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I. Summary of Article 32

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, through Article 32 on International Cooperation, recognizes that international cooperation activities need to be inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities to ensure the full realization of the objectives and purpose of the Convention. The article states that:

1. States Parties recognize the importance of international cooperation and its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertake appropriate and effective measures in this regard, between and among States and, as appropriate, in partnership with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities. Such measures could include, inter alia:

(a) Ensuring that international cooperation, including international development programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;

(b) Facilitating and supporting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices;

(c) Facilitating cooperation in research and access to scientific and technical knowledge;

(d) Providing, as appropriate, technical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible and assistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies.
2. The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the obligations of each State Party to fulfil its obligations under the present Convention.

Article 32 was created to respond to the lack of disability inclusion and mainstreaming in the international development and cooperation agenda. More than 80% of individuals with disabilities live in low and middle income countries based on the WHO Global Burden of Disease measures,
,
 and constitute a significant proportion of the poorest of the poor in the world.
 There is a significant and complex relationship between disability and poverty, since both can be causes and/or consequences of the other. Most poverty reduction schemes in low-income countries fail to consider disability issues or address them in any systematic manner, which perpetuates the marginalization of people with disabilities and hampers poverty reduction efforts. Existing national disability policies and programs often fail to meet the needs of citizens with disabilities, due to the lack of enforcement, stakeholder capacity, disability awareness, and collaboration among international development and assistance specialists and disability specialists. Mainstreaming disability concerns into economic development efforts requires knowledge and awareness raising, effective collaboration among all relevant stakeholders, and robust information exchange across regions.

As States Parties strive to implement Article 32, they will need to seek and identify effective and sustainable practices and means to ensure that the needs of persons with disabilities are effectively included in all international cooperation policies, programming, implementation, and evaluation. Strong, multi-stakeholder platforms dedicated to supporting sustained collaboration, information sharing and knowledge exchange between all disability and development actors can greatly facilitate the accessibility and inclusion of international cooperation programs and the realization of Article 32. This brief report presents an example of the Global Partnership for Disability and Development, a multi-stakeholder partnership to advance the mainstreaming of disability issues into social and economic development. While the GPDD operates at a global level, similar networks at regional and bilateral levels can similarly seek to facilitate the implementation of Article 32 by the involved States Parties. 
II. Disability and International Cooperation: Current practices and challenges

Several of the major multilateral and bilateral international cooperation agencies have employed different practices and policies to respond to the needs of persons with disabilities through their aid efforts. This section briefly summarizes the most commonly used approaches by international cooperation and development towards disability focused development:

a. Disability focused aid programs: These refer to targeted programs that focus entirely on issues concerning individuals with disabilities such as special education programs, disability benefit schemes etc.  

b. Disability related components that are added to mainstream programs: These refer to the creation or addition of disability specific components or modules to existing development projects.

c. Mainstreaming disability as a cross-cutting issue in development programs: Several international cooperation agencies have started increasingly integrating and including the needs of persons with disabilities into all aspects of international cooperation and development programming, from policy to practice. Correspondingly, disability mainstreaming and disability as a cross-cutting issue is slowly being reflected in national government development efforts. Examples of this include disability as a cross-cutting issue in poverty reduction strategy papers, country strategies and planning to implement the MDGs and inclusive disaster risk reduction and management strategies in some countries around the world.

d. Twin track approach: Frequently, disability inclusive international cooperation includes a combination of the above approaches, also known as “twin track” approach. This implies that countries make efforts to make all programming accessible and inclusive of people with disabilities which recognizing the need for separate programming targeting specific needs of persons with disabilities. 

e. Disability as a cross-cutting issue in development programs within agencies: Several donor agencies and development actors strive to create internal disability policies and training programs to ensure that disability is recognized as a cross-cutting issue within all their thematic areas and internal departments, especially among field offices. This is a key measure in ensuring staff sensitization to the importance of disability as a development issue and prioritizing the design and implementation of inclusive programming. 

