ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE GAMBIA (SECOND BATCH)
SLOVENIA
· With regard to the Slovenia's recommendation to the Gambia in the 2nd UPR cycle on the rights to freedoms of expression, association and assembly we note measures taken and efforts made to respect these rights, contained in the Gambia's National Report. We would like to ask the distinguished delegation of the Gambia on additional measures planned to be taken to fulfil the enjoyment of rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly to everyone, including journalists, opposition leaders and political opponents and human rights defenders without fear of arrest, detention, intimidation or harassment.
GERMANY 
· Could the Government of The Gambia please elaborate on the steps it has taken or intends to take with regard to legal and institutional reforms to safeguard the progress made in the field of freedom of expression, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly and the prevention of unlawful arrests and detention? 
· The Gambia has ratified or acceded to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or punishment, the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional protocol, as well as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict. Could the Government of The Gambia please provide information about the status of implementation and transposition of above mentioned treaties in Gambian law?
· Despite having ratified CEDAW and having amended the Women’s Act 2010 to prohibit FGM in 2015, gender inequality and the practice of female genital mutilation continues to be a problem in The Gambia. What further steps did the government take to address the situation? 
· Which steps has the government taken or intends to take to improve prison conditions? 
BELGIUM
· Which guarantees ensure that amnesty under the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission Act cannot be granted for acts of enforced disappearance and other grave crimes?
· The Human Rights Committee remains concerned that consensual same-sex relationships are still criminalized and that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons reportedly continued to be subjected to arbitrary arrest and violence. Does the government of the Gambia intend to decriminalize same-sex relationships between consenting adults in the future? 
· Does the government of the Gambia intend to take measures to change societal perception of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons and protect them from arbitrary arrests and violence?
· According to the Gambia’s National Development Plan 76,3% from the girls and women aged 15-49 who have undergone female genital mutilation (FGM). What concrete measures is the government of the Gambia taking to root out this practice which is prohibited by law?
· According to the Gambia’s National Development Plan, the actual rate of early child marriage stands at 46%. What concrete measures is the government of the Gambia taking to root out this practice?
LIECHTENSTEIN
· Liechtenstein recognizes Gambia’s commitment to international criminal justice, as evidenced by its ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC).
· What steps has Gambia taken to ratify the Kampala Amendments to the Rome Statute on the crime of aggression?
· What steps has Gambia taken towards the abolition of the death penalty?
SWITZERLAND
· Switzerland recognizes the very positive start of the TRRC which is due to release its interim report in December 2019. The space to debate and acknowledge the past violations has been successfully opened. There is still another year to go, and the TRRC carries the enormous and legitimate expectations of the victims in particular, but more generally of all citizens of Gambia to heal the wounds from the past and to ensure the non-recurrence of past violations. One year is short to clarify how the truth telling will be concretized into a set of important measures, including prosecution, reparations, institutional reforms, in particular SSR and vetting. Managing expectations while respecting the rights of the victims and communicating clearly to the citizens is key to secure the necessary support of the Gambians and the international community. In addition, the end of the TRRC mandate will more or less coincide with beginning of the 2021 election’s campaign. How does the government intend to ensure a meaningful prioritization and realistic sequencing of the various initiatives and reforms to be implemented? 
SPAIN
· What are Gambia’s specific plans to improve acces to adequate water and sanitation, especially in rural áreas in order to guarantee the enjoyment of the human rights to safe drinking and wáter sanitation?
· What kind of measures is the Government taking to ensure an enabling environment for the legitimate work of journalists and human rights defenders, including women defenders working on women sexual and reproductive health rights?
· What measures do Gambia plan to take to guarantee the access to education for women and girls in situation of vulnaribility, especially those with disabilities, living in poverty and in rural areas? 
· What Kind of measures are being taken to guarantee the right to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly?
1
3

