ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO BHUTAN

GERMANY

· Given a number of restrictions to active and passive franchise that infringe on the full and equal enjoyment of civil rights, in particular the right to take part in the government of the country, does Bhutan intend to ease some of these restrictions in order to increase the number of citizens entitled to vote and to run for public office? 

· In 2009, Bhutan accepted the recommendation to promote and ensure freedom of religion for all individuals of all faiths. Which steps have been taken to meet this commitment and is Bhutan planning to revise relevant provisions of the Religious Organizations Act that currently limit the free exercise of religion? 

· With regard to national laws that curtail the right to freedom of assembly and association, which measures is Bhutan considering to ensure accordance of national law with constitutional provisions and international commitments? 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]How did Bhutan involve civil society in the preparation of its UPR process?


NETHERLANDS

· Will the Government of Bhutan be willing to resume discussion in 2014 with the Government of Nepal on a comprehensive and durable solution for the remaining refugees?

· When does the Government of Bhutan plan to accede to and fully align its national legislation with the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), including by incorporating provisions to cooperate promptly and fully with the ICC and to investigate and prosecute genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes effectively before its national courts, and to accede to the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Court (APIC).

SLOVENIA
· What concrete activities are planned by the Government to address the issue of youth unemployment?

UNITED KINGDOM
· While the UK welcomes the passing of the Domestic Violence Prevention Act 2013, we would be grateful for clarification as to whether the Bhutanese government has implemented the recommendations put forward by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on increasing access to justice for women victims of violence and on adopting measures to increase the number of women working on the issue of violence against women, including in the police force and other law enforcement agencies?

· What steps are being taken by the Bhutanese Government to promote minority rights in Bhutan, including the right to freedom of religion or belief?

· What steps is the Bhutanese government taking to tackle child labour?



	
