ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO KAZAKHSTAN (SECOND BATCH)
BELGIUM
· Is the government of Kazakhstan considering the ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR aiming at the abolition of the death penalty?
· Given the 2017 amendments to the Constitution, could the Government of Kazakhstan clarify the status and applicability of international treaties on human rights ratified by Kazakhstan, and their relation to, and absolute and automatic priority over, national legislation?
· Given Law No. 200-V of 23 April 2014, which entrusts the Office of the Prosecutor General with the ability to shut down or suspend means of communication and access to Internet resources without a court order, can the government of Kazakhstan elaborate which safeguards are in place to ensure these measures are only applied in a way that is legal, proportional, necessary, effective and non-discriminatory?  
· What measures has the government of Kazakhstan taken to adopt a comprehensive legislation and policy with regard to discrimination of women, in particular with a view to reducing inequalities between men and women regarding labour conditions, remuneration gaps and equal access to all professions? Does Kazakhstan intend to repeal the list of professions prohibited for women?
· Which measures will the government of Kazakhstan undertake to ensure that journalists, human right defenders and activists from civil society can carry out their peaceful activities freely without fear of arbitrary arrests, reprisals and harassment?
LIECHTENSTEIN
· What steps has Kazakhstan taken to ratify the Rome Statute in its 2010 version?
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· The United States commends Kazakhstan for implementing its National Preventive Mechanism against Torture.  Nonetheless, media continues to report on allegations of torture and abuse in detention facilities around the country.  What further steps will Kazakhstan take to investigate and to ensure torture is not used in its detention facilities? 
· The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Kazakhstan is a party, protects the right of peaceful assembly in Article 21.  Nevertheless, Kazakhstan detained thousands of peaceful protestors around the time of the Presidential election in June 2019.  In one instance, authorities sentenced two peaceful protestors, Asya Tulesova and Beibarys Tolymbekov, to 15 days’ imprisonment because they held a banner advocating for free elections.  How will Kazakhstan guarantee the right to freedoms of peaceful assembly and expression?
· Kazakhstan continues to severely restrict freedom of expression through the use of vaguely worded laws, including the laws on “incitement of discord,” that authorities use broadly against dissenters.  Defamation is also criminalized.  Will Kazakhstan amend these laws to more clearly define what is illegal and to decriminalize defamation, and bring its laws in line with international human rights law?  
· Will Kazakhstan allow the formation of independent labor unions, in part by amending its Law on Trade Unions to comply with the core ILO convention on freedom of association (87)?  
· In accordance with the Kazakhstani constitution, which guarantees freedom of conscience and the right to determine one’s religious affiliation, will Kazakhstan make the registration process for religious groups less burdensome, to enable more individuals to practice their religions and beliefs freely? 
· The 2015 Law on Public Associations established onerous reporting requirements for NGOs.  Many report attempting to register their organizations, but the authorities repeatedly deny their applications for unclear reasons.  What actions will the government take to be more transparent and to allow NGOs to operate freely?
· In August 2019, President Tokayev halted the implementation of a program that would have forced internet users to install a web browser security certificate, allowing the government to monitor their internet activity as a condition for online access.  How will the government ensure its internet policies do not infringe on users’ privacy, freedom of expression, or ability to access information?   
· The Law on Advocates and Legal Assistance moved oversight of the legal profession to the independent bar association and away from the Ministry of Justice in 2018. Will Kazakhstan reestablish an independent bar association and safeguard the independence of lawyers by revising the Law on Advocacy and Legal Assistance? 
GERMANY

· During the 2nd UPR cycle, Kazakhstan supported the recommendation to extend the mandate of the Ombudsman for Human Rights in accordance with article 2 of the Paris Principles and to guarantee its independence. Which measures have been taken to fully ensure the independence of the Ombudsman? 
· What concrete steps does the Government of Kazakhstan take to create an environment that guarantees freedom of expression and peaceful assembly?  For example, libel and defamation are part of the Criminal Code in Kazakhstan. How does Kazakhstan ensure that these clauses and the media law are in line with international standards for freedom of expression and freedom of the press?
· Which concrete steps does Kazakhstan take in order to guarantee free and democratic elections in line with international standards, taking into account in particular the recommendations in the ODIHR election observation report? 
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