There are increasing examples of States Parties who are engaged in international cooperation applying the above mentioned approaches; however, several development actors, including States Parties, have identified the following challenges in realizing Article 32:
a. The lack of evidence-based resources and tools to guide them on the most effective and promising practices to make all development programming across all sectors fully inclusive.

b. The need for raising awareness and creating demand among recipient country governments for disability inclusive programming, along with appropriate sensitization towards disability and CRPD training for government officials and agency staff.

c. Establishing mechanisms to promote and improve consultations with DPOs and other civil society during all stages of development programming
d. Feedback from DPO and civil society actors also suggests the need for a means to connect increased donor support with governmental and non-governmental organizations implementing inclusive development projects.
e. Increasing DPO capacity to engage in inclusive development projects as well as monitoring and evaluation.
III. Example of the Global Partnership for Disability and Development as a mechanism to facilitate the implementation of Article 32
A. Primary objective, stakeholders, main contributions
The Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) is a global initiative to strengthen international cooperation to advance the inclusion of disability issues and considerations into mainstream social and economic development efforts. The GPDD’s membership is an unprecedented alliance of government ministries, bilateral and multilateral donors, United Nations (UN) agencies, NGOs, Disabled People's Organizations (DPOs), national and international development organizations, and other organizations committed to enhancing the rights of people with disabilities and inclusive development. The Global Partnership for Disability & Development was created in response to the recognition that poverty alleviation in developing countries and genuine progress toward achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) requires that people with disabilities be explicitly taken into account in national and international economic development efforts. It follows the essence of the eight Millennium Development Goal on the importance of global partnerships for development. GPDD as an alliance of diverse key players in disability and development that offers an unprecedented means of the cooperation required to promote the implementation of the CRPD, with specific attention to Article 32, and the inclusion of disability in international aid, particularly in the Millennium Development Goals. 
Through its diverse range of activities, the GPDD strives to initiate and support dialogue and sustainable collaboration between these stakeholders which is essential to promote the mainstreaming of disability into international cooperation, and specifically development, efforts. 
As a knowledge facility, the GPDD strives to combine ‘connection’ (connecting people who

have knowledge and want to share it), with ‘collection’ (compiling knowledge in online

repositories and banks). 

The GPDD’s primary means of action mirror many of the measures that Article 32 suggests for States Parties, as follows:
Networking: by facilitating the interaction of members and others in multi-stakeholder and peer networks and events

Knowledge Sharing: by supporting GPDD Communities and Working Groups and disseminating members’ knowledge

Knowledge Creation: by identifying research gaps and delegating targeted studies

Awareness Raising and Capacity Building: by focusing on the MDGs and the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

B. GPDD’s achievements in increasing cooperation and realization of Article 32
The GPDD actively demonstrates how a multi-stakeholder network of committed development partners can facilitate the realization of Article 32. The GPDD’s primary means of action effectively mirror many of the measures that Article 32 suggests. This section briefly describes the GPDD’s significant achievements in working towards inclusive international cooperation and how these activities reflect the spirit and letter of Article 32:
1. NETWORKING 
The GPDD seeks to support high level government and donor networking to strengthen coordination and cooperation among representatives of governmental agencies, international, regional and sub-regional organizations, and bilateral and multilateral donors committed to CRPD signing, ratification and inclusive development assistance. The realization of Article 32 as well as the implementation of the CRPD as a whole across countries is the primary focus of GPDD’s current kindred networking initiatives. The GPDD has launched two major initiatives to mainstream disability in international cooperation and suppor:

a. Donors’ Forum

b. Government Network

a. Donors’ Forum: 

