ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA (THIRD BATCH)
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· The United States is concerned about freedom of expression, including for members of the press, in Bolivia.  Will the government of Bolivia commit to refraining from misusing financial penalties and taxation to limit or shut down independent media operations? In instances where fines or taxes are imposed on media outlets, will the Government of Bolivia commit to providing detailed invoices and justifications for those impositions?  Will the Government of Bolivia allow for free coverage of future elections, including a commitment to abstain from harassment, threats, or violence against journalists?
· The United States is concerned about the lack of judicial independence in Bolivia. What measures is the Government of Bolivia taking to promote and strengthen the rule of law, including to ensure that key institutions operate in a free, fair, and transparent manner and serve as an effective, independent check on the executive and legislative branches?
· The United States is concerned about sex trafficking, the sexual exploitation of children, forced labor, child labor, and hazardous child labor.  Will the Government of Bolivia publish government statistics on the enforcement of trafficking and child labor laws, including inspections in the production of Brazil nuts and sugarcane, ranching and cattle raising, mining, and domestic work?  How can municipal governments properly enforce child labor laws such as minimum age and maximum hours for child workers, school completion requirements, and health and safety conditions for children in the workplace?
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