ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SIERRA LEONE (FIRST BATCH)

LIECHTENSTEIN
· What steps has Sierra Leone taken to join the Code of Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, as elaborated by the Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT)?
· Liechtenstein recognizes Sierra Leone’s commitment to international criminal justice, as evidenced by its ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC).
· What steps has Sierra Leone taken to ratify the Kampala Amendments to the Rome Statute on the crime of aggression?
· What steps has Sierra Leone taken towards the full and legal abolition of the death penalty?


BELGIUM
· What is the state of play of the ratification process of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women?
· Belgium welcomes the lifting of the ban preventing pregnant girls from attending school, as recommended during the previous UPR. Which measures have been put in place to ensure that this ban is effectively no longer applied and to provide education opportunities for girls who have been deprived of education over the past 10 years?
· Which measures has the government of Sierra Leone taken to address the concerns of the Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding the high prevalence of child marriage and the fact that the Customary Marriage and Divorce Act allows for exceptions to the minimum age for marriage set at 18 years in the Child Rights Act?
· How will the government of Sierra Leone address the serious concern of the Committee on the Rights of the Child that female genital mutilation is still not prohibited in law?
· Is the government of Sierra Leone considering repealing Section 61 of the Offenses against the Person Act to decriminalize consensual same-sex sexual relations?



GERMANY
· Germany strongly encourages Sierra Leone to abolish the death penalty. Which actions is the Government of Sierra Leone taking to abolish the death penalty?
· Does the Government of Sierra Leone intend to abolish female genital mutilation, and by which measures? If not, what are the reasons for this decision?
· How will the Government of Sierra Leone react to protests emanating from civil rights organisations about risks associated with the recently proposed “Cybercrime Act”?


PORTUGAL ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP OF FRIENDS ON NATIONAL MECHANISMS FOR IMPLEMENTATION, REPORTING AND FOLLOW-UP (NMIRF)
· Could the State-under-review describe its national mechanism or process responsible for coordinating the implementation of accepted UPR recommendations and the monitoring of progress and impact?
· Has the State-under-review established a dedicated ‘national mechanism for implementation, reporting and follow-up’ (NMIRF) covering UPR recommendations, but also recommendations/observations generated by the UN human rights Treaty Bodies, the Special Procedures and relevant regional mechanisms, which, inter alia, clusters all the above, manages them in national databases, coordinates implementation actions across government, monitors progress and impact, and then streamline reporting procedures back to the UN? If so, could the State-under-review briefly share its experience on creating such mechanism, including challenges faced and lessons learnt, as well as any plans or needs to strengthen the NMIRF in the future?


CANADA
· What is the status of the implementation of the National Strategy for the Reduction of Adolescent Pregnancy and Child Marriage?





