ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SOMALIA (SECOND BATCH)


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· What steps are the government of Somalia at the federal and member state levels taking to ensure federal elections are held as soon as possible to avoid exacerbating the current crisis?  
· What actions is Somalia taking to ensure civilian security in the face of continued violence from al-Shabaab, which includes reports of forced disappearances, abductions, and arbitrary killings? 
· Persecution and killings of journalists are on the rise. What steps are the Federal Government and Federal Member States taking to ensure protection of the media?
· How is the Somali government enforcing constitutional bans on female genital mutilation/cutting, especially given the acceleration of the practice during the COVID-19 pandemic?
· What is the Somali government doing to fulfill the Prime Minister’s pledge that women should hold at least 30 percent of federal parliamentary seats, in response to calls from women lawmakers and women’s rights advocates?
· What steps is the government taking to create an independent ethics and anticorruption commission, per the 2019 commitment by President Farmaajo?
· What is the government of Somalia’s response to credible reports of torture, cruel or inhumane and degrading treatment or punishment?
· How is the government planning to address the culture of impunity due to clan protection and weak government capacity to hold accountable those responsible for acts of torture?
· The 1963 penal code criminalizes “carnal intercourse with a person of the same sex” with a penalty of three months to three years’ imprisonment.   What is the government’s plan to revise its laws so that LGBTQI+ persons are not targeted for prosecution on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity? 
·  What concrete action is the government taking to implement the 2012 national action plan to end the unlawful recruitment and use of children by its armed forces?
·  We remain concerned by reports of arrests of individuals in Somaliland for converting from Islam to Christianity.  How does the government plan to protect and promote freedom of religion or belief for all within Somaliland and across Somalia?


PANAMÁ	
· Has Somalia considered to adopt a moratorium on executions, with a view to the abolition of the death penalty, and commute all existing death sentences?
· Does Somalia intend to ratify the 1954 and 1961 Statelessness Conventions?
· What measures are being taken to protect women and girls from sexual and gender-based violence, in particular intimate partner violence and domestic violence, sexual abuse, child marriage, female genital mutilation and rape?
· What are the next steps in order to finalize the establishment and operationalization of the Somalia National Human Rights Commission, in full compliance with the Paris Principles?
· How will Somalia continue to protect children affected by the armed conflict, in particular to prevent the recruitment, use and abduction of children, attacks on schools, as well as the indiscriminate effects of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and explosive remnants of war?



SWITZERLAND
· To what extent has the Government of Somalia succeeded in stopping forced evictions, including of minority clan communities and displaced people across the country, and provided displaced people with alternative safe housing?
· To what extent has the Government of Somalia been able to implement measures to ensure protection and equality for men and women members of minority clan communities, and in particular ensure that they have equal access to essential services (food aid, water, health and education)?
· To what extent has the Government of Somalia been able to implement measures to prevent discrimination of members of minority clan communities in opportunities for work and business support?
· To what extent has the Government of Somalia been able to implement measures to ensure equality in participation rights for all Somali citizens and in particular to ensure that minority clan members have equal representation in political structures, decision making bodies and mechanisms in line with their proportion of the population?
· What legal measures has the Government of Somalia been able to take in order to prohibit and prevent all forms of sexual and gender-based violence and in order to protect, support and treat survivors of such forms of violence?  


UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
· What steps is the Federal Government of Somalia taking to fulfil its international human rights obligations on preventing and responding to all forms of sexual and gender-based violence, particularly child, early and forced marriage, and ensure that perpetrators are held to account?
· Building on legislative measures, what actions has the Federal Government taken to promote freedom of expression and ensure the human rights of journalists and civil society are protected so that they are able to operate free from undue interference, harassment and threats to life?
· Can the Federal Government of Somalia explain what it is doing to protect and promote the human rights of disabled people? 
· What steps is the Federal Government taking to ensure calm and restraint and a swift return to peaceful and constructive dialogue on the electoral process, in order to support inclusive politics and respect for human rights?
· What steps has the Federal Government taken to uphold International Humanitarian Law, protect humanitarian workers and secure unfettered access to those in need of humanitarian assistance in Somalia, including to areas not fully under its control or in active conflict?


PORTUGAL ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP OF FRIENDS ON NATIONAL MECHANISMS FOR IMPLEMENTATION, REPORTING AND FOLLOW-UP (NMIRF)
· Could the State-under-review describe its national mechanism or process responsible for coordinating the implementation of accepted UPR recommendations and the monitoring of progress and impact?
· Has the State-under-review established a dedicated ‘national mechanism for implementation, reporting and follow-up’ (NMIRF) covering UPR recommendations, but also recommendations/observations generated by the UN human rights Treaty Bodies, the Special Procedures and relevant regional mechanisms, which, inter alia, clusters all the above, manages them in national databases, coordinates implementation actions across government, monitors progress and impact, and then streamline reporting procedures back to the UN? If so, could the State-under-review briefly share its experience on creating such mechanism, including challenges faced and lessons learnt, as well as any plans or needs to strengthen the NMIRF in the future?




CANADA
· Given the wide-spread practice of female genital mutilation in Somalia despite constitutional prohibition, what steps is the government taking to implement legislation to criminalize the practice?




