ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SIERRA LEONE (SECOND BATCH)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· What is the status of the investigation into the 2020 Pademba Road Correctional Center riot that resulted in the deaths of one corrections officer and 30 inmates and injury of scores of individuals?  What reforms of the correctional system does the Government of Sierra Leone plan to implement in response to the riot?
· What steps is the Government of Sierra Leone taking to reduce the problem of lengthy pretrial detention in the country?  Does the government plan to hire and train more legal professionals?  Does the government plan to allocate more resources to improve the administration of the court system?
·  Recognizing the positive steps already taken with stricter laws and awareness campaigns, what additional steps does the Government of Sierra Leone’s plan to reduce sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), support survivors and hold perpetrators accountable? 
· What is the Government of Sierra Leone doing to ensure a timely, inclusive, and constructive constitutional review process, including the participation of civil society and other stakeholders?
· Recognizing that widespread female genital mutilation and cutting (FGM/C) is a very sensitive issue in Sierra Leone, where it is considered a rite of passage into womanhood by many, what more can the Government of Sierra Leone do to educate the population about the harmful effects of this practice and reduce its prevalence?
· The law prohibits male-to-male sexual activity [and limits] lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) persons from exercising their freedoms of expression and peaceful assembly. What steps is the Government of Sierra Leone taking to prevent violence, discrimination, and other abuses based on sexual orientation and gender identity?      


SWEDEN
· While efforts are made in Sierra Leone to combat violence against women and girls, including rape and other forms of sexual and gender-based violence, substantial challenges remain. What measures have the Government taken to combat the culture of impunity for sexual and gender-based crimes, including domestic and intimate partner violence, and what could further be done? 

SPAIN
· What measures have the authorities implemented to ensure that prisons conditions comply with the UN Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners?
· What measures is the Government taking to guarantee the protection of the HRDs allowing them to work in a safe environment free from fear of any retaliation? 
· What steps is the Government planning to take to harmonise all the laws in order to prevent and combat child marriage, which is still high,  especially among girls, as a result of, inter alia, the exceptions foreseen by the Registration of Customary Marriage and Divorce Act of 2009. 
· What measures are the authorities implementing to further combat stigma and discrimination of persons with disabilities and to advance their full and equal participation in all social, educational and employment spheres?


PANAMÁ
· In the second cycle, Panama recommended that Sierra Leone redouble efforts to address and abolish the death penalty in the context of the review process of the Constitution. We would appreciate information on the progress made in the implementation of these recommendations.
· What steps is Sierra Leone taking to implement its commitment made at the Nairobi Summit on ICPD25 to ensure young people have access to sexual and reproductive health information and services to adequately protect them from unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS?
· Is Sierra Leone envisaging to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons?
· What actions are being taken to eradicate child labour, female genital mutilation and child marriage? 
· What measures have been taken to address the physical and psychological recovery of former child combatants, especially girls, and to monitor the situation of those who were not included in the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes?

