OHCHR request for information on 
the implementation of the UN Human Rights Council Resolution 13/11 
“Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities: national implementation and monitoring and introducing as the theme for 2011 the role of international cooperation in support of national efforts for the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities” 

Reply of LATVIA 

a) Key measures adopted at national level to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and relative budgetary allocations.

Latvia has ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (further in the text - UNCRPD) on 1 March 2010 and currently it is in force. Latvia has ratified the Optional Protocol to the UNCRPD on 30 August 2010 and it is in force since 30 September 2010. The UNCRPD has essential impact on the disability policy in Latvia. 
In October 2009 the Cabinet of Ministers of Latvia adopted the UNCRPD Implementation Action Plan 2010-2012. This Action plan envisages initial steps for promoting implementation of the UNCRPD at national level. One of the tasks of the Action plan is to elaborate the UNCRPD implementation programme for 2013-2019, which will be a comprehensive strategy to reach the UNCRPD objectives. The Action Plan 2010-2012 for the implementation of the UNCRPD has been prepared and adopted under the hard circumstances of economic recession, therefore, due to the significant financial restrictions, this plan in general outline includes only short term activities where additional financing is not required, or it is reduced to a minimum or supported by the financial instruments of the European Union. 
According to the Law on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, adopted due to ratification of the UNCRPD, the Ministry of Welfare is the focal point for matters related to the implementation of the UNCRPD. The Ministry of Welfare is directly responsible for the disability policy in the area of social protection. At the same time the Ministry of Welfare is in charge of monitoring the implementation and development of equal opportunities policy for disabled persons in Latvia at large - by gathering information from other line ministries and preparing respective annual reports; by keeping track on developments within the competence of other ministries that refer to persons with disability; by considering the complaints and proposals of NGOs for improvement of legislation in different areas. Accordingly, the Ministry of Welfare in cooperation with other involved ministries and institutions looks at the possibilities to solve the existing problems or gaps.  
In order to carry out gradual implementation of the UNCRPD, the Ministry of Welfare has established several working groups: working group for elaboration of the UNCRPD implementation programme for 2013-2019; working group for evaluation of legal necessity for elaboration of the umbrella Law on Prevention of Discrimination; working group on evaluation of legal necessity for amendments to the Civil Law regarding improvements ensuring that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others; working group (within the National Council of Disability Affairs (NCDA)) on accessibility matters. 
The coordination of the implementation of the UNCRPD is carried out by the NCDA, established by the Ministry of Welfare. The NCDA is an advisory institution that takes part in development and implementation of the integration policy of disabled people. The NCDA involves line ministers, Chairperson of the Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments, Ombudsman, Chairperson of Public Utilities Commission, Director of Society Integration Foundation, President of Free Trade Union Confederation and also representatives of key non-governmental organizations. The Chairman of the NCDA is the Minister of Welfare. 
Starting from 2009 the progress and challenges of implementation of the UNCRPD has been discussed in every NCDA meeting. In January 2010 members of the NCDA decided to set up a working group for matters related to the accessibility. The task of this working group is to generate solutions in order to tackle problems related to all kinds of accessibility and to present results at the NCDA meetings on regular basis. 
According to the Law on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities the Ombudsman office as the independent institution ensures monitoring of the implementation of the UNCRPD (in accordance to the article 33 of UNCRPD). Representatives of the Ombudsman office participate at the NCDA meetings and in all working groups that are established to support the implementation of the UNCRPD. 
Civil society, in particular persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, are involved through the NCDA and above mentioned working groups. 
Information about all NCDA meetings, as well as meetings of working groups and meetings with representatives of the disability NGOs is available at the Ministry of Welfare home page www.lm.gov.lv (in Latvian language). 

Other national policy documents that form the basis of the disability policy in Latvia are the concept paper „Equal opportunities for all”, adopted by the Cabinet of Ministers in 1998, and  Action Plan for Implementing the Basic Principles on Policy for Elimination of Disability and its Consequences (2005-2015),  adopted in 2006. Ministry of Welfare prepares annual reports on the implementation of these policy documents. 

b) Challenges and obstacles to the full implementation at national level of the UNCRPD.

The main challenges and obstacles to the full and fast implementation of the UNCRPD at national level are related to insufficient financial resources due to the current economic situation. This obstacle imposes constraints on efficient realization of the UNCRPD principles in almost all areas, in particular in ensuring accessibility in its broader meaning, however in general the national legislation does contain norms of accessibility requirements covered by the UNCRPD. Allocation of more financial resources is needed also for development of the network of services for disabled persons in municipalities, in particular for development of the alternative services. 
The involvement and encouragement of the private sector in implementation of the UNCRPD principles can also be seen as a challenge. 

c) The existence, scope and content of policies and/or guidelines adopted at national level to guide international cooperation in support of the UNCRPD.

Policies or guidelines to guide international cooperation in support of the UNCRPD have not been considered at national level. 

d) Forms of international cooperation at bilateral and multilateral level that, as a complement to national efforts, can play a key role in assisting the realization of the UNCRPD at national level.

and

e) Examples of engagement in international cooperation and assessment of their impact on promoting the realization of the UNCRPD.

Forms of cooperation at bilateral and multilateral level that could be enhanced: 

- Exchange of information on best practices with regard to the implementation of the Article 33 of UNCRPD (for instance, seminars, peer reviews organized by the European institutions or by the United Nations, or at regional level, for instance through the forum of Baltic countries);

- More active involvement of international disability organizations and strengthening their cooperation with the national NGOs. As a result of such cooperation the reports could be prepared to describe direct contribution to the implementation of the UNCRPD of international NGOs (presented at international level) and national umbrella NGO bodies (presented at national level through any kind of so called national councils of disability affairs (in case of Latvia – through the NCDA)).

For Latvia being a member of the European Union a good example of a regional cooperation is the European Commission High Level Group of Representatives of the Member States on Disability (further – the HLGD). The HLGD is set up to monitor the latest policies and priorities of Governments concerning people with disabilities, to pool information and experience, and to advise the Commission on methods for reporting in future on the EU-wide situation with regard to disability, including issues of the implementation of the UNCRPD. The group meets on a regular basis to exchange information on various disability matters. The HLGD members’ network is an optimal tool also for an operative and informal exchange of information and views through the internet discussions, initiated by any Member state’s representative when needed. Latvia often uses this network to seek advice and to exchange views about practices and solutions of different issues in the area of the disability policy. 
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