The GPDD is hosting and supporting an informal network of representatives and disability focal points from government donor agencies, United Nations agencies, Multilateral Organizations, and Private Foundations titled the International Development Partners Forum on Disability and Development. The purpose of the forum is to share information, knowledge and best practices and in particular, share information and resources related to policies and guidelines, trainings, tools and materials, and research and studies related to disability and inclusive development. The forum was created as a result of a meeting hosted by the GPDD and the World Bank of representatives from the above stakeholder groups to to increase donor coordination and collaboration in the area of disability and inclusive development through sharing information and knowledge; and to establish a systematic method to promote sustained coordination among development partner organizations and agencies. Participants determined that such an informal networking platform could greatly enhance and improve future cooperation, coordination, and collaboration amongst development partners and promote the implementation of effective inclusive international cooperation and development programs. 
b. Government Network:

The purpose of this Network is to serve as an informal mechanism among national disability focal points and other national authorities to promote systematic sharing of information and knowledge around current and future activities and good practices, identification of issues for collective action and attention, and exploration of opportunities to strengthen informal collaboration. Activities may include:

Mapping knowledge and activities and identifying gaps

Problem solving and brainstorming to promote innovative practices

Sharing of information, assets and resources

Discussion of developments and experiences

Documentation projects

The GPDD plays a facilitative and supportive role in the Network, by providing a virtual collaborative platform, encouraging collaboration and community building, and creating opportunities for participants to share information and knowledge through a variety of forums. However, participants own the Network and determine and drive its priorities and activities.
2. KNOWLEDGE SHARING 
Following the adoption of the CRPD, many States and intergovernmental organizations have increased and developed services, activities and programs with the goal of promoting the rights of people with disabilities. As a result, there is a critical need and opportunity to improve coordination and cooperation among organizations committed to enhancing the rights of people with disabilities and inclusive development. 

The Global Partnership for Disability & Development (GPDD) Mission is to promote international cooperation around CRPD implementation and inclusive development to 

• Improve the quality and effectiveness of inclusive public policy-making and implementation, and 

• Increase the quantity and efficacy of public and private resources devoted to disability and development.

