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New Zealand’s response to ‘Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities: national implementation and monitoring and introducing as the theme for 2011 the role of international cooperation in support of national efforts for the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities’
Introduction

We welcome attention to the issue of international cooperation, which along with States parties’ individual responsibility for implementing the obligations set out in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), is key to realising the goals of the Convention. 
(a) Key measures adopted at the national level to implement the CRPD, and relative budgetary allocations
The New Zealand Government established a Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues to provide visible leadership and accountability for implementing the New Zealand Disability Strategy and the CRPD, and to set a coherent direction for disability issues across government.

The International Development Group (IDG) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for the administration of the New Zealand Government’s aid programme, which is implemented by a range of partners.  

The strategic objective and mandate for the aid programme is sustainable development in developing countries, in order to reduce poverty and contribute to a more secure, equitable and prosperous world.  Within this, there is a core focus on sustainable economic development and the Pacific region.  Gender, human rights and the environment are cross-cutting themes within the aid programme to support effectiveness.  Disability, as a human rights issue, sits within the cross-cutting approach.  
(b) Challenges and obstacles to the full implementation at the national level of the CRPD
The CRPD Committee has asked State parties in their reporting to address measures to ensure that donor funds are properly used by recipient States. New Zealand’s aid programme is guided by a range of tools and quality standards which support effective management, including initiatives specific and/or related to disability.  

Mutual accountability is one important measure to ensure the proper use of New Zealand’s aid programme.  This includes mechanisms such as monitoring, review and evaluation at the project, programme and policy levels with all partners, from partner governments to civil society organisations.  

While New Zealand’s aid programme cannot relax quality and financial standards for initiatives specific to disability, it is recognised that capacity building is important to ensure those initiatives can meet the standards.  This is particularly important for initiatives related to Disabled Persons Organisations (DPO).  In Samoa for example, New Zealand has previously provided capacity building support to the local DPO, Nuanua O Le Alofa (NOLA). Further work on ‘measures’ to ensure accountability and how non-governmental organisations will be addressed on this matter would be helpful.
Disability (within human rights) as a cross-cutting issue is not specifically included across all development initiatives (policies, programmes and projects).  New Zealand will be soon undertaking specific work in this area to support more effective implementation of Article 32 of the CRPD, human resource development and programme/project management.  Exchanges between different countries’ aid agencies and international organisations on how they have mainstreamed the rights of persons with disabilities across their operations and the mechanisms used to ensure accountability would be useful.

(c) The existence, scope and content of policies and/or guidelines adopted at the national level to guide international cooperation in support of the CRPD
Specific statements on disability are most notably located in IDG’s Health Policy (2005) and Health Strategy (2008 - 2013).  Although Disability is considered a human rights issue, its inclusion in the Health Policy has ensured a foundation for disability within the policy framework.  

The Health Policy outlines a twin-track approach to disability; supporting disability-specific initiatives to enhance the empowerment of people with disability and the inclusion of disability considerations in all development initiatives to address fundamental inequalities.  New Zealand’s aid programme will also advocate for the active participation of people with disabilities in public policy dialogue, development and implementation in all relevant areas.
(d) Forms and dimensions of international cooperation that, as a complement to national efforts, can play a key role in assisting the realization of the CRPD at national level, at bilateral and multilateral levels
An example of work carried out at the multilateral level, which supports the objectives of the CRPD, is New Zealand’s strong support for the 1997 Ottawa Convention on Anti-Personnel Landmines, especially with regard to its support for the victims of landmines. New Zealand assumed the role of Co-Chair of the Victim Assistance Committee at the conclusion of the 8th Meeting of States Parties to the Convention in November 2007 and held this position until the 9th Meeting of States Parties in 2008.  

IDG provides NZ$2.5 million each year in untagged core funding to support ICRC’s (International Committee of the Red Cross) work including physical rehabilitation, preventative mine action programmes which focus on risk reduction, education and advocacy work.  The advocacy work aims to reduce the human cost of mines and explosive remnants of war.
At the bilateral level, an example of New Zealand’s work is to minimise and prevent secondary or increased disability, which is included across some health sector programmes.  This includes significant support on non-communicable diseases in the Pacific, which are a significant contributor to disability in the region.  One example includes testing for diabetic retinopathy in Fiji.  This service and follow-up treatment can prevent increased blindness.  This includes some elements of information exchange on lessons learnt from both New Zealand and across the Pacific region.  

(e) Examples of engagement in international cooperation and assessment of their impact on promoting the realization of the CRPD
New Zealand’s aid programme provides support to a number of disability-specific initiatives (refer Annex 1). We are not in a position at this time to provide an assessment on the contribution of these different projects to the realisation of the CRPD’s objectives. However, we would note that an evidence- based assessment, which includes the experiences of both developed and developing countries, will be important to achieving a complete picture of the progress and challenges in the area of international co-operation.
148.
What programmes and projects does your agency fund or provide which specifically target people with disability? What is the percentage of the total budget for such programmes and projects allocated to them?
	
	Country/Programme
	Name of Initiative
	Total Commitment
	2009/10 amount

	1
	Vanuatu
	Core funding to Disabled Persons Advocacy Association (DPA)
	$60,000 (2009/10 to 2010/11)
	NZD10,000 (approx.)

	2
	Samoa
	Core funding to Nuanua O Le Alofa (NOLA – the national DPO)

and

Core Funding to Loto Taumafai (service provider)
	$73,000 (approx) over Nov 2009 to Jan 2011

$108,000 (approx)
	NZD46,000 (approx)

NZD54,000 (approx.

	3
	Cook Islands
	Disability Action Team

Creative Centre

Cook Islands Red Cross
Cook Islands National Disability Council (from the Community Initiatives Scheme)
	$600,000 over four years (2006/07 - 2009/10)

$410,000 (2005/06 - 2009/10)
$330,000 (2005/06 – 2009/10)

$20,000
	$87,000
$50,000

$65,000
$20,000

	4
	Pacific Regional Human Development Programme
	Core funding to the Pacific Disability Forum (regional DPO with members in 14 Pacific Island Countries and Territories)
	$1.1 million over four years (2007/08 to 2010/11)
	$345,000



	5
	Pacific Regional Human Development Programme
	Youth and Mental Health Programme (implemented by the Foundation of the Peoples of the South Pacific International)
	$1.2 million over three years (2007/08 to 2009/10
	$100,000

	6
	KOHA-PICD and the Humanitarian Action Fund
	India - Samuha-Samarthya integrated therapeutic and rights-based community intervention for persons with disabilities

India - Equal opportunities, protection of rights and full participation of persons with disabilities in Gujarat 

Thailand - Community based rehabilitation for visually impaired and other disabilities

Tanzania - Comprehensive community based rehabilitation in Manzese

Bangladesh/India - Disaster preparedness in Bangladesh and India with CBM regional office and partners

Sri Lanka - Livelihoods Support for return of IDPs

Haiti - Child care and therapy for children with disabilities and injuries
	$75,991

$84,984

$92,837

$127,489

$125,000

$124,995

$70,000
	$75,991

$84,984

$92,837

$127,489

$125,000

$124,995

$70,000

	TOTAL
	1,478,296
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