Government of Brazil – Rights of persons with disabilities - response to questionnaire by the OHCHR
a) Key measures adopted at the domestic level to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and relative resource allocations:

a.1 The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was incorporated into Brazilian law, and has received constitutional status. Beyond the legislative developments, the Brazilian government is undertaking actions to transform the traditional model, focused on assistance measures, into one that also enables persons with disabilities to exercise a central role in their emancipation and citizenship, thus contributing to the development of the country.

a.2 Through its National Secretariat for the Promotion of the Rights of People with Disabilities (SNPD), responsible for the implementation of public policies concerning people with disabilities, the Special Secretariat for Human Rights, with ministerial status, has made efforts to design and implement programs with a view to facilitate the inclusion of that particular group. The Government also develops policies of a structural nature, as opposed to isolated interventions. In this context, the issue of disabilities is seen as a cross-cutting phenomenon, and benefits from the synergy of the integrated planning and implementation of policies by all federal bodies, in partnerships with States and municipalities,  and with the cooperation of human rights councils and civil society organizations.

a.3 Besides the National Secretariat for the Promotion of the Rights of People with Disabilities (SNPD), other Governmental agencies responsible for policies on public health, education, labour and employment, social security, welfare, culture and tourism, among others, develop actions in their respective fields with regard to persons with disabilities. In 2010, the resources allocated in the SNPD’s budget amounted to 13,4 million Reais, and total resources allocated in the Union's budget for policies dedicated to persons with disabilities amounted to 12 billion Reais.

b) Challenges and obstacles to the full implementation at the national level of the Convention:

The main challenges faced in implementing the social protection policies targeted to people with disabilities are: the need to reduce limitation in the provision of proper care to each specific type of disability; the need to adapt such care in accordance with the characteristics of regional distribution of persons with disabilities, both in urban and rural areas; the necessary deepening of the articulation between existing policies and gender-related issues, taking into account age-related considerations; the need to overcome challenges stemming from inequalities caused by racial discrimination; and the need to overcome extreme poverty and poverty.
c) The existence, scope and content of the policies and/or guidelines adopted at the national level to guide international cooperation in support of the Convention:

The Social Agenda of the Presidency - Human Rights and Citizenship Axis – Persons with Disabilities Group (Decree No. 6215 of 26 September 2007) is a set of actions for the Ministries of Health, Education, Social Development and Fight against Hunger, Cities, Labour and Employment, and the Special Secretariat for Human Rights. These various Ministries share the responsibility of ensuring basic conditions for the full development of persons with disabilities, with a view to their access to the labour market, thus contributing to the development of Brazil. In this context, some priorities can be highlighted:
- Access to orthotics and prosthetics and rehabilitation in the Unified Health System (SUS);

- Specialized educational services, through resources and services, in attention to the specific needs of students with disabilities, from the perspective of inclusive education;

- The extension of social protection to those in need, through the Basic Social Protection and Special Social Protection, conforming the basis for the organization of the Unified System of Social Assistance (SUAS), setting up services directed to persons with disabilities in the framework of basic social protection and special social protection of medium and high complexity;
- The promotion of accessibility to all public and common use areas, and the availability of housing units adaptable for persons with disabilities, of accessible transportation, of accessible media , and of assistive technologies;
- To promote the employability of persons with disabilities, through the integration of public actions, negotiations and awareness of employers and other initiatives which foster the recruitment of persons with disabilities. These measures are associated with programs of professional qualification, and with the inspection on the compliance with Law n°. 8.213/91, article 93 (companies with one hundred or more employees shall offer between 2% and 5% of their jobs to persons with disabilities and/or persons rehabilitated by Social Security); and
- To disseminate a culture of inclusion and respect for diversity through workshops, technical chambers, seminars and meetings, as well as the implementation of promotional campaigns of public interest on television, radio, and magazines.
d) Forms of international cooperation at bilateral and multilateral level that, as a complement to national efforts, can play a key role in assisting the realization of the Convention at national level:

Brazil develops bilateral and trilateral technical cooperation activities, involving partnerships with other States, international organizations and agencies, prioritizing South-South cooperation.
e) Examples of engagement in international cooperation assessment of their impact on promoting the realization of the Convention:

International cooperation focused on persons with disabilities is currently being deepened.

In 2010, the SNPD allocated 2 million USD for technical studies carried out in cooperation with the Organization of Ibero-American States (OEI) and the Organization of American States (OAS).

As a recent example of bilateral cooperation, in the context of the reconstruction of Haiti, Brazil and the Haitian government have engaged in discussions aimed at developing technical cooperation projects for persons with disabilities. This resulted in the signing of the project "Program for Training on Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities” and the establishment of the "Haitian Institute for Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities." Within the same initiative, another project is ready to be agreed upon, named "Strengthening of political and institutional capacity of governmental and non-government organizations of Haiti to promote and defend the rights of persons with disabilities", and the project “Pilot study on the prevalence of people with disabilities in Haiti" is currently under discussion.
