ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO IRAQ (SECOND BATCH)
SWITZERLAND
· Freedom of assembly: Switzerland is very concerned by the number of arrests, injuries and deaths, as well as the alleged excessive use of force, during the protests taking place in several Iraqi cities since the beginning of October 2019. How will the Iraqi authorities ensure the right to peaceful assembly? What will the Iraqi authorities do to avoid excessive use of force in the future? Moreover, how will the Iraqi authorities investigate all alleged cases of excessive use of force against protesters and hold those responsible accountable? 
· Right to identity: About 45,000 children displaced in camps today do not have birth certificates or other civil documents issued by the Republic of Iraq proving their legal identity. This is in contradiction with the Iraqi Constitution. Switzerland is particularly concerned about reports of structural barriers faced by female-headed households to register their children. What measures are the Iraqi authorities taking in order to facilitate access to civil and legal documentation – including birth certificates and other key civil documents providing legal identity – for children from parents with affiliations to armed opposition groups including the Islamic State? 
· Freedom of expression: Switzerland is concerned by the killings and frequent arrests of civil society members including journalists, media workers, and human rights defenders in both central Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. How do the Iraqi and regional authorities, including in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, ensure that these persons can exercise their profession without being harassed or arrested?  What measures are the Iraqi and regional authorities taking in order to investigate cases of killings of journalists, media workers and human rights defenders and to ensure that perpetrators are being held accountable for their acts? 
· Protection of Cultural Property: Switzerland is convinced that the protection of the invaluable cultural heritage of Iraq would be strengthened with the adoption of all relevant international norms and standards. Will Iraq ratify the Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict? 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· The United States has grave concerns about the apparent excessive use of force by government security forces during the October 2019 protests in Baghdad and several provinces.  What is the Government of Iraq doing to ensure that a credible and transparent investigation takes place, and that it holds accountable those responsible, including the perpetrators of violence and those who authorized it?  Given the severity of the violence, with over 150 Iraqis now confirmed dead, will the Government of Iraq invite international monitors to participate in the investigation?  What mechanisms have been put in place to ensure such a situation does not happen again?     
· During the recent protests, both journalists and media outlets were targets of violence and intimidation, in apparent retaliation for factually covering demonstrations.  Dozens of journalists and civil society activists were arrested by government security forces, with some reportedly released only after signing pledges to stop covering the protests.  What steps is the Government of Iraq taking to investigate violence against journalists, civil society activists, and human rights defenders?  Will Iraq take steps to decriminalize libel and defamation?  
· As the Iraqi government continues to prosecute ISIL/Da’esh members for their crimes in Iraq, what judicial measures are in place to ensure that alleged perpetrators will maintain their right to fair trial guarantees consistent with Article 19 of Iraq’s constitution and as required under Iraq’s international obligations?
· What is the Government of Iraq doing to ensure humane detention conditions and fair trial guarantees for persons repatriated from Syria and accused of ISIS affiliation?
· What steps are being taken to ensure that women can fully and actively participate in political life and, specifically, achieve political office?
· How is the Government of Iraq working to ensure individuals within the Iraqi Security Forces who have allegedly extorted local populations are held responsible and prosecuted through fair and independent proceedings? How is the Government of Iraq working to ensure that the security forces are not unduly interfering with the voluntary return of internally displaced persons? How is the Government of Iraq working to ensure the security forces protecting ethno-religious minority communities are drawn from members of those communities?
· What steps is Iraq taking to monitor and effectively enforce prohibitions on all forms of forced or compulsory labor, including slavery, debt bondage, and trafficking in persons?
· What is the Government of Iraq doing to protect the human rights of LGBTI and non-confirming persons?  What steps is the Iraqi government taking to improve investigations of violence against LGBTI and non-confirming individuals and to hold those responsible accountable for their actions?
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