Efforts to build capacity and raise awareness on disability and development are complicated by the challenges of information fragmentation and lack of coordinated action. In response to these challenges, the GPDD’s knowledge sharing program aims to support the identification and development of innovative and community driven solutions, through virtual dialogue and knowledge sharing communities involving stakeholders and practitioners from around the world. In support of its Mission, the GPDD supports a number of Collaborative Initiatives related to 1) its constituency groupings and 2) areas of interest identified by its members and partners. Current initiatives include informal networks and focused collaboration, such as thematic Communities of Practice (CoPs) and Working Groups (WGs),  respectively.
Knowledge sharing mechanisms include:
c. E-discussions: 
The GPDD regularly organizes e-discussions on issues of significance to the social, economic, and civic empowerment and inclusion of people with disabilities to facilitate knowledge sharing across different domains of expertise at an international level. Past topics include The Impact of Climate Change on People with Disabilities and Women with Disabilities and Development. The e-discussions always include topics on collaboration and coordination.
d. Communities of Practice: 
This innovative form of knowledge sharing and creation intends to remove barriers to knowledge creation and sharing as well as to enhance networking around issues of disability and development. The GPDD is currently developing Communities of Practice on Women with Disabilities & Development, Inclusive Education, and Inclusive Disaster & Emergency Management. These Communities aim to encourage: a) open participation with knowledge creation; b) user initiated collaboration and community building; and c) an open place to identify challenges and seek solutions. 
e. Working Groups: 
In response to the earthquake in Haiti in January 2010, the GPDD convened a multi-stakeholder Working Group for Inclusive Reconstruction to ensure that reconstruction efforts after the earthquake involve people with disabilities during all stages and that all rebuilt and newly built infrastructure is fully accessible to and usable by people with disabilities. The Working Group has a diverse membership representing Governments, DPOs, civil society, development and UN agencies. The GPDD Working Group on Haiti, has developed a toolkit on “Haiti: Reconstruction for All” which synthesizes and summaries available resources, knowledge, and good practices on addressing the needs of persons with disabilities in the physical environment, livelihood, employment and social protection, transportation and communication, education, health, and capacity-building of DPOs, as well as organizational and operational issues. The toolkit is not confined to Haiti but discusses inclusive reconstruction no matter what the disaster or region may be and aims to structure a more comprehensive approach to disaster management that is inclusive of persons with disabilities in risk reduction and recovery. In coordination with the SCRPD and the World Bank, the GPDD has been actively disseminating the toolkit among countries and development actors.
3. CAPACITY BUILDING AND AWARENESS RAISING 
The GPDD works to strengthen the capacity of development partners, especially donor and recipient governments, to promote, guide, and facilitate the inclusion of disability issues and the participation of people with disabilities in international, regional, national, and community-level development policies and programs. One of GPDD’s primary areas of work includes raising awareness about the relationship between disability and poverty and the need to mainstream disability into development. GPDD’s capability building and awareness raising activities strive to impart knowledge about effective strategies and good practices to strengthen local efforts to identify and capitalize on entry points for disability in development activities as well as promote ability for disability inclusive monitoring and evaluation. An example of GPDD’s work in capacity building and awareness raising includes a demonstration project in Mozambique on Including People with Disabilities in Poverty Reduction and Social and Economic Growth and Development Strategies. This aimed to develop a strong alliance between all relevant stakeholders to incorporate disability into all poverty reduction strategy papers and other major national development strategies, build technical capacity within local government officials, disabled peoples’ organizations (DPOs) and other civil society organizations (CSOs) for disability mainstreaming, and create sustainable monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to assess long-term impact. 
4. KNOWLEDGE CREATION
The GPDD works to strengthen understanding about the two-way causality between poverty and disability. It seeks to identify practical methods to overcome discrimination and barriers to the equalization of opportunity and the full participation of women and men with disabilities in economic and social development in developing countries.  The GPDD helps identify research priorities in disability and development, and encourages research by universities and research institutes, especially in developing countries to improve the quality, quantity, and comparability of disability data and evidence-based practices in inclusive development. The GPDD also engaged in knowledge translation activities to ensure that evidence and knowledge gained through scientific research activities can be applied towards the realization of inclusive development in the field. An example of GPDD’s work in Knowledge Creation includes a research study on Inclusive Disaster Management in Bangladesh, Indonesia, and the United States which looked at the experiences of persons with disabilities during major disasters in these countries in this decade, and the systemic changes that occurred between disasters to ensure that disability was included in all aspects of disaster management. The study paid particular attention to the role of international cooperation and the response of international development partners. 
IV. Recommendations for further improvements to meet Article 32
In addition to the activities above, the GPDD would also like to offer other recommendations made by its multi-stakeholder membership to increase engagement in international cooperation to realize the Convention:

i. There is a continuing need for a means to connect increased donor support with governmental and non-governmental organizations implementing inclusive development projects. Accordingly, there is a need to map the expertise of different disability and development practitioners and make it available and up-to-date for development partners in an ‘organizational marketplace.’ In addition, the map should provide an overview of practitioner projects, highlighting the countries and regions in which members are active, and identifying where and which partners are working together and which local organizations are involved, to help create synergies and avoid overlapping. 
ii. Establish a ‘people bank for technical assistance’ to connect supply and demand for knowledge and expertise around inclusive development, and allowing user entry of data and content. Technical assistance would be complemented by a repository of intellectual output provided by disability and development partners and practitioners.
iii. Facilitate high-level advocacy through support of and/or participation in political dialogue or collaborative events to encourage mainstreaming disability in development issues, influence the development of frameworks such as the MDGs, and encourage conditionality of funding based on inclusion of disability. 
iv. Ultimately, there is a need for advocacy to expand and coordinate the currently disaggregated efforts to implement the CRPD and to generate demand from developing countries.

v. Facilitate the adoption of international standards for the inclusion of disability by international aid agencies and establish a means for measuring and monitoring the inclusiveness of member policies and practices.
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