Information on the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by the Slovak Republic (September 2010)

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities became effective for the Slovak Republic on 25 June 2010. The method of monitoring implementation of the Convention is laid down in its Article 33. The Slovak Republic has so far not introduced mechanisms to monitor the implementation of the Convention; the Slovak Republic is preparing in this respect for participation in a European working forum for the exchange of experience with the application of Article 33 of the Convention. The event will be attended by representatives of the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic, a representative of the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights and a representative of the Slovak Disability Council. 

Regarding the question concerning the existence and scope of national policies we provide short information about activities of the Government Council for Persons with Disabilities. The Government Council for the Issue of Citizens with Disabilities was transformed into the Government Council for Persons with Disabilities by Government Resolution No. 488 of 9 July 2008. The Government Council for Persons with Disabilities consists of permanent and non-permanent members, 52 in total. The Council is chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights and Minorities; the Minister of Labour, Social Affairs and Family holds the position of its vice-chairman.  The Council is an advisory, coordinating and initiative-taking body of the Government of the Slovak Republic with respect to living conditions, equal opportunities and equal treatment of persons with disabilities and their social inclusion. The Council carries out duties specified in its own plan of actions which builds on the work plan of the Government of the Slovak Republic and the Plan of Legislative Tasks of the Government of the Slovak Republic; the Council monitors, comments on, and initiates the preparation of conceptual materials. It also evaluates fulfilment of measures arising from approved concepts for the creation and development of living conditions to ensure social inclusion of persons with disabilities, prepared by ministries and other state administration authorities at all levels of management, municipalities and self-governing regions.
A legal analysis conducted prior to the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has shown that no substantial legislative changes are necessary. In order to enhance support for social inclusion of individuals with severe disability, an amendment to the act governing this issue is currently under preparation. Given the fact that the amendment is only in an early stage of the legislative procedure, it is yet impossible to specify particular changes that will be adopted for the said purpose. The currently applicable legislation, i.e., Act No. 447/2008 Coll. on direct payments for compensation of severe disabilities and on amendments to certain acts, complies with the aforementioned articles; Slovakia has not adopted any special measures to implement the Convention. 

