ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO VIET NAM

CANADA

· As a member of the Human Rights Council starting on January 1st, 2014, Vietnam is called to uphold the highest standards of human rights. What is the Government planning to do during its 3 year mandate to ensure compliance with such a standard?

· How will the government ensure that the existing legal commitment that land use right certificates carry the names of both spouses is implemented with a view to ensuring that all are treated equally in practice?  

· With respect to creating space for independent, local non-governmental organizations in Vietnam to freely associate, how does the government plan to ensure that all arms of government, including the central and local (provincial/district/command) levels and the security agencies, enable, as opposed to obstruct, the full participation of NGOs in the UPR process?

· With respect to the current review of the 2004 Ordinance on Religion and Beliefs, will the government consult with non-registered religious groups in its review? 
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· With respect to freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful assembly, through what processes will the government ensure that the new law on association and the law on demonstrations comply with the government of Vietnam’s obligations under the ICCPR?

· With respect to the rulings by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, including on the case of Le Quoc Quan and particularly in the context of Vietnam’s membership in the Human Rights Council, what are the government’s timelines for addressing these opinions, in particular on whether the government will or will not release those whose detentions were found to be arbitrary by the WGAD?

NETHERLANDS

· Will the government extend an invitation to the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and Expression to visit Viet Nam?

· Will the government of Viet Nam ensure that any amendments to the Vietnamese Constitution conform with the ICCPR, ICESCR and other key international human rights standards?

· What measures will Viet Nam take to ensure that all rights guaranteed in the ICCPR are protected and enjoyed by all?

· Will the government ensure that laws on the Internet comply with Viet Nam’s obligations as a state party to the ICCPR and lift censorship of the internet in conformity with its commitment to guarantee the freedom of expression and information?

· Will the government of Viet Nam implement the recommendations of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women?

· Will the government of Viet Nam improve women’s rights by
· Enforcing anti-trafficking legislation, to combat trafficking in human beings for labour and sexual exploitation;
· Implementing provisions in the Land Law that ensure women’s entitlement to the right to land;
· Terminating other grave abuses of women’s rights such as domestic violence, coercive birth control by abortion, prostitution, the growing problem of HIV/AIDS and violations of reproductive rights?

· Is Vietnam planning to accede to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and fully align its national legislation with all obligations under the Rome Statute, including by incorporating provisions to cooperate promptly and fully with the ICC and to investigate and prosecute genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes effectively before its national courts?



	
