ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SOMALIA (THIRD BATCH)

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
· Republic of Moldova would like to draw attention to the OHCHR’s concerns regarding lack of transparency and fair trial guarantees in death penalty cases. What measures will the Government of Somalia take to guarantee due legal process in capital punishment cases?


SPAIN
· Despite Somalia's ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and internal orders within the Somali National Army on the prevention of child rights violations, Somalia remains the most dangerous country in conflict for children. Although Al-Shabaab is responsible for the majority of violations, according to UN data, violations by the Somali armed forces and police have increased in recent years. What measures is the Somali government considering taking to reverse this situation?  Is it planning to expedite the process of ratification of the Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict?
· The Somali government has stated and enshrined in national plans its opposition to female genital mutilation. However, the practice is deeply rooted in the society and there has been little progress (an estimated 99% of women between the ages of 15 and 60 have undergone FGM). How will the Somali government bridge the gap between national policy and plans and the reality of the country?
· What are the concrete measures that the Government plan to put in place to finalise the establishment and operationalisation of the Somalia National Human Rights Commission and ensure it is independent, effective and in full compliance with the Paris Principles?
· What concrete measures is the government taking to ensure that all Government institutions, including the security forces respect, protect and promote the right to freedom of expression and media freedom and guarantee the safety of journalists?
· What progress has the Government made in establishing accountability mechanisms for national and regional forces, especially related to accusations of gender-based violence?


