ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SAINT LUCIA


SLOVENIA

· We note with concern the reports about increasing number of cases of sexual violence against women and children. However, a lot of cases of sexual violence go unreported also due to illegal out-of-court settlements. What measures has the Government of Saint Lucia undertaken to combat child abuse and sexual violence and ensure that the cases are reported and properly prosecuted? What steps are taken by the competent authorities to ensure that children's rights and needs are properly safeguarded during and after criminal proceedings?

· We note that legislation on domestic violence has no provisions on marital rape, which makes women more vulnerable to abuse. Is Saint Lucia considering a complete revision of the legislative framework on domestic violence, as has been recommended also by UN bodies?  

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

· Please could the Government of Saint Lucia elaborate on the extent to which civil society in Saint Lucia was consulted in the preparation of its national report? 

· What is the Government doing to investigate allegations of extra-judicial killings by the Royal Saint Lucia Police Force so that accountability and justice is seen to be done? 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding more general reports of complaints made against police officers, what measures are being taken by the Government of Saint Lucia to ensure public confidence in the Police Complaints Commission and the Police Complaints Unit, and their independence?

· What steps is the Government taking toward restoring the court house infrastructure of St. Lucia’s High Court building, in order that suspects are brought before the courts expeditiously, and justice is administered fairly for both suspects and victims in accordance with the rule of law?

· What steps is the Government taking to combat gender-based discrimination and violence against women including: reporting to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women; amending the Criminal Code to include a provision on marital rape; and prosecuting alleged perpetrators of sexual and domestic violence?




	
