ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE MARSHALL ISLANDS


BELGIUM

· Is the Republic of the Marshall Islands considering ratifying the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols, the International Covenant on Economic,  Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol, the international Convetion on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict an on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography as well as the the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?

· Is the Republic of the Marshall Islands considering accepting the individual complaints procedure under all the human rights conventions to which it is already a State party?     

· In recent years, to what extent has the Republic of the Marshall Islands prioritized legislation on women’s rights and domestic violence and implemented domestic policies aimed at eliminating violence against women and girls?  

· What measures has the Republic of the Marshall Islands taken to ensure a strong legal framework for child protection as well strengthening the normative framework in order to integrate child protection laws and a comprehensive child protection policy into existing mechanisms, such as the Central Adoption Agency?

· Is the Republic of the Marshall Islands considering putting the legal age of marriage for girls at 18, irrespective of parental or custodial consent, so it is consistent with the existing provisions for boys?

GERMANY
· At the last UPR cycle in 2010, the Marshall Islands received several recommendations to accede to and ratify outstanding international human rights treaties and conventions and their optional protocols. Could you provide an update on measures taken in this regard, and elaborate on planned ratifications?
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· Could the Marshall Islands please provide an update on the implementation of their national approach to eliminating sexual and gender based violence? 

· What steps is the Government of the Marshall Islands taking to meet outstanding reporting requirements to the Committee on Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Committee on the Right of the Child (CRC)? 

	
