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FIAN Nepal

Written contribution to the Special Rapporteur on the right to food on the thematic report 'Recovery from Covid Pandemic'
Based on the guiding question: 

Which government programs and measures were effective during the pandemic in ensuring that people had access to good food? Please identify those measures you think should be expanded and made permanent.
Submitted on: 11 May 2023
Response of the Government of Nepal to the COVID-19 pandemic through formulating institutional and legal mechanisms
Establishment of Institutional Set-up to provide health facilities (both to infected persons and those of risk to be infected): The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has requested the 25 Hub Satellite Hospital Network
 across the country - designated for managing mass casualty events - to be ready with infection prevention and control measures, and critical care beds where available. The Government of Nepal has been allocating spaces for quarantine purposes throughout the country and  established 7 provincial level, 6 metropolitan level, 11 sub-metropolitan level, 276 municipality level, 460 at rural municipality level (including 1 at Kathmandu focusing to 3 districts of Kathmandu valley) hospitals/COVID-19 centers. A major intention to establish this institutional set-up was to provide health services to people living in rural areas as well as to migrant returnees from neighboring countries.  
Establishing health desk: The Government of Nepal also established a health desk at Tribhuvan International Airport to screen incoming passengers from affected regions. Further, the government also established a desk at the ground crossing Points of Entry (PoE) at the Nepal-China border and the Nepal-India border during the pandemic. The Government of Nepal had formed a committee to coordinate preparedness and response efforts, including the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, the Ministry of Urban Development, the Nepal Army, the Nepal Police and the Armed Police Force. The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) includes the Red Cross Movement, civil society organizations (national and international NGOs).
Legal setup to fight against COVID19: The Government of Nepal formulated Regulation
 Guideline
 and Plan
 to mobilize medical personnel, establish and operate quarantine and refer positive and critical cases to hospital/isolation. Nepal Government, Ministry of Women, Children and Senior Citizen also formulated 'Quarantine Operational Guideline, 2077' especially focusing on women migrants workers and their children entering Nepal with special situation (pregnancy, maternity and other health problems). Furthermore, Nepal Government, Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development declared three notable policies to combat the adversity brought about by COVID-19 pandemic.
Relief and recovery to small holders' farmer: The government of Nepal introduced emergency relief packages for farmers. However, voices from the field share exclusionary consequences of such packages. The relief package demands certain criteria to be the beneficiaries of the relief such as land entitlement and land size. The central government has announced a relief package of 750 Nepali rupees (6.20 USD) per kattha (338m2) of land. In Province 2, the government has provided relief packages for farmers who own 10 kattha (3380m) of land and cultivate it by themselves to receive NR 10,000 (about 70 Euro) cash in their bank account
. 
Formulation and mobilization of a rapid response team: A team was constituted at the ministry level to provide immediate services for maintaining food and supply chains, considering agriculture as an essential service during the lockdown. In addition, the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development declared five points policy to combat the adversities brought about by COVID-19 (e.g., relief packages, loans, and awareness rising through media, insurance on crops and livestock, and minimum support prices for produce).
The Constitution of Nepal (2015) ensured "Rights Relating to Food as a ‘Fundamental. Government of Right to Food & Food Sovereignty Act, 2018 authenticated by the President on 18 September 2018 clearly defining the accountability of duty bearers from local, province and federal level. Compensation to  RtF  affected  co munities,  claiming mechanism, monitoring of implementation status of RtF by formulation of indicators within fixed time period, protection of right to food of people of special categories etc are also ensured by Act. Province level government (Karnali Province) also formulated province level right to food act. As per the provision of RtF Act, some of the local government unites (at FIAN Nepal working areas) also formulated Local Food and Nutrition Security Strategic Plans (LFNSSP) incorporating the concept of food bank to response the food emergencies food crisis during the disasters and outbreak of disease.  
Establishment of food bank by local government: One local government
 (only one) established the local food bank as per the Local Food and Nutrition Security Strategy Plan (LFNSSP) and provided necessary food grain to food vulnerable communities/peoples within the territory
. Other local government units also followed the process applied by Gajuri RM but without respective legal and institutional mechanism to operate the food bank on a long-term basis is not possible. 
In this regards, Nepal Government continue to 

1. Localization of Right to food and food sovereignty act, 2018 formulating local food and nutrition security plan (LFNSSP) at all the local government unit
 of Nepal to make peoples access to quality food grain during the pandemic and any emergencies  
2. Keep up-to-date to health desk with required health personnel at boarder areas (of India and China) and hospital as COVID-19 infection is still exist and increasing in community level
� https://heoc.mohp.gov.np/service/


� Interim Regulation for Service Delivery to COVID and other Health Services, 2076  


� Public Health Guideline for COVID19 Pandemic and Well Managed Lockdown, 2077 (approved date 2077/02/30) 


� Nepal Government, Ministry of Health and Population Health Sector Emergency Response Plan, May 2020 


� http:// my republica.nagariknetwrok.com/news/ 


� Gajuri Rural Municipality of Dhading district established the local level food bank on the basis of LFNSSP. The LFNSSP has been formulated under the Right to food and food sovereignty act, 2018. The Act formulated by Nepal Government under the fundamental rights (article 36) of constitution of Nepal. 


� The local food bank cover the food vulnerable communities only inside the Gajuri Rural Municipality – Dhading district


� Local government refer to all the 753 local government bodies (6 metropolitan cities, 11 sub-metropolitan cities, 276 municipalities and 460 rural municipalities) 





