ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO BAHRAIN – ADD.2
NETHERLANDS
· According to several human rights organizations there is  strong evidence that human rights defenders like former president of the Bahrain Teachers’ Association (BTA) Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb have recently been tortured in detention in Bahrain (A/HRC/WG.6/13/BHR/3, par.25) . To what extent does the government of Bahrain intend to follow up on its acceptance of the recommendation regarding the conduct of an independent, impartial and thorough inquiry into the source of threats, ill-treatment, torture and all forms of intimidation and harassment as well as unfair trial and initial arbitrary detention?

· Will the government of Bahrain ensure that all allegations of unlawful killings and excessive force against protesters are independently, promptly and thoroughly investigated; that those responsible are brought to justice; and that appropriate reparation are provided to victims?

· Human Rights Defender Nabil Rajab was recently charged for using social media to insult Bahraini authorities and encourage demonstrations.What measures have been taken to ensure that  journalists and human rights defenders like Mr. Rajab (A/HRC/WG.6/13/BHR/3, par.40) perform their work without intimidation, hindrance,  or harassment? 
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