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(Translated from Russian)


Proposals from Belarus for the reform of the United Nations treaty body system


The reform of the United Nations treaty bodies should be considered in the framework of intergovernmental consultations.


Decisions concerning the reform of the treaty bodies must be taken by consensus.


The report of the United Nations Secretary-General contains a useful overview of the treaty bodies’ activities, including those related to the consideration of periodic reports.


Belarus considers that the backlog of reports is problematic for the Committee on the Rights of the Child (52 reports), the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (44 reports) and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (43 reports). For the other treaty bodies the situation is not critical.


Questions about additional time for meetings and the funding of the activities of the treaty bodies should be decided on an individual basis, depending on the extent of the rights considered by each treaty body and the quantity of ratifications of the corresponding international human rights instruments.


In reforming the treaty bodies it is necessary to address questions of principle on how to improve the ways and means used by them in their work.
1.
Optimizing the ways and means of work of the treaty bodies:
· Encourage the use of the core document to simplify preparation and presentation of national reports.
· Extend the use of lists of issues prior to reporting, as a basis for an interactive dialogue to be held during the presentation of the report. The issues should be formulated in accordance with the provisions of the international human rights instrument that established the treaty body in question.

2.
Increasing the level of interaction between governments and treaty bodies

· The treaty bodies should consider only thematic issues related to compliance of the State party’s legislation and enforcement practices with the provisions of the corresponding international human rights instrument. Individual cases related to the promotion and protection of the various categories of human rights are considered in the procedures for individual communications or complaints established by the international human rights instruments or in the Human Rights Council (through the universal periodic review, or by the special rapporteurs). To avoid duplication, individual cases must not be considered in the periodic reporting by States on their implementation of the international human rights instruments.

· The dialogues between the treaty bodies and the States must be based on the information prepared by the States (the report and the written and oral replies to questions) and if the international human rights instrument in question so provides, on information from international organizations of the United Nations system.

· The concluding observations must be based on the States’ periodic reports and other information submitted by them during the interactive dialogue. Recommendations must be concise and specific, and take into consideration the social and economic development level of the country and its cultural specificities, without contradicting the provisions of the international human rights instrument under consideration.

· When States send comments on the treaty bodies’ draft concluding recommendations, they must be included in the reports of the treaty bodies to the General Assembly.

· Interaction between the treaty bodies and States must take place in all six official United Nations languages, in accordance with the resolutions of the General Assembly addressing multilingualism.

3.
Membership of treaty bodies

· Pursuant to United Nations General Assembly resolution 66/153 entitled “Promotion of equitable geographical distribution in the membership of the human rights treaty bodies”, a quota of members in each treaty body proportional to the number of States parties in the corresponding international human rights instrument should be reserved for each of the five regional groups.

The current practice of submission of candidacies to the treaty bodies exclusively from States parties to the corresponding international human rights instruments should be maintained.

	�	For example, there is an obvious difference in terms of the volume of rights to consider and the number of ratifications between the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. 
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