ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SPAIN


CZECH REPUBLIC

· Could the Government elaborate on the measures taken to ensure that the proposed amendments of national legislation on public security (Public Security Law) concerning the freedom of peaceful assembly and the freedom of expression are in compliance with international standards and guidelines, in particular with Articles 19 and 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights? 
· Does the Government consider reviewing the compliance of its immigration law and its proposed amendments, in particular of provisions allowing for summary returns of migrants and refugees without due process, with the principle of non-refoulement and the prohibition of inhuman or degrading treatment? 
· How does the Government ensure safety and minimum standards of conditions in reception centres in Ceuta and Melilla? 

NETHERLANDS
National Human Rights Plan 
What will the authorities undertake to ensure the parliamentary approval and implementation of the National Human Rights Plan completed in 2012? 

Violence against women

Would the authorities be willing to carry out an evaluation of the judicial bodies tasked with the investigation on gender-based violence and into the obstacles victims encounter in seeking legal remedy?

Rights of detainees and illegal migrants

Will the authorities ensure that all allegations of torture or other ill-treatment by detainees or illegal migrants are subject to an impartial investigation and that irregular migrants have access to health care under Spanish law? 


NORWAY

· How will civil society be involved when it comes to the follow-up of the recommendations of the Human Rights Council?

· Could Spain kindly elaborate on the compatibility of the new Basic Law for the Protection of Public Security with the principle of non-refoulement -- a part of customary international law -- and with current EU legislation?

· The National Action Plan for Social Inclusion (2013 – 2016) includes targets to fight rising child poverty in wake of the economic crisis. Could Spain kindly elaborate on measures which have been implemented on this issue?  

SLOVENIA

· Which basic health care services are still available free of charge to children without health coverage?

· Is there a provision on the national level ensuring that children irregular migrants are provided with free basic health care services in Spain? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· What are the consequences of the new restrictions stemming from the 2014 Amendments to Organic Law of the Judiciary to applying the principle of universal jurisdiction? Do the 2014 Amendments to Organic Law of the Judiciary still enable Spain to honour its international obligations with respect to the universal jurisdiction for certain international crimes?

· Does the Spanish government have any plans to provide basic legal safeguards to incommunicado detainees or to abolish the practice of incommunicado detention?

SWEDEN

· Could Spain elaborate on which measures that have been taken in order to ensure that the new Basic Law for the Protection of Public security in no way limits the exercise of the right to freedom of assembly?

· Could Spain elaborate on the compatibility of the new Basic Law for the Protection of Public Security with the principle of non-refoulement -- which in turn constitutes a part of customary international law – and with current EU legislation. 


UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

· What steps has the Government of Spain taken to eliminate lengthy periods of detention without access to legal advice before charges are brought?

· What has the Government of Spain done to evaluate the measures it has introduced to address factors that prevent women who are the victims of violence from filing a complaint under the law, such as a lack of high quality legal assistance?

· Please could you tell us how the Government of Spain will ensure that the new public security law is not used to prevent or seriously limit legitimate public protests, including through its restrictions on where demonstrations can occur and fines for minor infractions during demonstrations?

	
