient awareness regarding the impact of extreme climate events and forced displacement on the vulnerability of young people to violence and human rights violations. If these challenges are left unaddressed or are addressed in isolation, they exacerbate social and economic inequalities, deepen systemic racism and discrimination, and undermine fundamental human rights, such as access to education, housing, justice and opportunities. Other challenges facing youth include the right to a free trial and to not be subjugated to arbitrary arrest. More work needs to be done to strengthen criminal justice systems by providing just and human-centred approaches as well as gender and age sensitive training for criminal justice practitioners.   
An example of how the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) collaborates with children, youth, and human rights can be found in Nigeria. Boko Haram's activities, which began with attacks in the Lake Chad Basin in 2009, have resulted in the abduction, recruitment, and exploitation of thousands of children and youth. When children and youth are associated with armed and organized criminal groups, including terrorist organizations, they endure severe levels of violence, including torture, inhumane and degrading treatment, sexual and gender-based violence, and deprivation of fundamental rights such as education, food, health, shelter and water. To reduce the stigma surrounding these children and youth and to ensure their safe reintegration into their communities, UNODC initiated the STRIVE Juvenile Nigeria's Awareness Raising Campaign. This initiative involved selecting 18 youths from Borno State through an inclusive process to serve as Youth Peace Champions (YPCs). Throughout the project's duration, these YPCs acquired skills in using social media, art and animation for peace advocacy and community resilience building. They also engaged in intergenerational dialogues with community leaders to discuss key messages of the awareness-raising campaign and disseminate them at the grassroots level. Additionally, YPCs became part of new community dialogue structures, working alongside others to mediate low-level conflicts at the community level. Children and youth, comprising 70% of Nigeria's population, must have their voices heard and their rights protected for a more equitable and peaceful future.
2. What are your recommendations to decision and policymakers, including governments, civil society, international organizations, the United Nations, and others, to advance human rights in the future?
Despite a polarized political climate, decision and policymakers need to come together to advance human rights, particularly in areas related to firearm trafficking, cybercrime and trafficking in persons. By addressing these illicit activities, they can contribute to the Declaration of Human Rights including Articles 3, 4, among others:
· Addressing illicit trafficking of firearms: Firearms violence has a direct and immediate impact on the rights to life and security of people, including children and young people, as firearms can play a significant part in the commission of grave violations against them and in the denial of their rights. Each year, globally, 200,000 people aged between 10 and 29 years are victims of homicides, and more than half of the homicides are carried out with a firearm (Global Study on Homicide, UNODC, 2019). Mitigating the impact of firearms is therefore central to ensuring that children in the future do not bear the brunt of violence and armed conflict as they currently do. 
· Cybercrime: Children and adolescents are more likely to become victims of cybercrime, including child online sexual abuse and exploitation, trafficking in children by means of the internet and even the recruitment and exploitation of children by organized criminal, armed and terrorist groups. In this context, UNODC Global Programme on Cybercrime has been developing a multifaceted approach to fostering cybercrime resilience within communities, with a special focus on safeguarding the security of children and adolescents. UNODC runs several parallel initiatives on cybercrime prevention, including some that use art as a tool to convey messages and create positive societal impact. For example, in coordination with the artistic group Cuenterete Teatro, UNODC has staged 150 presentations of the puppet play "The Faces of Cybercrime" in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, reaching over 50,000 spectators. The objective of this play is to raise awareness among children, adolescents, parents and public officials about the dangers present on the internet, as well as to provide preventive measures and self-care strategies to prevent children and adolescents from becoming victims of cybercrimes. Concrete steps need to be taken at an international and national level to combat cybercrime and its impacts. 
· Trafficking in Persons: Trafficking in persons is a serious crime and constitutes a serious violation of human rights. Most detected victims of trafficking in persons are trafficked at a young age. According to UNODC’s Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2022, young victims are mostly identified in Central America and the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, where 73 per cent, 60 per cent and 37 per cent of victims detected in 2020 were below 18 years old. Strong victim/survivor-centred, gender-responsive and child-sensitive approaches to trafficking responses, as well as policies that do not negatively affect the human rights of victims and witnesses, are crucial to advance the fight against trafficking in persons. 

3. What commitments and actions can young people take towards advancing human rights in the future?
Advancing human rights is an ongoing process that requires dedication, collaboration and resilience. Young people often encounter various barriers in accessing their human rights from societal attitudes dismissing their opinions and barring them participation in decision-making processes to limited access to quality education and information restricts their awareness of their rights and how to exercise them. Furthermore, it is imperative to invest in quality education, training and awareness raising for the young generation, so that they are aware of their rights and obligations, and understand how the rule of law, justice and peace are related to human rights. 
Policymakers need to ensure that the young generation is aware of how crime, violence and corruption have direct implications on the enjoyment of human rights, and for this reason they have an obligation to put in place mechanisms to prevent and respond to them, while ensuring leaving no one behind. To expand human rights for youth, they must be able to participate in decision-making and peace processes as equals. At UNODC, we have the Youth Empowerment Accelerator (YEA!) Framework that seeks to advance meaningful youth engagement across the Office in order to empower young people in decision-making spaces. We also have youth-led mechanisms including the DAPC Grants programme and the YouthLED Integrity Board that allows young people to actively partner and contribute with our programmatic work. 
